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_ Miſprelented, and Repreſented : 


OR, 
A TWOFOLD OE INTIEY 


_ my 
SZ 


POPERY. 


THE ONE 


Containing a Sum of the Sup erſtitions, Idolatries, 
Cruclties, Treacheries, and Wicked Principles of that 
\ Popery, which hath diſturb'd this Nation above an hun- 


' dred and fifty Years; filPd tywith Fears and Jealoulics, 
and deſerves the Hatred of all Good Chriſtians. 


THE OTHER 


Laying open that Popery, which the Papiſts own and pro- 
feſs ; with the Chief Articles of their Faith, and ſome of 


the Principal Grounds and Reaſons which hofd them in 
that Religion. 


To which is added, 


Roman Catholick Principles, in reference to God and the 
King, 
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Nerravernnt mibi Tniqui Fabulationes 3 ſed non ut Lex tua 


hal. 119. v. 85. 
| By F. L. 
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Mil-repreſented, and Repreſented : 


OR, | 
ATwofold CHARACTER of POPERY. 
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The Introdi#ion, 


HE Father of Lies is the Anthor of Miſrepreſenting. 
He firſt made the Experiment of this Black Art in 
Paradiſe 3 having no ſurer way of bringing God's 
Precept ito: contempt, . and making our Fir? Pa- 

rents tranſgreſs, thatt by miſrepreſenting the Command which 

their Mzker had laid on them. And ſounhappily fuccetul he 
was 1n this his firft #ttempt, that this has been hi: chief ſtra- 

tegemn ever ſirtce, m all bufineſs of difficulty and concetn ; c- 

ſteeming that his beſt Mears for pref:rving and propagating 

Wickedneſs amongſt Men, by which ke firft won them to lofe 

their Innocence. And therefore there has nothing of Good, yet 

come mto the World, nothing been ſ<nt from Heaven ; bat 
what has met with this Oppoſition ; the Common Enemy ha- 
ving employ'd all hrs Endeavours of b:inging it into difcre- 
drt,and rendring it infamous,by Mijrepreſenting it.Of this there 
are frequent Inſtances in the Old Law, and more in the New. 
The trathof it was experienc'd on the Perſon of Chrift hint 
fef, who, tho' he was the Sor of God, the immaculate Lamb;yer 
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A The Introdu@ion. 


was henot out of the reach of Calumny, and exempt from be- 
ing Miſrepreſented. See how he was painted by malicious Men, 
the Sons of Belial, Miniſters of Satan 3 a prophane and wicked 
Man, a breaker of the Sabbath, a Glutton, a Friend and Companion 
of Publicans and Sinners, a Fool, a Conjurer, aTraitor, a Seducer, 
a Tunmltuons Perſon, a Samaritan, full. of the Devil ;, he hath Bel- 
zebub,and, by the Prince of the Devils, caſteth he out Devils,(Mark 
3. 22.) There being no other way of frighting the People 
from embracing the Truth and following the Son of God, but 
by thus disfiguring him to the Multitude, reporting Light to 
be Darkneſs, and God to be the Devil. The Diſciples of Chriſt 
every where met with the hike encounters. Stephexr had the 
peopleſtirred up againſt him, becauſe they heard, he had ſpoke 
blaſphemous words againſt Moſes and againſt God, (As 6. 11.) 
Paul alſo and Slas, for exceedingly troubling the City, (AFs 16. 
20.) Jaſon alſo with them, becauſe they had turned the World 
upſide down, and did contrary'to the decrees of Ceſar, (AFs 17. 6, 
7.) Pazl again, becauſe he did teach all men every where again 

the people, and polluted the holy place, ({ AFs 21.28.) And becauſe 
he was 4 peſtilent fellow, and a mover of ſedition among all the 
Jews thronghort the FYorld : to which the Jews alſo aſſented, ſay- 
ing, that theſe things were ſo, (As 24.5, 9g.) Neither did theſe 
Calmnies, theſe wicked Miſrepreſentations ſtop here ; he that 
ſaid, The Diſciple is not above his Maſter, if they have called the 
Maſter of the Houſe Belzebub 5 how much more ſhall they call them 
of his houſhold £ d1d not only foretel, what was to happen to 
hi: Followers then preſent, but alfo to the Faithprl that were- to 


ſucceed them, and to his Churchin future Ages 3 they being all 


to expettthe like fatez that tho they ſhould be never ſo juſt 
to God and their Neighbour, uprightin their Ways, and live 
in the fear of God, and the obſervance of his Laws yet muſt 
they certamly be . reviled and hated by the World, made a by- 

word tothe people, and have the repute of Ideots, Sedacers, 
and be a ſcandal to all Nations. And has not this been verify- 
"ed inallages? See what was the State of Chriſtzars in tie Pri- 

mitive times, when as yet Vice had not corrupted the parity 
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The Tutroduftion. 
of the Goſpel. 'Tis almoſt unpoſlible to believe in what con 
tempt they. were,and how. utterly abominatgd'; Tertullian, who. 
was a ſharer of a great part, gives us ſolamenitable an account 
of the Chriſtians in his time, that 'tis able to move compaſſion 
in ſtones. He tells us, ſo many mralicions flanders were diſpersd 
abroad, concerning the. zrarrer of ther MHForſhipz and their 
whole Do&rin deſcribd, not only to be folly,and meer toys; but 
alſo tobe grounded on moſt Helliſh Principles,and to be (6 full 
of Impurities z that the Heathens believ'd a man could not 

\_make prefeſſion of Chriſtzanity , without being 
tainted with all forts of Crimesz without being Apog. c.2. 
an enemy to the Gods, to Princes, to the Laws, to 
good Manners, and to Nature. Hence they conceiv'd ſuch pre- 
judice againſt them, and they were rendred fo i-:pions inthe 0» 
pinion of the Vulgar; that whatſoever accuſations were brought 
1m,though never ſo falſe and maliciors;whatſoever Villaries were 
Jaid to their charge; all was welcom to the exraged Multitude, 
to which nothing ſeem'd 7zcredible concerning thoſe, that were 
thus already odjovs. Upon this it was, that they were brought 
1m guilty of Atheiſm,of Superſtition, of Idotatry,of Cruelty, of Sedi- 
tion, of Conſpiracies, of Treaſons 5 and bloody Perſecutions.were 
rai?d againſt them, to. which the People were exaſperated by 
fears and jealouſies : Quod Pontifices-(as Spondanus 
ſays) Gentilitie ſuperſtitionis Chriſtianos more ſoli- Sp. An.286.. 
to, .calummiis circumveniſſent, quaſs aliquid contra Par. 5. 
imperinm molierent::r Becauſe the Prieſts did uſe.to | 
divulge it abroad, that the Chriſtians were Plotting againſt the Go- 
wernment. Nor were theſe Crimes the whole Sum of their 
Charge 3 for belides, every publick Calamity and Misfortune 
that befel tle Commonwealth, was thrown upon: 
them. If(a) -Daphnes Temple was conſumed by (4) Spond.. 
Lightning from Heaven, vet muſt the Chriſtians An. 362. 
be condemned as the Jucendiaries:; If (b) the (b) Ia. 
City was laid in Aſhes,it muſt be revenged on: the An. 66. ' 


Chriſtians. Nay, as (c) Tertullian has it, if Ti- (c) Apocc.. + 4 


ber, overflowed, if Nile watered nat the Plains,, if - 40. 
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6 | The Tntrodufion. 


Heaven ftopy'd its courſe, and did mot pour its Rains here below z 
if there were wa; Famine or Plague ;, they wonld inmedi- 


diately cry ont, ianos ad Leones, Caſt the Chriſtians to the 
Lions, as the cauſe of all the Calamities that arrived in the 


Word, and all the Evils that People ſuffered. And now the 
Chriſtians being thus reputed Prophane in their Worſhip, Enc- 
mies to the Government, and the andoubted occaſions of every 
misfortune throughout the Empire 3 'tis caſte to conceive, in 
what contempt they were, and how dcteſtable amongſt the Hea- 
thens ; but beauſe none can relate it fo to the 

(d) Ap.c.3. life,as (d) Tertullian hasdone; Tle ſet it downin 
his own words, as tranſlated by (e) Dr; Howel, in 
(e)P.1.pag. his Hiſtory of the World. Is it not ſtrange (Tays he) 
936. that the Loved wherewith this name is purſued, in 
ſach manner blinds the Minds of moſt Men,that when 

they witneſs the probity of a Chriſtian, they mix in their Diſc 
conrſe as a reproach, that he hath embraced this Religion ? Ore 
ſaith, Truly, he of whom you ſpeak is an Honeſt Man, if he were 
ot a Chriſtian, and his life would be free from blame. Another ; 
Do you know ſuch a one, who had the reputation of a Wiſe and Di- 
 ſereet Man? He js lately turn'd Chriſtian. (Again) Theſe People 
by an extream blindnets of hatred, ſpeak to the advantage of the 
name Chriſtian, - whez they ſtrive to render it odows. For, ſay 
they, How pleaſant, and of what good himour, was that Woman 8 
How ſociable and jovial was that Man? "Tis pity they ſhould be 
Chriſtians. So+ they impute the amendment of their lives, to the 
Profeſjzor of Chriſtianity. Some of them alſo purchaſe the avertion 
theycarry againſt the name Chriſtian, which we bear, with the price 
of what is maſt pretions to them, rather defiring to lofe the ſweet- 
neſs of life , tranquility of mind, and all ſorts of Commodities, than 
to ſee in their Houſes, that which they hate. A man who heretofore 
had his Mind full of Jealoufie, can no longer endure the company 
of his 'Vife,, what aſſurance ſoever he has of her Chaſtity, after onee 
he nerceives her to be turn d Chriſtian 5 and parts from her now 
whe. ber ations full of Modeity have extineniſh'd all ſ-ſpicions, 
wherewith he was heretofore mood. A Father, who of a long oe 

endur 
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endur d tbe diſobediente of his Heatheniſh Son, reſolves to take 
from hint the hope of ſuceeding hint in his Inheritance, for turn- 
mg Chriſtian, wher af the ſame time, executing his Commands 
without murmuring, A Maſter that uſed his Slave gently, when his 
Carriage gave him ſome canſe of diſtruſt, now puts him far from 
him, for being a Chriſtian, when he hath moit aſſurance of his Fi- 
delity.*Tis committing a Crime to corre the diſorders of a Mans 
Life, by the motions of a Holy Converſion to the Chriſtian Faithz 
and the cood which is produc'd by ſo happy a Change, works not ſo 
powerfully in the minds of Men, as the hatred they have conceived 
againſt ws. Indeed this hatred is flrange, and when I conſider , 
that the name of Chriſtian oily, makes it to be ſa, Twould willing- 
ly know, how a name can be Criminal, and how a ſomple word can 
be Accuſed 8 Thus was Chriſtianity wholly i#fa-:0:5 amongſt 
the Heathens, contemn'd and detefted by all, and where [es 
were in credit, Caluwmmies and Slanders confirm'd and back'd, 
by Authority, there was no other Crime bur T7uth. And,*twas 
theſe Calumnies, theſe- falſe Arcnſations invented to cry down: 
the Chriſtian Religion, obligd Tertallian to write his Apology, 
where he declard' to the World, that Chriſtianity was nothing 
| le that,which the Heathens imagin'd it to be : That 1dolatry,. 
SupeFſtztion, Impiety,Crrelty, Treachery, Conſpiracies,$&c,was none 
of their Do&rine but Conderrd and Deteſted by. them ; 
that theſe Crimes were only the waticions inventions of the Hea- 
ihenifh Priefts, who finding themſelves unable to withſtand! 
the force of Chriſtianity, had no other way to preſerve then 
ſetves1n repute, an the People in their Error, than hy formin 

an-ugly, odious and moſt horrid Viſor, a damnable Scheme of. 
Religion; ther holding this forth'to the World, and crying 
out; This is the Religion of the Chriſtians, theſe are their Princi-- 
ples 5 Behold their Tenorance, their Stupidity , their Prophane- 
neſs; Behold their Inſolence; their Valanies, a People unſufferable 
in a Commonwealth, Enzmies to their Countrey and their Prince: 
and thus Repreſenting it as Morftrons as they pleas'd, they 
brought an odinm upon as many as own'd that zame, and Con- 
demi'd them for Follies and Crimes, that were no. where, but-: 


in: 
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in their own Imagination. And *twas not\onlyin Tertulliar's 
time, that Chriſtianity laid under this ſcarlal; but alſo in after 
Ages. And therefore as for the. vindication'of the Chriſtian 
Profeſſion, he was forcd to Apologize for histime, ſodid af- 
ter him St. Cyprian Arngbizs, and many other Eccleſiaſtical 
Writers; nay, and under Chriſtian Emperors, the Calummes 
of the Heathens yet being .urg'd with. much vigour and confi- 
dence, Oroſius was oblig*d to write his Hiſtory,and St. Anguſtir: 
his City of God, in defence of the Faith and Do@rine of Chriſt. 
An41 now, when by the Propagation of Chriſtianity, and the 
laborious Endeavours of her Profeſlors, Heatheniſm was pret- 
ty well extinCt ; yet was not the Mouth of Maliceſtopp'd: the 
ſame Calummies which had been invented by the Infidels,being 
taken up by evil van pv No one going out from the Com- 
munion of the Charch of Chriſt, but what did, by reviving old 
Scandals, and the addition. of freſh. ones, endeavour to make 
her izfamors, and- blacken:her with ſuch Crimes, as could be 
thought moſt convenient for rendring her odzoxs to all. It be- 
ing look'd on, by as many as ever wert out of her, the beſt 
means to juſtifie their Separation, and to gain to themſelves the 
credit of Orthodox Chriſtians; to paint her ohit an all the Az- 
fichriſtian Colours, and repreſent her as Helliſh, as wickedneſs 
could make her. *Tis ſtrange how much ſhe ſuffered in this 
Point from the Marnichees, and from the Donatiſts, and how 
much pains it coſt Saint Azgyſtir, to prove their Accuſations to 
be meer Calumnies, principally intended to raiſe prejudices in 
the minds of rhe People againſt her; that ſo being convinc'd by 
theſe Helliſh Artifices, of her teaching #»ſourd and. prophane 
DeFrin, wicked Principles, and humane Inventions inſtead of 
Faith 5 might never think of going to her, to learn the Trath ; 
nor even ſo much as ſuſpect her to be the Church of Chriſt, 
This, St. 4g»ſtin complains, was the chief cauſe of his continu- 
ing in the Errour of the Marichees ſo long 3 and that he 1m- 
pugn'd with ſo much violence this Church. And therefore, af- 
ter he was come tothe knowledge of the Truth, he diſcover'd 
this to the World for the undeceiving others, who were caught 


uW 


The Tntroduftion. 9 
in the ſame ſnare, making 1t a part of his Confeſſions, (Confeſſ: 
I. 6.c.3.p. 1.) When I came to diſcover, ſays he, that-— I ming- 
led Foy and Bluſhes, and was aſhamid, that I had now for ſo many 
gears been barking and railing, not againſt the Catholick. Faith, but 
only againſt the Fitions of my Carl Conceits. For ſo temerarious 
and impious was I, that, thoſe things, which I ought firſt to have 
learned from them by engiury, I firſt charg'd upon them by Accuſa- 
tions :, readier to impoſe Fullboode, than to be informd of the 
Truth And thus I ſo blindly accuſed thy Catholick Church 3, 
now ſufficiently clear d to me, that ſhe taught not the Qpinions, I (6 
' vehemently perſecuted : And this he did, deluded and Jeccry't! 
by the Mazichees. (And now fince- tis certain, 'that this has 
not been the Caſe of Saint Avgsſtiz alone, but of as many al- 
moſt, as have given ear to the Deſerters of this Church ; nay, is 
at this day the Caſe of infinite numbers, who following that 
Great Father, when as yet in» his Errors 5 do not enquire, how 
this thing is believ'd or underſtood, by her ; but inſaltingly oppaſe all, 
a if ſo underſtood, as they imagin; not making any difference be- 
twixt that, which the Catholick Church teaches, and what they think 
ſhe teaches, and fo believing her to be guilty of as many Abſur- 
* dities, Follies, Tmpieties, &c. as the Heathers did of old : *Tis 
evident there's as much need now of. Apologies, as ever there * 
was 1n Tert«//iar's or. Saint Augnitins time : Not Apologies to 
vindicate what 5 really her Faith and DoFrin :; but rather to 
clear her from ſuch Swperſtitions, Prophaneneſs, and Hicked 
Principles, as are maliciouſly.or ignorantly charged upon her. And 
tho' the number of Calumaics, the inſincerity of Adverfaries, 
the obſtinacy of a biaſsd Education, render a Performance in 
this kind, a juſt Task tor a Tertn/iars or St. Augnſtin's Hand 5 
yet becauſelI find no ſuch eminent Pen engag'd in this Deſign 
at preſent ; and the ſhewing the true Rehigzon in its ownColoure, 
feems a Duty incumbent on every one, that's a Lover of Trath; 
le endeavour to pull off the Vizor from ſuffering Chriftianity;. 
and apologize for the Catholick Faith; that Faith, I mean,main- 
tained by thoſe Primitive Fathers, with ſo much Vigonr and 
Zeal ; which being fir{Fplanted in the Head City of the World 
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10 The Introduftion. 
by St. Peter, hath: been 'propagated throughout:the Univerſe, 
and derived down ta ar Dy Chniftian Nations, in Com- 
munion with that Set 3 under the Protection of tle Holy Ghoft, 
and the Charge of a Chief Peſtor,which -beginningin that Great 
le, has continued- in a F7fble Sutceſfzor to theſe our days. 
This Faith it is, for which at. prefent I. defign 'to make an 
Apology, which having beeen 1h all Ages viotently- opposd, 
docs at this time moſt. wrongfully fafter, under Calummnies and 
falſe Impntations. . Ple endeavour therefore to ſeparate theſe 
Calummes and Scandals, from what is really the Faith and Do- 
Frin of that Church'; Ile take off 'the Black and Dirt which 
has been thrown on her3: and ſetrmg her forth in her geruine 
Complexion, let the World fee; how much fazrer ſhe is, than 
ſhe's painted; and how much ſhe's »»l;ke that Monſter, which 
is ſhewn for her. And becauſe the Members of this Church are 
cothmonly-known by the name of Papifts 5 I think 1 cannot 
take amore fincere; open, and:compendrous way,'in order to 
the complcating of this Deſign, than'by drawing forth a dox- 
ble Charaer of a Papiſt : The onc-expreiling a 9ijf in thoſe 
very Coloxrs as he is painted in the {wagiratioz of: the Valgar, 
Foul,” Black, and Antichriſtian ; withthechicf\eticles of his * 
inragined Belief, and reputed Principles of: his Proteſſion. The 
ether repreſenting a Papiſs, whole Faith and exerciſe of his 
Religion, 1s according to the DireFion and Commund of bis 
Charch. That fo, theſe two being thus fer together, their dzf- 
feretce and diſproportion may. be clearly diſcerned, and a diſco- 
very made, how «alike Calumny is from Truth; and how diffe- 
rent a Papiſt really 3s, from what he's faid to be. The former 
CharaQer 1s of a Papiſt Miſrepreſented; the othef, of a Papiſt 
Repreſented, The former is a. Papiſt ſo: detorm'd and'mon- 
ſtrous, that it juſtly deſerves the hatred of. as many as own 
Chriſtianity; tis a Papiſt, that has difturb'd this Nation now 
above an hundred years with Fears and Jealouties, threatning 
it continually with Fire and Maflacres, and whoſe whole De- 
ſign has been, to rob the Soverezer of His Crown, and the 
©bjed of his Liberty and Property. Tis a Papiit, that is ſo abo- 
} | minable, 
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minable, ſo malicions,. ſo. unſafferable in any Civil Govern- 
cery'd an hatred againſt him and all hiv (from my Edvication, 
when as yet a Proteft4t ;;\and now,-being a- Roman Citholkoks, 
I am not 1n the leaſt reconail'd to bize nor his Phenciples » 
hate him yet worſe. .I am fo far from thinking 'the Laws too 
ſevere againſt ſuch Pepiſh Recuſarts, that T could: with: a' fat 
greater ſeverity were. &xecinll againſt: theny; theit Favoirers, 
and all ſach as make menſo fotrithly Religious. © Ari if to be 
a Proteſtant, nothing more be requiſite, than to profeſs againſt 
ſach Popery, to hate: and deteſt jt 3. I think my ſelf; -and all 
Romer. Catholicks , as -gaod Proteitants, ag any whatſoever 
throughout His Majeſty's Dommions.”-And-I' dare engage; that 
not only as many Romar Catholicks, as under the name of Pa- 
piſts, have ſeverely ſmarted in this Nation, for being the Pro- 
feſlors of ſuch kind of Popery, but alſo, that all Roman Catho- 
lick Nations in the World (hall ſubſcribe to the Condemnati- 
on of all ſ«#ch Popiſh Principles and DoGrines, ſhall joyn with 
all good Proteſtants for the extinguiſhing it, with all that 
Proteſs or Practiſe it, and utter rooting it out from His Ma- 
\ jeitys Three Kingdoms, and the whole Univerſe. - The other 
Papiſt is one, that lives and bdlieves what is preſcribed in the 
Conncil of Trent, in Catechiſms ſet forth by Catholicks, and 
other Spiritual Books, for the Direction and Inſtruction of all 
in their Communion ; whoſe Faith and DoFrine I have here 
{#t down, with ſome Grounds and Reaſons of it, and will ſo 
leave it to Apologize for it felt. In drawing out the Character 
of the former, I have quoted no Authors ;. but have deſcrib'd 
him exactly according to the Apprehenſion I had of a Papiſt, 
fram'd by me when I was a Proteſtant; with the addition on- 
ly of ſome few Points, which have been violently charged 
againſt me, by ſome intimate Friends of late, to {hew the un- 
reaſonableneſs of my Choice, after the quitting that Commu- 
munion. The latter is wholly copied out from the Papift, 
that 1 azz now ;, being the Sum of what I was taught, when 
reconcild to the Church of Reme, and which after fixteen 
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years Converſation with men of that Communion, in hearing 
their Sermons, in being preſent at their Catechiſing, in read- 
ing their Books, and diſcourſing with them, I have found to 
be their DoFriwe. . I have done both, T hope, with Sincerity 
and Truth, and without Paſſion. For as my Endeavours have 
been, that my Religion ſhould loſe nothing by Lies, ſo neither 
do I defire it ſhould gain by them. And did I but know of 
any thing in the following Papet$, that has any relation to that 
unchriſtian Artifice, I would ſtrike it out immediately. An4 
do here oblige my ſelf, upon information, either from Friend 
or Adverſary, to acknowledge the miſtake, as it ſhall be made 


appear, and make a publick Recantation. - Bur it is time we 
ſhould ſce what theſe Papiits are. 


——— 
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| PAPIST 


MiCrepreſented, and Repreſented. 


AR 


rt. Of Praying to Images. 


- Papiſt Miſ-reprefented 
A orſoip 5 Stocks and 
Stones for Gods. He takes no 
notice of - the Second  Com- 
mandment, but ſettierg- up-Pi- 


&ures, and Images of Chriſt, 


the Virgin Mary, other his 
Saints he prays to them.and puts 
his Truſt and Confidence.in thent, 
ach like as the Heathens did 
in their wooden-Gods,. Jupiter, 
Mars, Venus, &c. Az 
reaſon, he eres 
ments to them in: his Churches, 
adorns them ſumptuouſly, burns 
Candles, offers Incenſe, and fre- 
quently fa s down proſtrat e be- 
fore them, and with his Eyes 
fix'd on them, cries out, Help 
me Mary, afliſt me Arthony, 


'- remember me [gnatize, 


for this 
ftately Monu- 


 Papiſt- Repreſented, be- 

.: lheves- it damnable, to: 
Worlhip Stocks or Stones for. 
Gods, to: pray to PiFures 
or Images of Chriſt, the  Vir- 
gir Mary, or any other Saints; 
as alſo, to put any Truſt: or 
Confidence in- them: | He 
keeps them by- him. indeed, 
to ergy in. his Mind the 
Memory of. the things: repre-- 
ſented. by them ; as People. 
are wont - to: preſerve the: 
Memory of their deceaſed 
Friends by keeping their Pi- 
ture, - He is taught to. uſe 
them, by caſting his Eye upon 
the PiFures or Images, and 
thence to. raiſe his Heart. to 
the Prototypes, and thereto em-- 
ploy it in Meditation, Love, 
Thankſpiving, 
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Thankſgiving, Imitation, ec. as the Obje& requires: As 
many good Chriſtians, placing a Deaths-head before them, 
from the ſight of it, x 2 occaſion to refle& often upon their 
laſt end, inorder to their better preparing for itz or by ſee- 
ing old Time painted with his Fore-lock, Hour-Glaſs, and Syth, 
turn thew-Thoughts upon, the ſwittneſs of ,Timze, and-4h 
— negleds the preſent, is an dang of beg! 
then to Jay hold," when- ther's no morgto come. 
Pi&uresor Images having this advantage; that they i 
the Mind by one glance, of what in reading requires a Cha 
ter, and fometimes a Volume. There being no other aiffe- 
rence between them, than that Reading repreſents leiſurely 
and by degrees ; and a Pi@ure, all at once. Hence he finds 
a convenience 1n ſaying his Prayers with fome devout Pires 
before him 3 he being no ſooner diſtracted, but the fight of 
theſe recalls his wandring Thoughts to the right Object 3; and 
as: certainly brings ſomething good-into his Mind,'as an #:- 
modeft Piffure diſturbs his Heart with naughtineſs.. And: be- 
canſe he isſenfible, that theſe holy P:Fures and Enages repre-: 
ſent and bring to his mind- ſuch Obje&ts, which in his Heart 
he loves, honours, and venerates z he cannot but tpon that 
account lave, honour, and refpe& the {ages themſeluer. And 
whoſoever loves ther Husband, Childrerr, or Friend, cannotbur/ 
have-ſome love and reſpe& for their ' Pi&nres 5, and whoſbes: 
ver loves and honours his Kizg, will have ſome © honour and 
eſteem for his Irage: Not that he venerates any [age or Pz- 
Fnre for any Vertue or Divinity bchev?d to be in'them; or for 
any thing that is to be Petition d- of 'thern5, bur. becauſe. the: 
Honour that is exhibited to them, is referr'd to the Prototypes: 
which they repreſent. So that'tis not rly the {mages he 
honours, but Chriſt and his Saints by the Images: as 1t 1 not - 
properly the Images or PiFures of Kings or Dukes we general- 
ly reſpe& or injure 5 but by their. [mages or PiGxrer we 
reſpe& or injure Kings or Dukes themſelves. All the Venera- 
tion therefore he expreſles before Images, whether by kneeling, 
praying, lifting up the Eyes, burning Candles, Incenſe, &c. 
tis 
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'tis not at all done' for the [»age, but is wholy referr'd to: the- 
things repreſented; which he intends to honour by theſe Acti- 

ons. ' And how;' by ſe dorng, he breaks the Second Command- 

ment,  he.cannot conceivez for he acknowledges only oe 

God, and to him alone gives Sovereign Honour ; and is fo 

far from honoring :[meges as Gods, that for any ones ſatis- 

fa&ion, he, is ready to break or tear a Crucifix, or other Image 

whatſoever, into a thoufand pieces and caft them into the 

Fire. And what reſpe& he ſhews them, ſeems to him no more 

injurious to.any. of the Commandments, than tis: for a Chri- 

{tian to love and honour our Nezghborr, becauſe he bears the 

Image-of God in his Soul; to kiſs: and eſteem the Bzble, be- 
cauſe i3 cortains and repreſents to him God's Word:z or tolove 
a good Preacher, becauſe he minds him of his Duty; all which 
reſpeFs do not at all derogate from God Almighty's Honour 3. 
but are rather Teſtmoniesof our greater Love and Honour 
of him, ſince, : for his ſake,” we love and eſteem every' thing, 
that has any refpeQ or relation to him. | 


cs 


—— 
<—_ 


2. Of Worſhipping Saints. 


— 


 Þ E makes Gods of Dead 

| men, ſuch 2s are de- 
arted hence. and now are no 
more able to hear or {.e or un- 
derſtand his Neceſſities. And 
tho? God be ſo good, as to in- 
viteall to come unto him, and 
to apply themſelves to their onl 
ark infinite _— , Jeſus 
Chriſt :' yet ſo ſinpid 3s he, 
that rmegleFing, and, as it were, 
paſſang by both God and his 
only Son, and all their Mer- 
cies , he betakes himſelf ta his 


E believes, there's on- 
ly Oze God, and that 
tis a moſt: damnable- Idola-- 
try to make Gods of Men, 
either living or dead. His 
Church teaches him indeed, 
and he: believes , that 7+ is 


ly good and profitable to defſere 


the Tnterceſſion of the Saints 
reign ing with Chriſt in Hea- 
vez 5 but that they are either 
Gods, or his Rcedeemers, he is 
no where tanght ; but de- 
teſts all ſuch Do&rine. He 


confeſles 
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Saims ard there powrring forth 
his Prayers, he confides in 
them as his Mediators and 
Redeemers, and expetFs no 
Bleſſing, but what is'to come 
to him by their Merits, and 
throneh their Hands: and 
thus, without ſcruple or re- 
morſe, robs God of his Ho- 


FOHY « : 


confeſſes, that we are all re- 


deem'd by the Blood of Chriſt 
alone, and that he's our ozly 
Mediator of Redemption : . but 
as for Mediators of Interceſſzor, 
(that is, ſach as we may. de- 
fire lawfally, to pray for ws) 
he does not doubt, but *tis 
acceptableto God, we ſhould 
have many. Moſes was ſuch 


a Mediator for the Iſraelites ; 
Job for his three friends; Stepher for his Perſe- 


| © Rom. cutors. The Romans were thus deſir'd by St. 
Ep. a0 Paul to be his Mediators; ſo were the Corin- 
Eph. thians, ſo the Ephefears ;, fo almoſt every -ſck 


man deſires the Congregation to be his Media- 

tor; that s, to be remember'd in their Prayers. And fo he 
defires the Bleſſed in Heaven to be his Medzators ; that is, that 
they would Pray to God for him. And-in this, he does not at 
all negle& coxring to God, or rob him of his honour ;- but di- 
recting all his Prayers up to him, and making 5: the ultimate 
ObjeF of all his Petitions, he only'defires ſometimcs the Fuſt 
on Earth, ſometimes thoſe in Heaven, to joyn thcir Prayers to 
his, that ſo rhe number of Petitioners being encreaſed, the Pe- 
-tition roay find better acceptance in the tight of God. And 
this is not to make them Gods, but only Petitioners ta God); tis 
not to make them his Redeemers, but only Irterceſſors to bis 
Redeemer ; he having no hopes of obtaining any thing,: but 
of God alone, by and through the Merits of Chriſt; for which 
he dcſires the Szizmts in Heaven, and good wen on Earth, to 
oftcr up their Prayers with his 3 the Prayers of the Jt avail- 
th much before God. But now, how the Saints in Heaven 
know the Prayers and Neceflitics of ſuch, who addreſs them- 
ſelvcs to thein, whether by the Miniſtry of Angels, or in the 
Viſion of God, or by fome particular Revelation, 'tis no part 
of his Faith, nor is it much bis concern it ſhoald be deternin'd. 
| For 
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For his part he does not donbt, but that God, who acquain- 
ted the Prophets, with the knowledge of things, that were yet 
to come many hundred years after; that inform'd. Elijah of the 
King of Syria's Counſel, tho' privately reſolved on in his Bed- 
chamber, and ata diſtance 3 (2 Kings6. 12.) can never want 
means of letting the Saints know the deſires of thoſe who beg 
their  ixterce{ſzon here on Earth : Eſpecially fince our Saviour 
tells us, that Abraham heard the Petitions of Dives, who was 
yet at a greater diſtance, even in He//: and told him likewiſe 
theananner of his living, while as yet on Earth. Nay, ſince 
*is generally allow'd,: that even the very Devils hear thoſe 
deſperate wretches, who call on them: why ſhould he doubt; 
that Saints want this Priviledge,. in ſome manner granted to 
ſinful men, and to wiched ſpirits; who, tho' departed thi: life, 
are not ſo properly dead, as tranſlated from n mortal: life, to 
an immortal* onez whee enjoying God Almighty, they loſe 
no Perfe&ions which they enjoy'd, while on Earth ; bat poſ- 
ſel all in a more eminert manner, having more Charity, more 
Love, and being more acceptable to God than ever z becom- 
ing like Angelsz and as theſe offered up their Prayers for Je- 
ruſalene and the Cities of Judah, (Zach: 1. 12.) fo undoubt- 
edly they likewiſe fall down before the Lamb, having every one 


of them Harps and golden Vials full of Odours, which are the 
rayers of the Saints, Apoc, 5. 8. 


— ms. 
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3. Of Addreſſing more Supplications to the Virgin Mary than to 
Chrift. | 


E believes the Virgin E believes it damna- 
Mary to be much more * ble to think the 


powerful in Heaven than Chriit, Virgin Mary more powerful 
and that ſhe can Command in Reaven than Chriſt: Or 
him to do what ſhe thinks that ſhe can in any thing 
gaod : And for this reaſon he Command hira. He honours 
honours her much more than her indeed, as one that was 


C choſem 
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he does her Son, or God the choſen to be Mother of Go1, 

Father for one Prayer he and Bleffed amongſt all Weg. 

fays to God, ſaying ten to the men: And believes her to be 

Hoh Virgin. molt acceptable to God, in 

her Interceſlion for us : But 

owning her (till as a Creatre, and that all ſhe has of Excellecn- 

cy or Bliſs, is the Gift of God, proceeding from his meer Good. 

neſs. Neither does he at any tune ſay even fo much as ore 
Prayer to ber, but what isdirected wore principally to God ; be- 
ing offered. up as a Thankful Memorial of Chriſt's Incarnation, 

and an acknowledgment of the Bleſſedneſs of Jeſus the Fruit of 
her Womb. And this without imagining that theres any more 
diſhonouring of God in his reciting the 4zgelical Salntation, 
_ than in the firſt pronoincing it by the Angel Gabriel and Elz- 
zabeth : Or that his frequent Repetition of it is any more an 
dle Superſtition, than 1t was in David to repeat the fame 
Words over twenty times in the 136th. Pſalzz. | 


— 


4. Of Paying Divine Worſhip to Relicks. 


| E believes a kind of Di- HE believes it damnable to 

vinity to remain in the think there's any Divi- 
Relicks of his reputed Saints, nity in the Relicks of Saints, 
and therefore adores their rot- or to adore them with Divine 
ten Bones, their corrupted Fleſh, Honour, or to pray to- their 
their old Rags, with Divine Ho- rottten Bones, old. Rags, or 
nour kneeling down to them, Shrincs, or that they ean.work 
kiiſing them, and going in Pil- any ſtrange Curesor Miracles, 
grimage to their Shrines and Se- by any hidd:n-Power of thew 
pulcres. And he is ſo far poſſeſsd own. But he bclicves it good 
with a conceited Deity lying hid and lawful to keep them with 
in thoſe ſenſelels Remains, that a Veneration,. and give them: 
he fooliſhly believes, they work a Religious honour an4.reſpecF. 
greater Miracles, and raiſe more And this he thinks due to 


to Life, than ever Chriſt bimſelf them, maſinuch as knowing 
did. | himſelf 
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himſelf oblig'd to reſpe& and honour God Almighty from his 
Heart 3 he looks upon himſelf alſo oblig®d to refoelt and ho- | 
nour every thing that has any particular Relation to him: But - * 
this with an 7iferio,r Honour ; as the Jews did to the Ark, to 
the Tables of the Law, to Mofes's Rod, to the Temple, to the 
Prieſts - So we generally allow to the Bible, becauſe it contains 
Gods Word ; to the Church, becauſe it is Gods Houſe 5 to Ho- 
1y Men and Prieſts, becauſe they are Gods Servants. And 
ſo he does to Relicks, becauſe they appertain to Gods Fa- 
vourites; and, being 11en{tble things, are yet very ſenſible 
Pledges and lively Memorials of Chriſt's Servanits,” dead-in- 
deed to us, bur alive with him in Glory. And more efpeci- 
ally, becatiſe. God himſelf has been pleasd to honour them, 
by making them [»ſernmerts of many evident Miracles, he 
has viſibly work'd by them 3 as is manifeſt upon undeniable 
Record.. And this, he believes, as eafie for God Almighty 
now, and as much redounding to the Honour of his Holy 
Name, az it was 1n the Old Law to work ſach miraculous Ef- 
fe&ts by Moſess Rod, by Gideon's Trumpets, by Elizs's Mantle, 
after he was taken up into Heaven, (2 Kings 2. 14.) Eliſewss 
bones, (2 Kings 13. 21.) and infinite other ſuch like inſerſeble 
Things : and alſoin the New Law, by the Hex: of his own Gar- 
ment, (Mat. 9. 21.) by the Shadow of St; Peter, (AFs 5. 15.) 
by the Napkins and Harndkerchiefs, that had but touched the 
Body. of St. Paul, caſting out Devils, and curing Diſeaſes, 
(AFs 19. 12.) and ſuch like. And thus by having a Venerati- 
on-and Reſpect for theſe, he honours God : And does not 
doubt, but that they that contemn and profane theſe, do the 
like to God 5 as much as they did, who profan'd the Bread of 
Propoſitiongthe Temple, and Feſſels that belong'd th it. 


—— 


5. Of the Euchariſt. 


YE believes it lawf.1 to FE belicves it unlawful to 
commit Idolatry, and commit Idolatry ; and . 


2 moſt 
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makes it his daily pradiſe, to 
Worſhip and Adore a Breaden 
God ; eiving Divine Honour 


to theſe poor, ewpty Elements of 


Bread and Wine. Of theſe he 


&5heth pardon F his Sins ;, of 


theſe he deſires Grace and Salva- 
tion ;, theſe he acknowledges to 
have been bis Redeemer and Sa- 
viour, and hopes for no good,but 
what is to come to bim by means 
of theſe Honſhold Gods. Ard 
' then for his Apology he alledges 
ſuch groſs ContradiFions, ſo con- 
trary to Senſe and Reaſon, that 
whoſoever will be a Papilt, wus# 
be no man : Fondly believing, 
that what he adores, is no Bread 
or Wine,but Chriſt really preſert 
under thoſe Appearances ; and 
thus makes as many Chriſts, as 
many Redcemers, 4s there are 
Churches, Altars, or Prieſts. 
Hhen according to God's infal- 
lible Word , there 3s but one 
Chriſt, and he not on Earth, but 
at the right hand of his Father 


in Heaven. 


moſt damnable.to worſhip or 
adore any Breaden God, or to 
give Divine Honour to any 
Elements of Bread and Wine. 
He worſhips only one God, 
who made Heaven and Earth, 
and his only Son Jefas Chriſt 
our Redeemer ; who,being in 
all things equal to his Father, 
in Truth and Omnipotency, 
he believes, made his Words 
good, pronouncd at his laſt 


Supper; really giving his Body 


and Blood to his Apoſtles : the 
Snbſtance of Prodfand Wine, 
being by his powerful Words 
changed into his own Body 
and Blood 3 the Species only 
or Accidents of the Bread and 
Win- remaining as before.The 
ſame he believes of the moſt 
holy Sacrament of the Excha- 
rift,” conſecrated now , by 
Prieſts ; That it really contains 
the Body of Chriſt, which was 
deliver'd for ns; and his Blood, 
which was ſhed for the Remi(- 
ſton of Sins. Which being there 
united with the Dzvinity, he 


confeſſes Whole Chrift to be preſent. And him he adores and 
acknowledges his Redeemer, and not any Bread or Wine. And 
for the believing of this Myſtery,he does not at all chink it meet 
for any Chriſtian to appeal trom Chriſt's Words, to his own 
Senſes or Reaſon, for the examining the truth of what he has 

ſaid; but rather to ſubmit his Sexſes and Reaſor to Chriſt's Words 
* In the obſequioulſaeſs of Faith, And that being a Son of Abra- 


bam, 
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ham, "tis more becoming him to believe as Abraham did,prompt- 
ly, with a Faith - ſ#periour to. all Sexſe or Reaſon, and whether 
theſe could never lead him. With this Faith it is, he believes 
every Myſtery of his Religion, the Trinity, Incarnation, &*c. 
With this Faith he bclieves Chriſt to be God, though to Senſes 
he ſcem'd nothing but Mar. With this he believes, that what 
deſcended upon our Saviowr at his Baptiſin in Jordan, was 
really the Ho/; Ghoſt, though Senſes or Recſon could diſcover 
it to be nothing but a Dove. With this he believes, that the 
Man that Joſhua ſaw ſtanding over againſt him, with his Sword 
drawn, (JoÞ. 5. 13.) and the three Men that Ahrahazs enter- 
tain'd in the Plains of Mambre, (Gen, 18.) were really and 
ſubſtantially zo Mer ; and that-notwithſtanding all the infor- 
mation and evidence of Sexſe, from their Colour, Features, 
Proportion, Talking, Eating, and many others, of their being 
' Men; yet, without any diſcredit to his Senſes, he really be- 
heves rhey were no ſuch thing, becauſe God's Word has affu- 
red him of the contrary. And with this Faitb he believes 
Chriſt*s Body and Blood to be really preſent in the Blefſed Sa- 
crament, though, to all appearance, there's nothing more than 
Brgad and Wine. Thus, not at all hearkning to his Sexſes mn 
a matter where God ſpeaks, he unfeignedly confeſſes, That he 
that made the World of Nothing. by his ſole- Word; that cu- 
red Diſcaſcs by his Word ; that raiſed the Nead by his Word 3 
that expc<ll'd Devils z that commanded the Winds and Seqs's 
that multiphed Bread 3 that changed Water into. Wine by 
bis Word, and Sinners into. Juſt Men, cannot want Power to 
change Bread and Wine into his own Body and Blood by his + 
fole Word. And this without danger of multiplying his Body, 
of making as many Chriſts as Altars, or leaving the right-hand 
of his Father. But only by giving to his Body a ſupernatural 
manner of Exiſtence ; by which, being left without extenſor 
of Parts, and rendred independent of.Place, it may be one and 
the fame in many places at once, and whole in every part of 
the Symbols, and not obnoxious to any corporal contingencies. 
And this kind of Exiſtence is no more than what, in-a man- 
=4Y 
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ner, he beſtows upon ever Gloriffed Body : Than what his own 
Body had, when born withont the leaſt violation of his Mo- 
thers Virgina! Integrity : when he roſe from the Dead out of 
the Sepulchre, without removing the Stone: When he cntred 
among his Diſciples,the Doors being (but. And though he can- 
not underſtand how this.is done, yet he undoubtedly believes 
that God is able to do morethan he is ableto underſtand. | 


6. Of Merits and Good Works. 


 Ebelieves Chriſt's Death 

and Paſſion to be inef- 

feFnal, * and inſignificant, and 
that he has no dependence upon 
the Merits of his Snfferings, or 
the Mercy of God, pr the ob- 
taining Salvation ; but that he 
is to be ſave by his own Me- 
rits, an4 Good Works. And,for 
this reaſon, he is very zealo:ſly 
buſie in Faſting, in Whipping 
himſelf, in Watching, in going 
in Proceſſion, in wearing Pair. 
ſtarts, and uſing athouſand ſuch 
like Mortifications and ha- 
ving done this, he thinks him- 
" felf wot at all beholden to God 
fer his Salvation, and that to 
give him Heaven, will be no Fa- 
vor : Tt being now his due, up- 
on the account 'of his own M-- 
ritorious Atchievements.,without 
any (od-a-werey to Chriſt his 
Paſſion, or his Maker*s Good- 


neſs. 


E believes it damnable 
| ro ſay, That Chriſt's 
Death an Paſhon 1 ineffe- 
Qual and inlignificant : And, 
that *tis the Dodrine of De- 
vils to believe, that he has no 
dependence for his Salvation 
up the the Merits of Chriſt's 
Sufferings, - or the Mercy of 
God ; but only upon his Own 
Mcrits and God Works. *Tis 
his Faith to believe, that of 
our ſelves we are not ſuffci- 
ent ſo much as to think a 
goud thought, that the Grace 
by which we. are juſtified, 1s 
given us purely gratis upon 
the account of Chriſt's Me- 
rits.3 moreover, that no Man, 
how juſt ſorver, can merit 
any thing cither in this Life or 
in that to come, independent 
on the Merits and Pailion of 
Jeſus Chriſt. Nevertheic{s;that 
through the Merits of Chriſt, 
the Good Works of a Juſt 


WAL 


(23) 
Man PrOgeegung, from Grace, are. {@acceptibletoGod,. that '- 
through his Goodzeffand Promiſe, they. are- truly. Meritorioxs | 
of Eternal Lite.: And.this he: has 4@arnedfrom the: Apoſtle. 
(2 Tim. 4.8.) wherehe is taught, that there is a. Crown of 
Juſtice, which our Lord,.a jult Judge, will render at the laſt 
day, not only to-St. Pay/, but alſo.ta allthofe that ſhallhave 
fought a good fight, and/cynſummated their courſe, -keptthe 
Faith, and lov'd his coming., Knowing therefore, that at the | 
day of Judgment he is to receive according to his Works : He 
endeavours by good Works to make his Vocation ard EleFion ſare. 
And in following this Counſel, he thinks he no more/offends 


againſt the fulncſs of the Mexits of Chriſt's, os God's Mercy, 
than the Apoſtle doesin giving If. | 


—_—_— 
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7. Of Confeſſion. 


E believes it part of his 


Religion to make Gods 


of Men: fooliſhly thinking that 
theſe have Power to forgive Sins. 
And therefore as often as he finds 
his Conſcience oppreſsd with the 
guilt of his. Offemees he 
calls for one. of his Prieſts, 
who are commonly, more wicked 
thin him{elf, and falling days, 
at hjs Feet, heunfolds to him #he 
whole ſtate of kis Soul; , and ha- 
ving rin over a Catalagyte of his 
Sins, he acks of him pardon and 
ſergiveneſi. And what is mo 
abſurd of all, he js ſo fillily ſtu- 
pid, as to believe, That if his 
Ghoſtly Father ,, after he has 
heard all bis Villanies in bis ear, 


| E believesit damnable 

m: any Religion - t& 

make Gods of Men. -However, 
he firmly holds, That when 
Ciiſt, ſpeaking to his Apo- 
ſtles, ſaid, (Foh, 20. 21. ) Re- 
ceive ye the Holy Ghoſt, whoſe 
Sins you. ſhall forgive, they are 
forgiven and whoſe Sins you þ. 
ſhall retain, 'they are retained : 
He gave tothem, and their 
Succeſlors, the Biſhops and 
Prieſts of the Catholick Church, 
Authority to abfolve any tru- 


ſt ly penitent Sinner from his 


Sins. And God having thus: 
given them the Miniſtry of Re- 
conciliation , and made them 


Ehrift's Legates, (2. Cor. 5. 18, 
T9;.. 


does:but pronounce three or our 
Latin'words, making the Sign 
of the Croſs with two Finders 
and a Thumb over his Head, his 
Sins are forthwith forgiven 
him, although he had never any 
thoughts of amendment, or in- 
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19, 20.) Chriit's Miniſters, and 
the Diſpenſers of the Myſteries 
of Chit, and given them Pow- 
er to looſe on Earth whatſoever 
was to be looſed in Heaven; 
(Mat. 18. 18.) He undoubt- 
edly believes, that whoſoever 


tention to jorſake his wickedneſ;. comesto them making a fin- 
| _ _ cere and humble Conf lſion of 
his Sins, with a firm puxpoſe of amendment, and a hearty reſo- 
lation of turning from his evil ways, may from them receive 
Abſolution, by he Authority given them from Heaven, and 
not doubt but God ratifies above, the Sentence pronounced 
in that Tribunal, loofing in Heaven whatſoever is thus looſed by 
them on Earth, And that whoſoever comes without the due 
Preparation, without a Repentance from the bottom of his 
heart, and real.intention of forſaking his Sins, receives no be- 
. nefit by the Abſohatior 3, but addeth fin toſin, by a high con- 
_ tempt of Gods Mercy, and abuſe of his Sacraments. 
H: 


"OI_ 


—————_ 


8. Of Indulgences. 


E believes, that his Holy 
Father the Pope car 
. give hint leave to commit what 
Sins he pleaſes. Eſpecially if he can 
make him a Preſent of a round 
ſum of Money, he uever need 
doubt of obtaining an Indulgence 
or Parcon for himpelf and his 
Heirs for ever, fe 
Crimes or Wicke 
bis Poſterity may 


AUVe CONVENT » 


ence of falling into. And having 


this Commiljun in his Pocket un- 


+ all ſorts of 
weſrye.or api 


E believes it damnable 
& to hold, That the Pope, 
or any other Power 1n Heaven 


or Earth,can prve him leave to 


commit any Sins whatſoever : 
Or,that for any fam of Money 
he can obtain any {z4.;lgence 
or Pardox for Sins that are to 
be committed by him, or his 
H-irs, hereafter. He firmly be- 
heve:, That no Sinz can be 
forgiven, but by a true and 
hearty Kepentance : But __ 
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der Popes Broad-Seal , he may till there is a Power in the 
be .confident that Ohriſt will Church of granting Indulgences, | 
confirm and ſtand to all that his which concern not at fl the . 
Vicar «por Earth has grant- remiſſion of Sins either Mortal 
ed, and not call him to any ac- or Venial ; but only of ſome 
count for any thing he has done, temporalPuniſhments remain- 
althoneh he ſhould chance to die ing due after the Guilt is re- 
without the leaſt remorſe of Con- mitted. So that they are no- 
ſcience or Repentance for' his thing elſe, but a Mztigation or 
Sins. Relaxation, pon juſt Cauſes, 

of Canonical Penances , which 
are, or may be enjoyn'd by- the Paſtors of the Church, onpe- 
nitent Sinners, according to their ſeyeral degrees of demerit. 
And this he is tanght to be grounded, onthe judiciary Power, 
left by Chriſt in his Chxrch 5 of binding or looſing : whereby 
Authority was given to erefta Court of Conſcience, to affign Pe- 
nalties or releaſethem, as Circumſtances ſhould require. And 
this Authority he knows Saint Pa/{ plainly awn'd; (2 Cor.2.6.) 
where he decreed a Penance; Sufficient(fays he) to ſuch Mar, 
is this Puniſhment : And, (2 Cor. 2. 10.) where he releaſed 
one 3 For your ſake (ſpeaking of the Penance injoyn'd the In- 
ceſtuous Corinthian) I forgave it,” in the Perſon of Chriſt. And 
what" Mony is gwen at any time on this account, concerns 
not at all the Pope's Coffers, but is by every one'givenasthey* 
pleaſe, either to the Poor, to the Sick, to Priſoners, e*c.' 
whereſoever they judge it moſt Charity. And through he ac- 
knowledves many abuſes have beaſkcommitrted in CGrartine 
and Gaining Indulgences, though the default of ſome particu- 
lar Perſons 3 yet he cannot imagine how theſe cant be tn Ju- 
ſticechargd uponthe Church, to the prejudice 'of her Faith 
and Dottrine; «ſpecially fince he has been ſo careful *in the 
retrenching of them : As may be ſeen by what was done in 
the Council of Trent, Dec. de Induls. cam poteſtas. 


D « 9. Of 


E believes very injuriouſ- 
ly. of Chriſt's Paſſuon , 
being perſuaded, that his he 


rings aud Neath were not ſufft- 
ciently ſatisfaFory for our Sins, 
but that it is neceſſary for every 
one to make Satisfaction, for 
themſelves. And for this ag 
t er he þas. been at Confejſ1on,t 


# to ſarishe his offences 5 
and thus confidently relying upan 
his own Penitential Works, 


ſes hanſelf a Chriſtian, and that 
Chriſt is his Saviour 3, jet by his 
little truiting to him he ſeems To 
think him to be. no better, than 
what his Crucitix informs him, 
that is, a meer Wooden one. 


T. 


( 26 ): 


9. Of SatisfaFon® 


Prieft injeyus him a Penance 3 , 


by the performance of which, be. 
; Hi ag} Rav 4n "ſome meafare ſatisfie by 


he «tterly evacuates Chriſt's Paf- 
ſion. 3 and thongh he. profeſ- 


_j E believes it damnable, 

& tothink any thing in- 
jurioully of Chriſts Paſſion. 
Nevertheleſs he believ&,. that 
though Condign SatisfaBion 
for the Guilt of Sin, and the 
Pain Eternal due to it , | be 
proper only to Chriſt our Sa- 


yviour 3 yet that Penitent fin- 


ners beingRedeemed by Chriſt, 
and 'made his Members, may 


Prayex, Faſting, Alms, e*c.-for 


the;Temporal Pain, which, by 


order of. Ggd's Juſtice, fome- 
times. remains due, . after the 
Guilt and the Eternal Pazz are 
remitted. So that truſting in 
Chriſt as his Redeemer, he yet 
does not think,that by-Chrift's 
ſaffermgs, every Chriſtian is 
diſchargd of his [particular 
Sufferings 5: ., but that every 


one is to ſuffer ſomething fg himſelt, as St. Pa. 1 did, who by 
Tribulations, and 1n ſuffering m his own fleſh, did accompliſh thoſe 
things that wanted of the Paſſions of Cariſt 5 and this not only 
for himſelf, but for the whole Church (Coloff. 1. 24.) and thishe 
finds every where in Scriptare, viz. Pcople admonith'd of the 
greatneſs of their Sins, doing Penance in Faſting, Sackeloth and 
Aſhes,and by voluntary auſteritie-, endeavourig to fſatisfie the 
Divine Juſtice. And theſe Perſonal Satis factions God has fufh- 
ciently alſo minded him of, in the Funiſhment of Moſes, Aaron, 
David and infinite othersz and even in the Aftictions ſent by 


_ God 
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God upon'our own Age, in Plagnes, Wars, Fires, Perſecitions, 
Rebellions 5 and fuch like: Which, few are fo Atheiſtical, but 
they confeſs, to be ſent from Heaven for the juſt chaſtiſements 
of our Sins 3 and which we are to undergo, notwithſtanding 
the Infinite Satisfation made by Chriſt,” and without any un- 
dervalning of it. Now being thus convinc*d of fome Tempo- 
ral Puniſhments being due to his Sins,” he acceptspt all Tribu- 
lations, whether in Body, Name or Eſtate, from whenceſo- 
ever they come,and with others of his own chuſing,offers them 
up to God,for the difcharging this debt, [till confefling, that 
his Offences deſerve yet- more. Bat theſe penitential Works he 
istaught robe no otherwiſe /itisfaFory., than as joyned an 
apply'd to that Satisfe750n, which Jefus made upon the Croſs 3 
in vertue of which aloze, alt our good Works find a grateful 
acceptance in God's ſight. _ roar 
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1D. Of Reading the. Holy Seripture. 


E believes it part of his E believes it damnable 

 -Dity to think; meanly of {| Þ| inany one to think, 
the Word of God, to ſpeak ir- pea or do any thing irreve- 
reverently of the Scrptare 3 to, rently towards the Scrip- 
ao what he is able, to leſſen the *tyre 5 or by any means what- 
repute of it, and bring it into ſoever to bring it into diſre- 
tiſerace:And for thitend be ſays” pate or diſgrace. He holdsit 
# 37 obfeare, fiPof ambiguons in the higheſt Veneration of 
Expreſſions , plain Contradi-' all Menliving, he profeſles it 
Qions, ot fit to be read by the to be the Dew of Heaven, O- 
Vulgar, zor to be Tranſlated in- racles of God, Fonntain of E- 
to Vulgar Languages: And with- ternal Life; that to prophane 
ont refpeF to Chrilt or his Apo- '1t, is toincur the guilt of Dam- 
files propharrely Preaches.that zo , nation ; and that we are. ra- 
ten Books in the World has done ther bound to loſe our hves, 
fo much apes toChriftianity than concur any way to its 

7 


as this one : ' And-under a vain prophanation. 'Tis true, he. 
2 does 
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pretence of preventing farther does not think it fit,to be read- 


Inconveniencies, endeavours to generally by all, without Li- 
' deprive all ofthis Spiritual Com- cence, or in the Yulgar 


fort, of this Divine Food, of Tougues : Not for any diſre- 
this Heavenly Light, that þ ſpeCt to it 3 But, 1.Wecauſe 
being kept in darkneſs, they he underſtands, that private. 
may be alſo preſerud in igno- Interptetation is not proper for 
rance, and dahmed eternally, the Scripture, (2 Pet. 1. 20.) 
2. Becauſe that in the Epiſtles 
of Saint Paul are certain things hard to be underſtood, which the 
unlearned and uJitable deprave, as alſs the refit of the Scriptures, 
20 their ow Perdition (2 Pet. 3. 16. 3. Becauſe God hath gi- 
ven only ſome to be- Apoitles, _ Prophets, other. ſome Evange- 
liits, and other ſome Paitors and DoGors, (Epheſ. 4. 11.) For 
theſe Reaſons,he is taught that*tis not convenient for the Scrip- 
ture to be read indifſerently by all Men, but only by ſach ashave 
expreſsLicenſe,-and good Feſtimony from their Curates : that 
they are humble, diſcreet and devort Perfons; and ſuch as are 
willing to obſerve directionsin the peruſing this Sacred Volume; 
that 1s, take notice of all Godly Hiſtories, and imitable ex- 
amples of Franmliry, Chaftity, Obedience, Mercy to the Poor, 
e*c. and all ſuch places as are,apt to provoke and ſtir,up,the 
hatred of Sin, fear of God's Judgments, love of Vertue, &c. 
and 1n all Hard, Obſcire and Diſputable Pointe, to refer all to 
the Arbitrement of the Church, to the judgment of thor, 
whom God hath appointed Paitors aud Doors ; Never pre- 
ſaming to contend, controul, teach, or talk of their own Serſe 
and Phaxſie in deep Queſtions of Divinity, and high MySte- 
ries of Faith.z but expcQing the Senſe of. tbeſe trom the Lipof 
the Prie$t who ſhall keep knowledg, and from whoſe Mouth they ſha 
require the Law, (Mal. 2.7.) And this Caution 1s uſed, leſt that 
the Scripture coming into the Hands. of a preſuming fort of 
proud, curious and contentious People, he abuſed and per- 
vertedz who make it their Buffneſs to enquire into Dogmati- 
cal, Myſtical, High and Hidden Secrets of God's - Counſels 3 
into Prede3tinatton, Reprobation, EleFion, Preſcience and other 


{ach 
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ſuch incomprehenſible Myiteries ; and upon the preſumption of 
I know not what Spirit, unmediately become Teachers, Con- 
trollers , and Judges of DoFors, Church, Scriptares and all ; and 
acknowledging no Authority left by Chriſt, to which they are 
to ſubmit 3 under pretence of Scriptwre and Gods Word, make 
way for all ſort of Prophanereſs, Irreligion,and Atheiſm.So that 
tis not for the preſerving [zzorance, heallows a reſtraint upon 
the reading the Scriptures, but for the preventing a blind, igno- 
rant Preſimption. And that it may be done to edification; and 
not to deiiruFion, and without caſting the hoy to dogs, or pearls 


to ſwine. 


an 


M—_ 
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' 11. Of Apocryphal Books. 


| | 


good: and therefore ta 


make what Additions 
to Scripture his _ thinks 

es no 10> 
tice of the ancient Canon appro- 
ved -by the Apoſtles and Primi- 
tive Chriitians, bit alfows equal 
Authority to the Books 
Judith, Ecclcfiaſticus, Wiſdom 
and the Macchabees.” as to the 
other you of the Scripture 3 at- 
though theſe were always rejed- 
ed by the Jews, never extant in 


the Hebrew Copy, and expreſly 


condemned by St.” Jerome," as 
not Canomical, and® never ad- 
mitted by the Church, but only 


of late Tears in ſome of their Sy- 
nods, which made theſe Innova- 


tions contrary to the Senſe .of 


their Anceſtors. 


E wYelieves it lawful to 


of Toby, 


TIE believes it' damna- 

. ble ro-add_ any" thing 
to | the Scriprare. And yet 
allows the ' Books of Toby, 
Tudith, -Ecclefraiticas, Wiſdom,” 
Moaucchabees, to; be Canonical - 
becauſe the Ch.rch of Chriſt 
has declar'd''them ſ#ch 3 not 
only Mm _ theſe latter Ages 3 
bur even” inthe Primitive 
Times.” | Saint Greg. Nazianz. 


acknowledgd them: Canoni- 


cal, (Orat. de SS. Mace.) who 
lived in the Year 354. Al 
fo St. Ambroſe, (lib. de Jacob. 
& vit. beat.) An.370. Innocen- 
tizs 1. (Ep. ad Exnup.) They 
were alſo received by the 
Third Council of Carthage, 
Anno 419. which approv'd 


all theſe Books as Canonical, 


Can. 
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te the Hebrews, the Epiſtle of S. 
ſecond and third of $, John, S. Jude's Epiſtle, ad the Apocalypſe : 
. All which were for many years after the Apoſtles time, doubt- 
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Can. 47. and was ſubſcrib'd by St. Auguſtine, and confirm'd in 
the Sixth General Synod, (Argue. lib. 2. Do@. Chriſt. c. 8.) So 
that to him 'tis of little concern, whether they were ever in 
the Hebrew Copy ; the Canon of the Church of Chriſt being of 
much more Authority with him, than thg Canon of the Jews ; 
He having no other affurance that the Books of Moſes, and 
the four Goſpels,are the true Word of God, but by the 4u- 
thority and Canon of the Ch:rch. And this he has learn'd from 
that great Dofor St. Auguſtine, who declares his mind plainly 
in this caſe, ſaying. That he would not believe the Goſpel, except 
the Authority of the Catholick, Church moved him thereni:to, (cont. 
Ep. Fundam.c.q.) Now he is well ſatisfied, that many doubted 
whether theſe Books were Canonical or no; and, amongſt 0- 
thers, S. Jeroxre ; becauſe the Church had not then declar'd 
them ſo. | But ſince the Churches Declaration, no Catholick ever. 
doubted ; no-more than of other Books, viz. of tHfe Epiſtle 
James, the ſecond of S. Peter, the 


ed. of s but afterwards declared and received as Canonical. 
This.he- finds St. Jerome expretly confefling of himſelf, viz. 
That (for ſome time the Book of Judith feemed to him Apocryphat ; 
to- Wit, 'till the Conncil of Nice declar'd it otherwiſe; (Pref. in 
Judith.) The like he affirms of St. James's Epiſtle ; that it was 
doubted of by many, for ſ{cvera! yearsz but-parlatine terzpore 
procezlente mernit anthoritatem : By little and little in proceſs of 
time it gairnd Authority, (de viris illuſcverb.Facobus.) For this rea- 
ſon, he matters not, what Books have been reputed Apoeryphal 
by ſome, and for ſome years: But only what Books are Re- 
ceivd and Declard by the Church, Canonical, in what year, and 
at. what time ſoever. For believing that the ſame Spirit of Truth 
afliſts her m a// Ages 3 he looks-npon himſelt equally oblig'd-to 
receive her Definitions of the Year 419. as of any of the pre- 
cedent Years : It not bing poſſible tor Chriſt to fail of his Pro- 


ztiſe, or the Holy Ghoſt to err or -iſguide the Church 1n that 
Year, more than 1n avy other. 


12. Of 
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12. Of the Vulgar Edition of the Bible. 


E makes no Conſcience of 


abuſing the Scripture- 
and pervertin , for the main- 
tenance of his Errors and Super- 
ſtitions. And erefove though 
be dares not altogether lay it by; 
left ke ſhould, by ſo doing, loſe 
all claim to Chriſtianity : Tet be 
utterly diſapproves it, as it is in 
 #ts genuine | ruth .and Purity, 
and as allowed in the Church of 
England ; 4%d crying this down, 
he believes it «nlawf..l to be read 
by any of bis Communion. And 
then p ts into their Hinds ano- 


ther Vol-:me, which in its Fron- 


tiſ-piece bears the Title indeed of 


the Word - of God, with the 
names of the Books and Chap- 
ters 3 b!t in the context of it, 
is ſo every where full f Corrup- 
tions, Falſefications, and intol- 
lerable Abnjes, that it almoſt e- 
very where belies its Title, and 


E believes It a damna- 

ble (in,to abuſe the Serip- 
trre, or any ways to pervert 
it, for the maintenance of Þr- 
rours or. Stperſtitions 5and | 
thinks himſelf obligd, rather 
to lay down his lite, than con- 
cur to, or approve of, any ſych 
Fallifications or Corrwprions, 
prejudicial to Faith or Good 
Manners. For this reaſon, be- 
ing conſcious, that in all Ages 
there has been feveral Copres 
of this facred Volume, quite 
different from the wh er 


many places, cither, throvgh 


the miitake of the Tranſeribers, 
or. zralics of others, endea- 
vouring by this means to gain 


credit to their new Dotrines: 


He is commanded' not to 're- 
ccive all Books indifferently 
for the Word of God, that 


. wear that 7ztle 5 but only fuch 


as are approv*d by the Church, 


7. unfit for any oe, who profeſ- | 
fes himſelf a Chriſtian. ' and recommended to her as 
| £egitimate. And ſuch ts that, 
he daily uſes, commonly known by rhe name of the Yalgar 
Tranſlation 5 which has been the principal of all other Latin 
Copics 1n all Ages, ſince the primitive times ; much commen- 
ded by S. /ugaſtine ; and never altered in any thing, bur once 
heretofore by the holy Studies of S. Hier. And twice or thrice 
ſince, being review'd by Authority, and purg'd of ſuch mi- 
| . ſtakes, 
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ſtakes, as in length of time, had crept in by Tranſcribers or 
Printers faults:' And that this Tranſlation 15 moſt pure and 
incorrupt, as to any thing concerning matter of Belzef, or dif- 
ferences 11 Religion, 1s nut only the Dofrine of his Church ; 
bat alſo the Sentiment of many Learned Men of the Reforma- 
tion, who approve this Verſion, and prefer it before any other 
Latin one whatſoever. Beza in his Preface-to the New Te- 
Tament, Anno 1559. blames Eraſmys for rejeting it. Paulus 
Fagius cries out againſt all that diſallow it, (Cap. 4. Verſ. Lat. 
Paraphr. Chald.) Ludovicus de Dieu, with admiration confeſſes it 
to be moſt Faithful, (7 Not. ad Evang. Pref.) Caſaubon prefers 
| itbef@re the Greek Text now in uſe; and acknowledges that 
it agrees' with the ancient Marnſcripts, (in Not ad Evang. & 
AF.) Grotins profteſles to the World, that he highly eſteems 
it, for that 1t contains no erroneous Opinions, and 1s ver 
Larned 5 (ml/a dogmata inſalubria continent, &* multum habet 
in ſe eruditionis, Pref. Annot. in vet. Test.) And for this reaſon, 
he refers his Arnotatations generally to this Tranſlation, as he de- 
clarcs himſelt. So that, ſeeing this Verſror 18 deliver*d to him 
with th® approbation of his whole Church, and is commended 
by moſt Learned Adverſaries ; he thinks he has great reaſon 
to receive it, and that he may peruſe it, without any danger 
that can come to him, from any Corraptions or Falfifications. 
And becauſe he has not the like afſurance of the Engliſh Tran- 
flation, allow'd by PreteiFants, or any other made fince the 
Reformation, by. any of that Perſwaſion but ſees, that there has 
been almoſt as different Tran/lations made and Publilh'd by 
theſe, as there has been Men of different Humours, different 
Spirits, and different Int-reſts ; whereof none have ever ap- 
prov*d the Verſions of any of the reſt 3 but cry'd our againft, 
and- Condenirid thern, of many Alterations, Additions, De- 
traiFions, an: Forgeries, Bucer and the Ofrandrians exclaiming 
again{t Luther 5 Luther againſt Muniter , Beza againſt Caitaleo; 
Cajtsleo againit Bezaz, Calvin again(t Servetus 5 [i/yricus a- 
- gainſt Calvin and Peza, Our Ereliſh Miniifers againſt 1Ti2dat 
and his Fellows : And this, rtot upon the account of ſome 
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overſights, or light miſtakes, or the following of different Co- , 
pies; but accuſing one another of being Abſurd and Senſeleſs, 


in their Tranſlations ; of obſcuring and” pervert 


7g the meamng 


of the Holy Ghoſt, of Omiſſions and Additions; of perverting 
the Text in eight hundred forty and eight places 3 of corrnpt 
and falſe Tranſlations; all which in expreſs Terms, . has been 
charg'd by great Abettors of the Reformation againſt a Bible 
yet usd in Ere/and, and ordered to be read in all Charches 
by Queen Elizabeth, and to be ſeen in theRbridgment of x 


Book deliverd by certain Miniſters to King Jthres, 
12. in Mr. Burces Apolegy Se&. 6. Mr. Bronghtor's 


ir, 


ment to the Biſhops. And in DoCtor Reynold's refuling before 
the King at Hampton Court, to ſubſcribe to the Cormiririoht 
Book, becauſe it warranted a corrupt and falſe Trenflution of 
the Bible. For theſe, and ſuch other reaſons, heis commandet 
not to read any of theſe Tranſlations ; but only that, which 


15recommended to him by the Church. 


bn ———_— 
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13. Of the Scripture as a Rule of Faith. 


- Þ E belzeves it lawful 5, nay, 
that it is his obligation 

to undervalie the Scripture, and 
take from it that Authority, 
which Chriſt gave it. For where- 
as Chriſt left this to the World, 
as the Rule of Faith, and as a 
Sacred Oracle, jrom whence all 
his Followers might be inſtructed 
in the Precepts of a good Life, 


learn all the Niyſteries of their 


Faith, ard be reſolved in all dif- 


E bcheves it damnable 

to undervaſne the 
Scripture, or take from it 
the Aznthority given it by 
Chriſt. ic gives 1t all reſpe& 
dne to the HVord of God; he 
owns it to be of greateſt Ay- 
thority upon Earth, and that 
it 13 capable of leading a Man 
to all Truth, whenſoever it 
is rightly underſtood. But 
to any one that miſunder- 


E ftands 


_ ficult and doubtful Points of Re- 
ligion : He is taught flatly to 
deny allthis, and to believe that 


the Scripture is not capable of 


deciding any one point of Con- 
troverhie, or reconciling the dif- 
row Sentiments of Men in Re- 
1910n : Ard thus demeans him- 
ſelftoward: the Word of God, 
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ſtands it, and takes it in any 


other ſenſe, than what was 
intended by the Holy Ghoſt 3; 
he believes it to ſuch an one, 
to be 0 Spripture, no Word of 
God :; that to ſuch an one, it 
is 20 Rule of Faith, nor Judge 
of Controverſies. And that what 
he thinks to be the Do@re 
of Chriſt, and Command of 


32 4 manner avofi wrbecoming 4 
FY Heaven, 1s nothing but his 


own Imagination and the Sug- 
geftion of the Devil. And ſince, by the Experience of fo 
many thouſand Hereſies tince our Saviour's time, all pretend- 
ing to be grounded on Scripture, he finds that almoſt every 
Text of the Bible, and even thoſe that concern the moſt 
Efential and, Fundamental Points of the ChriStiaz Religion, 
may be interpreted ſeveral ways, and made to ſignifie 
things contrary toone another; and that while thus contrary 
meanings are by ſeveral Perfons drawn from the ſame Hor 4s ; 
the Scoipture 1s altogether ſilent, without diſcovering which 
of all thoſe Senſes 15 that intended by the Holy Ghoit, and 
leading to Truth, and which are Erron2ous and Antichri- 
{tian : He is taught to believe, that the Scrzpture alone can be 
no Rxle of Faith to any Private or Paiiealar Perſon ; not 
that there 1s any thing wanting on the Scriptare-ffde 5 but be- 
cauſe no Private Ferſon can be certain, whether amongſt all 
the ſeveral meanings every Text is obnoxious to, that which 
heaunderſtands it in, 13 the Right, or uo. And without this 


certainty of Truth, and ſecurity front Errour, he knows there's 
nothing capable of being a Rule. 


* 
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14. Of the Interpretation of Soripture. 


E believes that his Church 

which he calls Catholick, 
is above the Scripture 3 and 
prophanely allows to her an un- 
controllable Authority of being 
Judge of the Word of God. 
And being fondly abuſed into a 
diitruit of the Scriptures, and 


that he can be certain of nothing, 


even of the Fundamcntals of 


Chriſtianity, from wit is deli- 


E believes, that. the 

Church 18 not above 
the Scripture 5 but only. al- 
lows that Order between them, 
as is between the Judge and 
the Law. Agd is no other, 
than what, geperally every 
Pavate Member of Þ.the. Re- 
formation challenges to him- 
ſelf, as often as he.pretenqs 
to decide any Doubt of his 
own, or his Neighbour- in 


vered in them, thor gh they ſpeak, 
never ſo plainly ; ha is ta:ght 
to rely wholly upon this Church, 
and not to believe one word the 
Scripture ſays, unleſs his Church 


ſays it too. 


Religion, by interpreting the 
Scripture, Neither is he 
'taught at all to diſtruſt the 
Scripture, or not to relie on 
| it but only to diſtruſt his 
own private Interpretation of 

It , and not to relie upon his own Judgment, in the Reſolutior: 
of any Doubt concerning Faith or Religion, though he can 
produce ſeveral Texts in favour of his Opinion. But in all 
ſuch Caſes he is commanded to recur to the Church ; 
and having learnt from her, the ſenſe of all ſuch Texts; 
how they have been underſtood. by the whole Commu- 
nity of Chriſtians, in all Ages ſince the Apoſtles ; and - 
what has been their Receiv'd Do#rixe , in ſuch doubttul 
and difticulr Points ; he is obligd to ſubmit to this, and never 
preſume, on his own Private Sentiments , however ſcemingly 
ones on Reaſon and Scripture, to Believe or Preach any 
ew Do@rine eppoſite to the Belief of the Church; but as he rc- 
ccivcs from her the Book, fo allo to reccive from herthe ſerſe 
of the Book: With a Holy Confidence, that ſhe that did not 
cheat him in delivering a Falſe Book for the True ore, will nat 


2 cheat 


- 
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cheathim in delivering a Falſe and Erroxeous ſenſe for the Tre 
one; her Authority,which is ſafficient in the one , being mt le/s 
in the other : And his own Private Judgment, which was inſufſi- 
tient in the o2e,that is.in finding vut the Thwe Seriptire, and di(- 
e&rtringit from atl other Books ; being as incapable and inſafft- 
cient in'the 9ther,thar is, in cettainly diſcovering the meaning 
of the Holy Ghoſt,and avoiding all other Heterodox and Ms 
taken Interpretations. 


te 
| ——— 
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15. Of Tradition. 


T7 FE believes the Scriptnre 
OR to be imperfect : 6 
For the ſapplying of what he thinks 
Befetn 


ve in' it, he admits 


—_ VO I PII 


E believes,the Scripture 
not: to be izzperfeF,nor 
to want Human Ordinations, 
or Traditions of Men, for. the 


Hhirrane  Ordmations', ard 
Traditions of Me» : allowing 
equal 2nthority to theſe, as fo 
the” Scriptures themſelves 
-thinkt\hie himſelf as #rch oblig*d 
to” ftbmrit to theſe, and believe 
them with Divine Faith, as he 
dves ;; whatſoever is written in 
the Bible, ard confeſſedly ſpoken 
by the Author of all Truth, God 
himfelf. Neither will he a4mit 
of any one to be a Member of his 
Communion, altho he undoubt- 
edly believes every Word that's 
written in the Scripture 5 un- 


leſs he alſo aſſents to theſe Tra- 


ditions, and gives as great cre- 


ſupplying any Defects in i : 
Neither does he allow the 


ſame Authority to theſe, as to 


the Word of God; or give them 
equal credit: or exact it of 0- 
thers, that defire to be admit- 
ted into the Communion of 
his Charch.He believes no.Di- 
vme Faith ought to be given 
to any thing, but what is of 


* Divine Revelation ; and that 


nothing 1s to have place in his 
Creed, but what was taught by 
Chriit and his Apoitles:and has 
been b.liev'd and taught in 
all Apes by the Church of God, 
the Congregation of all True 


dit to them as to the Ward of Believers, and has been ſo de. 
God, althongh in that, there is Niverd down to him through 


all 
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ot the leaſt fooſtep of then ts all Ages. | But now, whether 
be forindl. \ that which has beer odelive- 
red - ewn to him, as the Do- 
&rine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, has been by Word of Month , 
or Writing, is altogether indifferent- to him 3 he being ready 
to follow;in this pornt,as in all others,the command of $.Pavd, 
that is, To ſterd faſt, ard hold the Traditions he has lEdri\d, whe- 
ther by Word, or by Epiſtle, (2 Theſ.2.15.). And to look upon 
any one as nathenra, that ſhall preach otherwiſe than he has (thus) 
received, (Gal.1.9.) Sothat,as he undoubted holds the Serip- 
! ture to bethe Word of God, penr'd by Prophets'and Apoſtles , 
and inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, becauſe mm all Ages, from Mo- 
ſes to Chriſt,and from Chriſt to this titne, it has been ſo:/Taught , 
Preach'd, Believ*'d and Deliverd ſucceſlivcly by the Faithful ; 
and never ſcruplesrhe leaſt of the truth of it;- nor ſticks to 
aſſent to it, with a ſtedfaſt and Divine Faith : although they 
are not,nor have not at any tme been able,toprove what they 
have thustaugat,and deliverd,with one Text of Scripture.” In 
the like manner,ts he ready to receive and believe,all that this 
ſame Congregation has, together with the Bible, in all Ages ſuc» 
ceſſively, without interruption, Taught, Preach'd, Believ'd and 
Dehver'd as the DoFrine of Chriſt and'his Apoſtles 5 and aſſent 
tot with Divine Faith ; ' aſt as he does to' the Bible; and e- 
ſteems any one Azathema , that ſhall Preach otherwiſe than he 
has thus recervd. And although ſome may ſcrioufly endeavour 
to convince him,that ſeveral Points of Faith,and other Religi- 
| _ olts Practrſesy which he has thus receiv*d and believes, arenot 
the DoErine of Chr:/Z,nvr Apoſtolical Inſtitutions , but rather 
Inventionsof Men,and Letlons of Antichriſt, and ſhould pro- 
dnce ſeveral Texts of Scripture for the proving of it: He is not 
any Fg arp atit:As well knowing, that he that follows 
hot this Rnle, of: Believing all 40 be of Chriſt,that has been univer- 
fally taught and'believd as ſuch ; by the Church of Chriſt 5 and 
of underſtanding the Scripture in the ſame ſenſe, in which it 
as inall Ages, been underſtood by the ſame Church; may ve- 
ry eahily frame' as many Creeds as he plcaſes, and make 
; 2 Chriſt--. 


* 
. oi, 
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Chriſtand his Apoſtles ſpeak what ſhall be moft agreeable 
ro his Humour, and ſuit beſt with his Zprereſt, and find plain 
proofs for all: And make no more difficulty in produ- 
cing Scripture againit Chriſt's DoF#rine, than the ZFews and 
the Devil did againſt Chriſts Perſon, who never wanted 
their Scriptum eft ; (/tis written s) when rwas neceſſary to 
carry of their deſigns. And if there were any thing in 
theſe fort of Arguments, to make him doubt of the truth 
of any Point of DoQrine, thus receiv'd; he thinks it 
might make him call in queſtion the Truth of the Scrip- 
tureiand the Bible it ſelf, as ſoon as any thing elſe. They 
all ſtanding upon the ſame foundation of the Church's 


Tradition, wh:ch, if itfail in one, leaves no lecurity in 
any. 


I6. Of Conncils. 


Ebelieves that theFaith E belives that the Faith 


. of his Church may re: 
cerve new Additions every 
day : And that he is not only 
oblig*d to believe what Chriſt 
ta'ght, andhis Apoſtles , but 
alſo every Definition or Decree, 
of - any General-Council :af- 
ſembled by the Command of the 
Pope. So tat as oftin as any 
thing is iſſued out, by th: An 
thority of any of theſe Church- 
Parliaments, and oraer'd to 


be believ'd ; h: thinks himſelf 


under pain of Damnation, im- 
mediately Lound to r:cetvett ; 
and hiving added it to his 
Creed, to aſſent to it with as 


ot his Church can re- 
ceive no Maditions ; and that 
he is. obhg'd 'bo believe no- 
thing , befides that which 
Chriſt taught and his Apo- 
fil:s; and if any thing con- 
trary to this, ſhould be de- 
find and commanded to be 
believ'd, even by ten thou- 
{and Councils, he believes it 
damnabl: 1n any one to Te- 
ceive it, and by  fuch De- 
crees, to make Additions to 
his Creed. However, he main- 
tains the Neceflity and Right 
of Gem ral Councils lawfully 
Allembl.d ; whoſe bulige!s 


It 
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Firm, Stedfaſt and Divin: 4 
Faith, as if it had been Com. 
manded by Chriſt hin:ſelf, and 
Decre:d in the Conſiſtory of 
Heaven, And by this means 
he never comes to. underſtand 
his Religion or know what hg ts 
to Believe : but by the continual 
Alterations , Additions, Di- 
minutions, Interpretations, 
th ſe of Councils heis pr ferv'd 
in « neceſſary Contuſion ; ara 
though he changes often, yet 
he fondly thinks bimſeclf always 
the ſame. 


if is, not to Coin ww Articles 
of Faith, or deviſe Freſb 
7 nets ; but only, as often 


as any Point of Receiv'd 


DoCtrine is + impugned or 
call'd in queftion ; to debate 
the matter; and examine, 
what has been the Belief of 
all Nations (who -are there 
preſent. in- their Prelates) in 
that Point. And this being 
agreed on, to"publiſh and 
makes known to the World, 
which is the Catholick Ds- 
fFrine, lefr by Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles ; and which the. 


new broach'd Errcr. And by this means to prevent the lofs 
of infinite numbers of Souls, which might ort:erwiſe be 
deluded ; and carried away after new inventions z not be- 
ing capable by their own knowledge and abilities to diſtin- 
guiſh betwixt 7th 2nd Falſbood,and diſcover the ſubtilties 
of every crafty Decetver. And in this caſe he-believes that 
he is oblig't to ſubmit, and receive the Decrees of ſuch a 
Council ; the Paltors and Prelates there preſent, being 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles appointed, for the deciſion of 
{uch Controverſics. They having the care of that flock com- 
mitted to them, over which the Holy Ghoſt has made them 
Overſeers to feed the Church of God, ( Att. 20.28.) and to 
march againſt thoſe Men,who ſhould ariſe from among them- 
ſelves, ſpeaking perverſe thin;s to draw Diſciples after them, 
(ib. Yerſ. 30.) And he having receiv'd Commana,as likewiſe 
the whole fleck of Chrift, to obey their Prelates,andto be ſubjett 
to them,who watch, and are to render an account for their ſouls, 
(Heb. 13. 17.) with an aſſurance, that, He that heareth them, 
beareth Chriſt ; and he that deſpiſeth th-m deſpiſeth Chriſt,( Luk, 
10. 16.) And withal being taught, that as this way of the 

Antients 
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Antiemis of the Church and Prelates meeting, in caſe of 
any danger threatning. their Flock, -or any new Doftrine 
ariſing ; was the means inſtituted by Chriſt, and praftiſed 
' by the Apoſttes, in the firſt planting of the Church,for the 
preventing Schiſms, and preſerving Unity among the Faith- 
ful, and that they ſhould ſpeak and thizk the ſame thing, and 
be per fettly joyr.'d tog' ther in the {ape mind, and ſame j1doment, 
(1 Cor. 1, 10.) So it ovght' to be the-means it all:ſicceeding 
Ages, for the preventing Dzvifiens, and conſerving Unity 
among 'the Fazrhfa/. And that therefore; as' that Contro- 
verfie- concerning the' necef/ity of Circumciſion, (AF. c. 15;) 
ariſing inthe Apoltles time, was not decided by any Privete 
Perſon, nor even by Paul and Barzabas, who nevertheleſs, 
had receiv'd the Holy Ghoſt, and one would have thought, 
might have pretended to the Spirir and a heavenly Zighr; 
but by a Gezeral Vecring of the poles and Zlaers of the 
Church at Fernſalem who were conſulted: by Paul and Bay- 
nabas about this queſtion. So all other Diſputes: and aiſficult es 
of” Religion arifing in ſucceeding ' Ages, ought to be Teferr*d 
to the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles (whoſe Charge, Dignity 
and Office to continue to the end of the World, though 
they are dead in Perion) who are.to conþaer of the mattcr, 
(Ad.15 .6.)as the Apoſil-s did ; while allthe Multitude ke ps 
filence, (Perſ 12.) without any one preſuming on any Learn- 
ing, Gifts, Vertue, Prayers or Tnſpiraticn, to intermeddle in 
the Diſpute, or put an end to the Queſtion : This being none 
of their buſinels or obligation, but only with all Patience 
and Humili'y to expe the Determination of their Prelat's 
and Elders, and receive it with the ſame expreſſions, as 


thoſe Good Chriftians did heretofore, who rejoyce for the 
conſolation, (Ad. 15. 31.) And unleſs this, that the A; oftles 
did and their ©bſeqnions flock, be taken as a Patery in all 
Ages, for the ending ſuch like difficulties : he believes 
*tzs impoſſible that Believers joould ſtand faſt with owe ſpirit, 
with owe mind, (Phil. 1, 27.) and be not carricd away with 
divers ans [tranze Deftrin:s, (A:b.i3.9.) 

7 17. Of 
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17. Of I»fallibility hs the Church. 


E believes that the Pa- 

ſflors and Prelates of 

his Church are infallible, and 
that lik? ſo many Divine Ora- 
cles, or p tty Familiar Deities, 
th-y are exempt from Error, 
and cannot deceive. But this 
eſpecially, whow thy are met 
topeth:r in.« General Coun- 
cil : It being a miin part of his 
Faith, That th:n. they are ſe- 
cure from all miſtake ; and 
that it is as impoſſible for then: 
to declin? either to the right- 
h ind or to the lift, in any of 
their Definitions and Decrees, 
4s it is for God to leave Hea- 
ven, and become the Author of 
lies.Thus fondly believing th-ſe 
FO be aſſiſt: d with 4 o_ 
ry Infallivility ke Gods,whorw 
their Ianorance, ill Exampl: and 
Debanch'd Lives to a true Con- 
faderer, ſcarce ſpeak to be Men. 
As if God Almighty aid fo 
blindy throv his Ben: fits and 


Graces amona(ſt bu Creatures, 


that none ſhould have a more 


pow:rful aſſiſtance of God's 
Truth and Tnfallible Spirit, 
than thoſe in whom there was 


leaſt of God to be found. 


E believes that the Pa- 
ſtorsand Prelates of 

his Church are Fallible ; that 
there 15 none of them, but 
may fall into Errors, Herelie 
and Schiſm, and conlequent- 
ly are ſubje& to millative, 
But that the whole Church 
can fail, or be dcceiv'd in 
any one Point 'of. Faith, this 
he believes impoſſhble;know- 
iNg it to be built: on beter 
Promiſes ; ſuch as ſecure her 
from all Zrror, and danger 
of Prevarication, Her Foun - 


dation being laid by. Chriſt, 


#5 which the gates of h.ll 


all not prevail, (Matt. 16. 
18.) The Power that pro- 
tects her, being Chri/t him- 
ſelf; Beh Id, 7 am with 
you all days, (Matth: 28, 
20.) The Spirit that Guid-s 
and Z7eaches her, being the 
Comforter the Holy (hoſt : 
who. (ball teach her: afl thinss, 
and ſugoeſt to her all things 
that Chriſt has ſui to ber, 
CFoh. 14..26 ) The time that 
ſhs is to be thus prote&ed, 
taught and affiited, being not 
only while the Apoſtles lived, 
or for the firſt three, four 


Or 
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or five hundred years next after ; but for ever, tothe ead. 
of the World, Behold,. / am with you all. days, (Matt, +8. 
20.) He will give you another Paraclete, that he may abide 
with you for ever, (Foh, 14. 16.) And the thing, that ſhe 
is to be thus taught to the end of the World, being 4{rruch. 
Fe ſhall teach you all truth, (Foh. 16. 13.) Now being aſſu- 
red by theſe Promiſcs, that the Church of Chriſt ſball be. 
taught all Truth by 'the ſpecial affiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, 
to the end of the World ; he has Faith to believe, that 
Chriſt will make his Fords good; and that his Church ſhall 
never fail, nor be corrupted with Antichriſtian DoQrine, | 
nor be the Miſtreſs of Zrrors ; but ſhall be taught all Truth, | 
and ſhall teach all Truth to the Conſummation of things ; 
and that whoſocvcr hears her, hears Chriſt ; And whoſoever 
deſpiſ-th her, deſpiſes Chriſt ; and ought to beeſteemed as an 
Heathen or a Publican, (Matt, 18. 17.) The like affittance 
of the Holy Ghoſt, he believes to be in all General Councils, 
. Which is the Church repreſentative: (as the Parliament is the 
Repreſentat ve of the Nation :) by which they are ſpecially 
Prote&ed from all Zrror,in all Definitions and Declarations 
in matters of Faith. So that what the Apoſtles pronounc'd 
concerning the Reſult of their Councils ; (4. 15. 28.) 
It hath ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt, and to us; he does not 
doubr,” may be prefix'd, to all rhe Determinations in Point 
of Faith, Reſoly'd on, by any Gemneral-Councils lawfully Al. 
ſembled fince that time, or to-be held to the Worlds end : 
The: ſftance being to extend as far as the Promiſe. And 
though *tis poſſible thar ſeveral of the Pre/ates and Paſtors 
in ſuchan Fſembly,as alſo many others in Communion with 
the Church of Chrift,ſhould at other times,cither through 
Pride or Tenorance, prevaricate, make Innovations in Faith, 
teach erroneous DoCGtrines, and endeavour to draw num- 
bers after them ; yet he is taught, that this does not at all 
argue 2 Pallivititz in the Churchy, nor prejudice her Faith, 
but only the Perſons, that thus unhappily fall into theſe | 
Errors, and cut themſelves off from being Members of the 


Myſtical 
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Myſtical Body of Chriſt upon Earth : Whilſt the Belzef of 
the Church remains pure and untainted ; and experiences 
the truth of what St. Paul forevold, that Grievons wolves 
ſhall enter in among you, not ſparing the flick : Alſo of your 
own ſelves ſhall men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe things, to draw 
away Diſciples after them, (Ad. 20. v. 29, 30.) Which as 
it prov'd true even in the Apoſtles time, by the fall of + 
cholas and his followers, as alſo of ſeveral others: So it has 
been verified inall Ages fince, by turbulent and preſuming 
Spirits broaching new Dottrines, and making Separations 

and Schiſms : But this without caſting any more” afperfion 
on the Church or Congregation of the Fauhfal, than':the: fall 
of F#4as did on the Apoſtles; or the Rebellion of Zariferon 
the Hierarchy of: Angels; which was no more than that 
ſuch wicked and preſuming Spirts nent vx8 from amongſt 
them, and were exp:/P4 their Communion, as. unworthy. 
Neither does it reflec ar all on the Churches -4#thority, of 
make the Truth of her Doctrine queſtionable to him ; that 
many of her Eminent Members, DoQors , Prelates and 
Leading Men, have been, orare, great and enormous ſix- 
ers, infamous for their Pride, Covetonſneſs, or other Yices 
whatſoever ; The Promiſes of Gol's continual and uninter- 
rupted Aſſiſtance to his Church, bcing not to be fruſtrated 
by the wickedneſs of ſuch particular Men, though in great 
Dignities. Thele Promiſes being made ſurer to her, than 
ever tothe Zewiſh Church: Which nevertheleſs Rood firm 
in her Authority, and the Delivery of Frath, notwithſtand- 
ing, the frequent 7d-latry of tlie Perple, Nadab anda thus 
(Conſlecrated Prieſts) offering /{ranze fire 3 Corah,' Dathan, 
and Aviram's making a great Schiſm, and the fins of » Moſes 
and Aa7on, and. other her High-Prietts in all fucceedmg 
Ages. Nay though all things touching Religiun. and Ver» 
tue were in a manner run to decay, in our Saviour's time, 
both'in Prieſts and People ;, yet did he maintain the Amtho- 
rity of the Fewiſh Church, and command all to be Obedient, 
and ſubmit to thoſe who had the fuperiority z without call. 
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ing in. queſtion their Authority, or doubting of the reaſon- 
ableneſs of their Commands. 7he Scribes and Phariſees( ſays 


he, Mat. 23. 2.) 


in Moſcs's Chair : All therefore, what- 


foever they bid you F foul that obſerve and do: But do ye not 
after their works. 1f therefore God's ſpecial Affiſtame was 
never wanting tothe Church of the Fews, ſoas tolet it fail in 
the 7r»th of its DotFrine, or its Authority ; notwithſtandin 

the Pride, Covetouſneſs, Cruelty, Impiety, Idolatry, of 


'+ many of her Levites, Elders, Prieſts and High Prieffs, Why 


ſhould not he believe the ſame of the Chrrch of Chrit,which, 


as St. Paul ſays, is built ow better Promiſes 


: and that it re- 


mains entire in the 7Truth of her Do#rine, and her Autho- 
ri#9, notwithſtanding the viciouſneſs of many of her Gover- 
ours ? Efpecially, ſince he's in a manner confident, that 
there has been nothing ſo infamous ated by any Prieſts, 
Prelates, Popes or others, ſince Chriſt's time, . but whar may 
be fellow*d, nay, was out-done by the Prieſts of the Fews. 


—— 


— 


18. Of the Pope. 


E belicwes the Pope to 
be his great God, and 


to be far above all the Angels. 


That Chrift is no longer Head 
of the Church, bus that this 
Holy Father hath riken his 
place 5 and that whatſoever he 
Orders, Dcecrees or C: mmanas, 
is to be .received by his Flock, 
with th- ſame reſpetF, ſubmiſſi- 
ow and awe, as if Chriſt had 
ſpoken it by bis mouth. For 
that his Holineſs having once 
receiv?d the Tripple-Crown 


on his Head, is now no more 


E believes the Pope to 

be none of his God, 
neither Great nor Little; 
that he is not above the 
Angels, but only a Man. He 
believes that Chriſt, as he is 
ſupreme Maſter , Goverwour 
and Zord of all Created 
things, ſo alſoof his Church, 
of which he acknowledges 
him to be the Founder and 
Head But as notwithſtanding 
this Zordſbip and Headſhip of 
Chriſt over all things, every 
Father of a Family owns _— 

c 
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to be loikd upon 4s a Man, 
but as Chrilt's Vicar, whoſ* 
Office it # to Conſlitite and 
Ordain ſuch things as Chriit 
forgot , when he was upon 
Earth, nt !hroughly conſider- 


ſelf to be Maſter of it under 
Chriſt; every petty Com- 
m-n1er of a Ship, ſtyles him- 
iel!f a/ter of it wnder God ; 
and every Prince, King and 
Emperor 1s confeſſed ſupreme 


ing, what would be the Exi- Lord and G:wernor of his 


gencies of his Flock in future 
Ages. And 


for this intent, 
ſterious Intfallibiliiy ; ſuch as 
hid:s it ſelf, wh:n he is upon 
his own Private Concerns, 
expoſes him to all the Deſigns, 
Cheats, Malice, and Machina: 
tions of his Enemies, and lets 
him be as eafily overſ:en, as 
imprudent as ſilly as his Neigh- 
bours, But wh:n he comes in- 
to his Chair, to hear any Pub- 
lick Buſineſs, th: it begins 
to appear, and protetts him 
from all Miſtake andErrors 3 
and he becom 5s imm diatel 

fall of the Holy Ghoſt, :hough 
he had the Dewil and all 
Filani:s and WWickedneſs in 
him juſt ©: fore. 


or tha! has any Superiority, 


To) 
ihe x 
fi 


to wit, the Pope or Biſhop of 


Rome, who 1s the Succeſſor of\ 


St. Peter, to whom Chriſt 
committed the care of his 
Flock land who hath been 
follow'd now by a /iſible Sus- 
cefſion of above 250 Biſhops: 
Acknowledg'd as fuch in all 
palt Ages by the Chriſtian 
World, | 

the Pope to enjoy this D go 


: 


ty, he looks upon hjmſelf 


_ to ſhew him that Res 
ſpeit, Submiſſion and. Obe- 


dience,* which is'due fo his: 


Place [a thing which no bo- 
dy can in Reaſon or< Confcis 
ence deny to any ofe in Rule, 
Neither does' he doubr but 


ngons undr God:So alſort'* 


/ And now believing!” 


God aſſiſts thoſe, who have this Charge, with a particular 
helping Grac:, fuch as has a ſpecial reſp:& to the Office and 
Funttion, more than to the Perſo». Such was given to all 
the Prophets, when they were ſent to Preach : "Such to 
Moſes, when he was made God to Pharaoh, C Ex'd, 7. 1.) 
Such to the Seventy Zlaers, when God taking of the Spir:s 


f 


@& 


em 


lieves that there is a Pa-g.,, »».4. 
he is aſſiſt. d with a certain My. »ftor,, Governour and Head of 
Chriff*s Church under Chriſt,” 


n lr 
<4. 
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of Moſes, gave it wntothem, and conſtituted them Zudges, 
Such to Caiphas, whoin Council, propheſied of the Death 
. of Chriſt, which St. Foh» aſcrib'd not to his Perſon, but 
to his Office of High. Prieft : (Juha. 11. 51.) And this ſpake | 
he not of bimſelf,, but b:ing High Prieſt that year; he Prophe- 

fied, that Feſus ſhould ate for that Nation. By Priviledge | 
of his Office, uttering a Zruth, which he himſelf never 
,meant. With ſuch like helping Grace he doubts not bat |! 
God generally afliſts the Paſtors of the New law, and more 
eſpecially the High- Prieſt, for the Good of the whole Flock. ; 
And therefore rhough he were as wicked as Caiphas, yet | 
heis ready to tender him all reſpe& due to his Fanftton, 
and obey him in every thing concerning the Z#xerciſe of his | 


-Charge, not for any conſideration of his Perſoz, but meer- 
ly for the Office, he bears : It being the Duty of a good Sor 
to Ob:y his Fath-r, and of a Loyal Subjet his King, and 
never to queſtion their Authority, or diſreſpe& them in 
their Office, though tor ſome particular Vices, they may 
have little reſpe& tor their Perſon 4In this manver is he' 
cready to betiave himſelf towards his Chief Paitor , withi 
|all Reverence and Submiſſivn, never ſcrupling to receive 
\his Decrees and Definitions, ſuch as are iflued forth by his! 
\Authority, with all their due circumſtances, and accord- 
jing to Z4a»y, inthe concern of the whole Fleck. fAnd 
'this whether he has the aſſiſtance, of a Divine nfallibity, 
or no: which, tho' {ome allow him, without being 1n a 
i General Con:.cil, yer he is ſatisfied, * tis only their Opinton, | 
and not their Faith, there being no Obligation from the | 
Church of aiſenting ro any ſuch DoQrine And therefore, 
as in any Civil government, the Sentence of the Supreme 
Fudge or Hieheſt Tribunal, is to be Obey'd, tho? there be 
no aſſurance of /zfal/ib:i:ty or Divine Proteition from Error 
or Viſteke : So is he taught, ſhould be done to the Or- 
ders of the Supreme *Piſfor, whether he be Znfallible 
or nay 
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19. Of Diſpenſations. 


E bulieves,that the Pope 

has Autiority to di- 

ſpence with th: Laws of God ; 
and abſolve any one from the 
obligation of keeping the Com- 
mand ncnts. So that, if he has 
but kis Boly Fathers /ave, be 


may confidently d:\ſemble, lie, 


and fo.iwear himſelf in all, 


E believes, that the 

Pop: has no Authority 

10 diſpenſe with the Waw of 
God ,z and that there's no 
Powey upon Earth can abſolve 
any one from the Obligation 
of keeping the Command-. 
ments 5 or give leave to LZze, 
or Forſwear or make, that 


wbitſoever he pleaſ s, and ne- 
wver be in ding r.of being calPa 
t0 an account at the laſt day ; 
eſpecially if his Lying and 
Forſwearing as for the com- 
20x good of tie Church: there 
be ng then a (ure Revard pre- 
par d for him in Heaven, as a 
recompence of his good Inten- 
tions and herozck Atchirve- 
ments. And if at any time, 
he ſhould chance to be catch'd in 


the manag: ment of any of theſe 
Pablick and Church-con- 
cerns, ani b ing obnoxious to 
Penal Laws, ſhould have Sen: 
tence of D:ath paſs'd on him 
he has libcrty at his laſt ! our on 
the Sczftold or Ladder,to mak: 
s Publick Deteſtation of all ſuch 
Crim:s, to mike Proteſtations 
oft his Innocence 3 ts call God 
to nitneſs,that he dies wnjuſtly; 


the breaking of any the /eaſt 
Divine Precept, {hall not be- 
accountable for, at the day 
of Judgment. He is taughr: 
by his Cburch in all Books of 
DireQion, in all Catechiſms, - 
in all Sermons, . that every: 
Lie1s a Sin 3 that tocall God 
to witneis to an Untrith..1s 
 damnabl: ;, that it ought not: 
be done to { ve the whole. 
World z that whoſoever does. 
it, cither tor his own 
Perſdn:l account, or for the 
latereſt of Church. or Pope, or: 
whatſoever clſe, muſt of: 
neceſhty anſwer for it, at 
the laſt cay, and expeCt his 
porticn with the Devil ard: 
his Angels, it unrepented : 
and hat no one can give leave 
tor Lying, Pcrjury,or commit- 
tin7 2Ny SIN. ; oreyen pre- 
tend: 
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and that as he is immediately to 
appear before the Supreme 
Fudge, he knows no more of any 
ſuch deſigns, and is as clear 
from the guilt of them as the 
Child unborn, And this tho 
the Evidence 4gain/t him be as 
clear as noon day, tho" th: Jury 
be never ſo Impartial, and the 


Judge zever ſo Conſcientious. 
For that he having takes the 


Sacrament 4d Oath of Se- 
crefie, and reiceiv'd Abloluti- 
on or 4 Diſpenſation from th: 
Pope, may thes Lie, Swear, 
Forlwear, «nd Proteſt all that 
he pleaſes, without ſcruple, w th 
a good Conſcience, ' Chriſtian- 
like, Holily and Canonically, 


tend to it, unleſs it be the 
Devil himſelf, or ſome de- 
villiſh Miniſters of his, ſuch 
as he deteſts in his heart,and 
utterly abominates. And in 
conlequence to this he be- 
lieves, that whoſoever at the 
hour of his death, denies any 
Crimezot which he is guilty, 
and proteſts himſelf to be 
innocent, when he is not ſo; 
cin have no hope of Mercy : 
but departing out of this 
World, an enemy to God 
and the Truth, ſhall infalli- 
bly be receiv'd as ſuch in the 
next ; and dying with a Ze 
in his mouth, can expeQ no 
reward, but from the Fa- 


ther of Lies. And this, what- 
ſoever his Crime was, whether incurred by an undertaking 


for Mother Church, or no ; and whatloever his Pretences 
for the denial of the Truth were, whether 4bſolutions,Diſ- 
7 qipank the Sacrarient, or Orth of Secreſi:, or whatſoever 
ciſe : nothing of theſe being capable of exculing him in Z s 
or Perjury, or making them to be Iznocent, and not diſplea- 
ſing to God. Nor indeed did he ever hear of theſe ſo much 
ralk'd on, Diſpenſations and Abſolutions, from any Prieſts of 
his Church, cither in Sermons or Con teſſtions ; he never read 
of thera 1G his Bovks and Catechiſms 3 he never faw the 
Practiſe of them in any ut h.s Communioz 3, it having been 
their Cuſtom ever ſince Oat''s were firſt devis'd againſt them, 
rather to ſuffer the loſs of their Goods, Baniſhments, Im- 
priſonments, Torments, and Death it (elf, than For ſ#ezr 
themſelves, or Proteft theleaitt Untruth. And ?*iis not our 


of the memory of man,that ſeveral might have ſaved their 
Eſtates 
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Eſtates and Lives too, would they have ſubſcrib'd to, and 
own'd but one Zi: ; and yet refus'd itz chuling rather to 
die infamonſly, than prejudice their Conſcience with an 
Untruth. - So that it ſeems a great Myſtery to him, that 
thoſe of his Proteſſion, ſhould have Leave and Diſp-aſations 
to Lie and Forſwear themſelves at pleaſure, and yet that 
they ſhould need nothing elſe but Zying and Perjury, for 
the quiet enjoyment of their Eſtates, for the ſaving their 
Lives, for the obtaining Places of higheſt Command and 
greateſt Dignity ; ſuch as would be extraordinarily advan- 
tagious for the'r Cauſe and the Intereſt of their Church. 
And yet that they ſhould generally chulſe rather to forego 
all theſe {o confiderab!: Cmnveniences, than once Zze or 
Forſwear themſtlves. And is it not another great Myſtery, 
that theſe Di/p-aſations for Lying and Swearing ſhould be 
according to the R c 7v'd Dofrine of his Church; and yer 
that he, or any of his Communion, were never inftrufted 
nor inform'd of any ſuch Diabolical Point ? nay, had ne- 
ver come to the knowledge of it, had it not been for the In- 
formation receiv'd from ſome Z. ailous Adverſaries, ſuch 
as relatz either meerly wpoz Truſt, or elſe ſuch as have re- 
ceiv'd a Diſpenſation of Lying trom the Devil, that .they 


might charge the like DoCtrine on the Church of Rozre and 
the Pope. 
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20. Of the Depoſing Power, 11; 


| E beliewv:s that the Pope 
BF has Authority to dil. 
penle with his Ailegiance :9 
bis Prince's ana that he needs 
ng longer be a Loyal Subje, 
20 the Riohes, Pri. 
viledees and Authority of þis 
King, than the Pope will give 


1 ISno pars, of his Fai'h 
Y to btizvns that rhe 
Pope has fu horit;r $2 diſpents 
with his flceiance to his So- 
vereign, or that he can De- 
poſe Princes apon any account 
whatſoever ; giving leave to 
their SubjeAs to toke up 


(G3 Arms 


him leave. 
Mighty Father #hizk fit ro 
thunder out an Excomuniga- 
tion 424inſt him, then he ſhall 


And that if this 


be d-em'd the Beſt Subjett and 
Moſt Chriitan, that can firſ 
{bed his Princ:'s Blood, and 
make him a Sacrifice to Rome : 
ani he's but ill rewarded for 
his pains, who, after ſo Glori- 
ons an Atchievement, has not 
his Name placea in the Calen- 
dar, and he Canoniz'd for a 
Saint, So that th. recap be no 
greater Danger to a Kinz, than 
o'r have Popiſh Sebjedts, he 
holding his Life amongſt th.m, 
only at the Pope's pleaſare. 
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Arms againſt them, and ens 
deavour their ruin. He 
knows that Depoſing and 
King-killiizg Power. has been 
maintain'd by ſome Caxoniſts 
and Divines of his Church, 
and that it is, in their Opini- 
on lawful, and annex'd to 
to the Papal Chair. He 
knows likewiſe that ſome 
Popes have endeavour'd to 
at according to this Power. 
But that this Doctrine ap- 
pertains to the Faith of his 
Church, and is to be beliey'd 
by all of that Communion, is 
a malicious Calummny,a down- 
right Falſity. And for the 


truth of this, tt {cems to 

him aAufficient Argument, that for the few Authors that 
are Abettors of this Doarine, there are of 'his Commnni- 
on three times the number, that publickly diſown all 
ſuch fathority; beſides ſeveral Univerſities mnd r hole Bo- 
aes that have ſolemnly condemn'd it z without being in 
che lealt ſuſpeted of their Religion, or of denying any 
Article of their Faith. Thoſe other Authors therefore 
publiſh there own Op:nions in their Bouks, and thole Popes 
ated according to what they judg'd lawful ;- and all this 
amounts to no more, than that this Doarine has been, 
or 1s, an Opinion amonght ſome of his Church ; but to raiſe 
it toan Article of Faith upon theſe grounds is impoſſible, 
Let his Church therefore anſwer for no more, than what 
ſhe delivers for Faith; let Prelates anſwer for their At- 
ons, and Authors for their own Opinions; otherwiſe more 
Churches muſt be charg'd with D poſing and King-killing 
Doarine, beſides that of Rome : The Univerſity of 4 tobe 
| aving, 
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having found other Authors of Pernicions Bovks, and Dam: 
nable Dottrines, d:flruitive to the Sacred Perſons of - Princes, 
their State and Gowernment, beſides F:ſnits, As may be 
ſeen in Their Decree, publiſh'd 'in the Zoendon Gazette, 
July 26. 1683. In which they condemn'd rweanty ſeven 
falſe, impious, ſeditions Propoſitions, fitted to flir up Tamults, 
overthrow States and Kingdoms, totead to Rebellion, Murder 
of ' Princes, and Atheiſm it ſelf. Of which number only 
three or four were aſcrib'd to the Zeſ#its; the reſt having 
men of another Communion for their Fathers. And this 
DoAarine was not firſt condemn'd by Oxford; What they 
_ did here in the Year 1683. having been tolemnly done in 
Paris in 1626. Where the whole Coltedge of Sorbox, 
gave Sentence againlt this Propoſition of San#ereflys ; viz. 
That the Pope, for Hereſie and Schiſm, might depoſe Princes, 
end exempt the Subjets from their Obedience , the like was 
done by the Univerſities of Caen, Rhomes, Poitiers, Yalemce, 
Bowrdezux, Boarges, and the Condemnation ſubſcrib'd 
the Zefnitsr. And MHariand's Book was committed publick- 
ly to the flames, by Provincial Councils of his own Order, 
for the diſcourſing the Poiat of X;»z-killing DoCtrine pro- 
blematically. Why therefore ſhould. this 4:foyal DoQtrine 
be laid to his Church, when as it has been writ againſt 
by ſeveral hundred ſingle Authors in her Communion, and 
diſown'd and ſolemnly condemn'd by ſo many famous 
Univerſitiis? And why ſhould the H#7ions of ſome few Pop: s, 
with the Private Opinions of ſome Speculative Doors, be 
{o often and vehemently urg'd for the juſt charging ot this 
Doctrine upon the Faith of the Church of Rom: ; which, to 
a Serious, Impartial Conſiderer, are only meer Fallacres, 
capable of Z:ibelling all Societics in the World, of overthrow- 
1ng all States and Kingdoms, and only fit Arguments for 
Knaves ro cheat Fools withal ? There being no Gow-r#- 
ment in the World which might not be eafily provid 7y- 
rannicel; No Religion, Perſweſion, or Society, which might 
not. plauſibly be endited of A-rhe:ſm; if the Aftions, Pre- 
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tences, Claims, and Endeavours of ſome few of their Go- 
vernours, and Zeading Men ; the Opinions, Writings,Phan- 
fies of ſome Authors, be once allow'd as ſufficient Evidence, 
for the bringing in the Verdict of Gai/zty upon the whole, 
When Malice therefore and Envy have done their worſt 
in this point, to render the Papiſts bloody and barbarous 
to the World , yet 'tis certain, after all, that Popiſh Princes 
ſit as ſafe in their Thrones, enjoy as much Peace and Se- 
CUrity, as any other Princes whatſoever, And that the Pa- 
piſts 11 England can give as good proots of their Loyalty, 
as the beſt of rhoſe that clamour ſo loud againſt them. 
They can bid defiance to their Adverſaries, to ſhew any 
one Perſon of Honour and Eſtate amonglt them, or even 
four of any condition whatſoever, that bore Arms agajnſt 
Charles the Firſt, during the whole time of his Troubles. 
They can make good, that there was ſcarce any among 
them, that did'not affift his ?/:jefy either with Perſon 
or Purſe, or both. And they can ſay, tha: Charles the Firſt 
was murde1'd in cold blood by his ProteFant SubjeQs, af- 
ter many hundred Papiſts had loſt their Lives for the pre- 
venting that Butchery ; and that Charles the Second, be- 
ing purſued by the ſame Subjet&#s for his Life, fav'd it a- 
mong(t the Pap'ſts. 


21. Of Communion in one kind. 


| E be/ieves, that he 1s no 
J longer oblig'd to obey 
Chrilt's Commands, t/4x his 
Church wi! «wwe him t-.ve. 
And that th:refore, tho Chriſt 
i»itituted the Sacrament unier 
both kinds, and commania: d it 
to be receivd lo by all; yet be 


thinks it n:t neceſſary, for any 


i: believes, that he 5 

4K obvlig'd toobey all the 
Com -axdr of Chriſt : and 
that neither his Church, nor 
any other Pow.r upon Earth 
Can lim, alter, or annul a- 
ny Precept of Divize [nſtitu- 
tion, contrary to the inten- 
tion of the Ziw-piver, Nei- 
ther 


fo do ſo now, but Prieſts ; bes 
cauſe his Church, for ſooth, hath 
forbidd:n the Crip to the Liity ; 
And put' a ſtop to th: Precept 
of Chri(t, n ho ſaid, Drink ye 
all. of this, (Mat. 26.) 7n 
ſubm ſion to which Church. 
Prohibition, all th: poor peopl- 
of his Communion contentedly 
rot, while they ſce themſeclv:s 
d-frau'ed of great part of that 
ben fit, which Chriſt left then, 
as his Luft Hl ad Teſtament ; 
for h comfort of thr p'or 
Souls, and the Remedy of their 
Li firmittes. . 
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ther is the Denzel of the Cup 
to the Laity, a praftiſe any 
ways 07peſite to this his Be- 
lief: He being taught, thar 
thy Chrilt Inſtiruted the 
Bl-ſſed Sacrament under both 
kinds, and lodehver*d it to 
his ApoRles, who only were 
then preſent, and whom he 
had made Prieſts juſt before ; 
yet he gave zo Commind, that 
it {hou}d. beſo receiv'd by all- 
the ' Faithful : But lett this- 
indiff r nt, - as is evident 
trom his own words, where- 
he attributes the obtaining 
liieeverlaſting, (the End of 


the Inſtitution) ſometimes to the receiving under both kinds, 
{ſometimes under om. : as when he lays; If any man eat of 
this br ad, heſhallltve for ever, H that eat-th me, even he ſhall 
live by me. He that eateth of this Bread ſþll liv: forever,(Toh. 

6. 51,57, 58.)And a curieusRead-r may find as many Texts - 


for thus. Receivino under one (iz, as tor the oth:7, 


And St. 


Auguſtin was ſo far of this Opinion, that he ſays, that 
Chriſt himſelf adminiſtred the Sacrament to foine of his Dil. 


Emazus,(Lnc.c. laZt, 


ciples, under en? kind only, viz, to thoſe wo going to 
30.) And thatthe Apoltles afterwards 


did ofren practile the like, when they aſſembled, to break . 
bread, ( Aﬀs 2, &c.) Which places He: and other Fathers 
eXplicate of the Sacrament, ( Aug, t. 4g. de Conſ. Evang.) And . 


that 


'his was the Cuſtom of the Primitive Chriſtians, ty 


give it under oz kind, to Childr:n, the Sick, and that men 
ona Fourny uled fo to carry it with them, is arteſtcd.by 


all aatient Writers and modern Hiſtorians, . 


Nay he. finds, 


that this was the practice of the Chnrch, . to Communicate. 
under oze kind only, or elſe under both, as every.one thought 


good, cſpecially in all Private Commuzaions, tor the Rtft four 


44 hundred 


_ 


(54) | 
hundred years after Chriſt: and that the firſt Precept of 

Receiving under both kinds, was given tothe Faithful by Pope 
Leo I, in the year 443. and Confhirm'd by Pope Gelaſias 1n 
490. not for the corretting any Abuſe, that had crept into 
the Charch, but for the diſcovering the Manichees, who be- 
ing of opinion,that Chriſt had no true Blood, and that Wire 
was the Gall of the Devil, us'd to lurk amongſt the Chr:. 
ſtians, and receiving under the form of bread only, as the reſt 
did, remain'd undiſtioguiſh'd ; till by this Obligation of all 
Receiving the Cap, (which they judg'd unlawful and abomi- 
nable) they were all detefted, And, now, if a thing till 
that time nazferint, was for theſe Motives determin'd by 
an Fecl:fraflical Pxecept, and fo oblerv'd for many hundred 
years, Without {cruple or queſtioning the Authority; why 
ſhould he doubt to ſubmit tothe ſame urhority, when up- 
on-difftereat Motives and Circumſtances, they iſſue forth 
another Precept £ Few doubt of this, in the matter of £at- 
ing ſtrangled Meats and Blood ,, which, tho? forbid by the 
Apoſtles, (A#s 15.) and ſo unlawtul, is:now by another Or- 
der, and upon other Circumftances, become a thing Indiffe- 
rent, and like other things. And why then ſhould he ſcruple 
in this, eſpecially ſince there's no /»jzxry done, nor he de- 
frauded of any thing 2 For believing the Real! Preſence of 
Chriſt in the Sacrament, he conſequently believes whole and 
living #:ſ#s to be entirely contain'd nnder either Species : 
And that receiving under oxe kind, he is truly partaker of 


the whole Sacrament, and not depriv'd of either the Body or 
Blood of Chriſt. 


_— 


22, Of the Maſs. 


E believes, an inſuffici- "FE believs that the Sa- 


| ency i# the Sacrifice crifice made By Chriſt 
made byChrift pon the Croſs: upon theCroſs, was altogether 


Azxd that his Death will little ſufficient : That by it he is 
W | ve 
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4y1il us in order to Our. Re- 
demption, unleſs we , by aaily 
Sacrificing him to his Fa- 
ther, perfet# what he brgan, 
And th:refore little taking no- 
tice of St. Paul's words to the 
Hebrews, (Chap. 10. 14) 
where he ſays, that Chrift our 
High Prieſt by one Oblation 
hath perfeQed for ever them 
that are ſanQified : He thinks 
he ſhall n:wer be ſanttifi-d, but 
by 'th- Offering made by his 
Maſs-priefts #por the altars, 
when th. y ſay Maſs 5 and thus 
wholly rc!ying npon this ſuper- 
Ition ; an inventio# of ſont: 
crafty Pope for the decetvin 
Widows and Credulous //o- 
mex ; heis taught to neglett the 
Paſſion of Chriſt, ari4 to put wo 
hopes in his Merits, ' and the 
work of our Redemption, 


ved and Redeemed vs,paying 
the Debt of ſin, and ſatisfying 
the Infinite Z=#tice of his Fa- 
ther: That by it he procur'd 
Means for our Salvation ; 
which Mears, are Faith and 
Good Works,and that the belt 
of all Good Forks, and moſt 
honourable to God,is the Of- 
ferimz a Satrifice. And as 
Chriſt's Forſbipping of God, 


 Chrift's Faſtizz, Chriſt's 


Praying and Snffering for us, 
does not hinder or evacuate 
our Horſbipping of God, our 
F:ftizng, our Snffering, our 
Praying for our ſelves. $0 


g neither did his Sacrifice, hin- 


der or evacuate all Sacrifices 
for;ever. But as he inſtituted 
Faſting, Praying, and Suffer- 
ing for his Followers,that by. 
lodoing, they might apply 
what he did, to ttemſelves : 


{o alſo he inſtituted a Sacrifice, that by it they might apply 
the merits of 4;s Sacrifice; and make it beneficial to their 
Souls. So that though he firmly believes, that Chriſt offe- 
red Sacrifice for our Redemption, and by oxe only Offering, 
({poken of by St. Paul) perfe&cd by way of Red mption. 
the Santification of all thole that are SanCtified : Yet he alſo 
believes, that to receive the benefit of this Offering, we muſt 
alſo do owr parts, by our Good Yorks concurring with. Chriſt, 
lobecoming Zabourers t'getver with God, (i Cor. 3. g.) and 
in fome manner purifying our own ſelves, (1 Foh. 3. 3.) and 
therefore not omit the beſt of all Works, which is Sacrifice, 
proper tonne but God: Which out Saviour Fefas Chriſt 


igſtituted 
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inſtituted at his laſt Supper, when leaving unto us his Body 
and Blood under two diltintt Species of Breadand /Yire, he 
bequeath'd as a Zegacy to his Apoſtles, not only « Sacram?nt, 
bur-altu a Sacrifice : A Commemorative Sacrifice, lively Re- 
preſenting 1n an w#bloody rnanner, the bloody Sacrifice, which 
was offered for.us upon the Croſs ; and by a diſtintion of 
the Symbals, diltin&ly ſhewing his death (Chriſt's) nptil he 
come, This hegave in charge to his piles, as to the fift 
and Chief Prieſts of the NVew-7eſtament, and to their Sac. 
ceſſors to Offer.z commanding them to do the ſame thing, 
he had there done at his eff. Szpper, in commemoration of 
him. - And this is the Ob/ation or Sacrific: of the Maſs, which 
has been obſerv'd, performed and frequented by ihe Faithful 
in All Agesatteſted by the GeneralCouſent of antient Canons, 
univerſal 7raditi:us Councils, and the praQtiſe of the whole 
Church, mention'd and allow'd of by all the Fathers, Greek 
and Zatin ; and never call'd into queſtion bur of late Years - 
Being - that Pare offe- ing, which Malachy, (Prophecying of 
Chriſt) foretold ſhould be off r 4 among the Gen'iles iv every 
plact, (Mal. 1. 11.) as it is underſtood by ſeverai Fathers, 
and particularly, S. Cypr. 1. 1.C. 18. adverſ. Fud. S$, Ferome, 
S. Theodoret, S. Cyrril, 1nthetr Commentaries upon this Text. 


S. Aupuſtine, |. 18- C. 15, de Crvit. S, Chryſoſt. in Pal. gs, 
and others. 
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43. Of Purgatory. 


| ZE believ's, contrary tO 

# all Reaſon, the Word 

of God, aad all Amiquiy, 
that beſides Heaven and Heil, 
there is « third Piace, which 
his Church is plcas'd to call 
Purgatory 4 Place intended 


purely for thoſe of his Com- 


E believes it damnable 

to aumit of any thing 

for Faith, that is cuntrary 
to Reaſon, the HYord of God 
and all Aztiquity : And that 
the Being of a Third Place, 
(call'd Purgatory) is fo far 
from being contrary to all 
or 
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munion, where :they may eaſily 
have aimittance after this life, - 


without danger of febag into 
Hell : For that though Hell 
was deſigned firff, for - the 
puniſhment of (nners ; yet that 
now; ſine the bleſſed diſcovery 
of Purgatory, Hell may caftly 
be.skip*d over ; and an Eternal 
Damanation «voided, for an 
exchange of ſome ſhort Penal- 
ty «xdergone in this Pope's 
Priſons where he never meed 


ox any of theſe, - that it is 
atteſted, confirm'd and e- 
ftabliſhd by them all. *Tis 
exprelly in the 29: of the 
Macchabees, c.. 12, where: 
Money was. ſent to Hieru- 
ſalers, - that Sacrifice ®#might 
be offered for theſlain: and 
'tis recommended as a Holy 
Cogttation to Pray for theDead. 
Now though theſe Books are 
not thought Cononical by 
ſome, yer St. Augn/tineheld 


fear to be adeta'n'd long > for 
that if he has but a friend left 
behind him, that will but ſay 
4 few Hail-Maries for his 
ſoul, or in his Teſtament did 
but remember to order a ſmall 
ſum to+ be preſented to ſome 
Maſs-Prieſts ; he never weed 
doubt of being ſoon Releas'd : 
for that « Golden Key nil as 
infalibly open th: Gates of 
Purgatory, as of any other 
Prilon whatſoever, 


them as ſuch, and ſays the 

are ſo receiv'd by the Charch, 
(/. 18. de. Civit.) But whe- 
ther ſo, or no: Onething is 
allow'd by all, viz. ' That 
they contain nothing con- 
trary to Faith, and that they 
were cited by the Antient 
Fathers, for the Confutation 
of Errors, forming of. good 
Manners, and the explica- 
tion of the Chriſtian Do. 
Qtrine : Thus were they us'd 


| * by Origen for Condemnation 
of the Yalentinian Hereticks, (Orig. in"cap.5.Ep. ad Rom.) thus 


by S.Cyprian,( Lib.de Exhor. Mart.c.11.) vhus by Euſeb, Ceſari- 
enſis, (Lib, Prepar.Evane. 11.c.15.) S. Gerg. Naz, Ambro. &c. 
And he is ina manner certain, that theſe Books would never 
have been put 10 zhzs Uſe by-theſe Holy and Learned Fathers; ; 
they would never with ſuch confidence have produc'd their 
Authority, nor would they have been' read by the Church: in 
thoſe Goldez times, had this DoQrine of a7 hird Place, and 

of Prayers for the Dead, which they maintain, been any 

ale "Superſtition, a meer Dream, contrary to Reaſon, the 
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Hori of God and Antiquity,. or had it been any: Error at:all+ 
The Being alſo'of a 7rd Place is plainly intimared: by our 
Saviour, ( Mate. 12. 3.) where he ſays; Hhoſpever ſpeak- 
eth againſt the Floly Ghoſt, itfball wot be forgiven. brine. neither 
is this world; neither in the world\to come. By'which' words 
Chriſt evidently ſuppoſes, that: (though: zheſe ſhall not) 
yet forffe ſins are: torgiven: ia the Forldiro: come: Which 
ſince 1 cannot be! in Ataves, where-ro fi enters; nor: in 
Hell;, whence there isno Redemption 3\-1t- muſt neceflarily 
be- ſome Afiddle- Srate: and) in this ſenſe it was underſtood 
by St. frgnitrne righ twelve hundred Years ago, »5 is mani- 
felt in-his Works, (Civ. Dc, /. 21.c. 13, & 2. & lib. 6. cont. 
Fnlianc. 15.) lo Alo by St. Gregory the” Great, (4, 4 Dial, 
6.354.) fo allo by St. Bernard againſt the: Herericks of his 
time.. In the ſame manner doesSt.. Augnſtine underftind 
thole wotds of Sc. Paws, (1 Cor. 3.25.) He himſelf ſhall. be 
ſaved: yer ſo: as by fire. Where he thinks him! ro {peak 
of a purging fire ( Auguſt, in Pſal. 37.) So the fame. Fa- 
ther underſtands that Priſon of which Sr. + Perer: ſprales, 
( Pez. 3. 19.) to be fome place of 7emporal Chaſtiftn' nt, 
( Avg. Ep. gg.) And if this great Door of the Church in 
thoſe Purer times, found to often in the Bible, « Pare of 
Pains, after this life, from whence there was Releaſe; how 
can [any one fay, without great preſumprion, that the 
Beihg of a 7hird Place, is contrary tothe' Ford of God ? 
Neither can the Antiquity of this DoQtrine be morg juſtly 
call'd inqueſtion, of which is found focarly mention, not 
__y this Holy Father ; but even by others his Prede- 
ceſfors, the Diſciples of the Apoſttes, and the: beft Mir- 
zeſſcs of their DoQtrine, (Dyoayſe. 1. de Eel, Her. c.y. In 
Attis SS. Perpet. & Felicit, mention'dand approv's by SS. 
Augaſt. 1. x. de Arima & ejus Orig. c,10, 1.3.0.9. & l.-Ac. 
138, Tertul, 1, de Cor, Mil, c. 7 Gor, Ep. 66. ad Cler. Arxob. 
7. 4 cont. Gen. pag. ult.) and many others quoted-at length 
by the Learned Natalis Alexand, (Tom. 9. Fr, Ercl. diſſert. 
14-) And as for the Reaſon of this Temer, he is bound to 
think it does not want it, fince he-finds it abetted by fuch 

_ Vertuous 
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Vertuous, Learned and Conſidering-Men, whom he dares 
not reckon Fools; never heartng';'\that theſe us'd to- Be- 
lie::e, but upon very good Grounds and ſubſtantial Rea+ 
ſons. * Andhe thinks he. is able to give ſome himſelf , by 
what he has learn'd from-the Scriptares, and theſe Fathers. 
For. having / been taught by theſe; Firſ?, That whena 
ſinner is reconcil'd, to God, though the eters! Puniſhment 
due'to his fins, is always remitted, yet there ſometimes 
remains a 7emporel Penalty to be undergone, As in the 
caſe of rhe {[raelites, (Nam. 14.) who by Moſers Prayers 
obtained Pardon for-their Murmnring, and yet were Cx- 
cluded the Zend of Canaan. As in the Caſe of David, (2 
Sam. 12.) who was puniſh'd in the loſs of his Ch:/a, after 
his /i» was forgives. Secondly, That there are ſome fins, 
which of their own nature are Zight and Yeniil, ſuch as 
cool the fervour of : Charity, but do not extinguiſÞ it, from 
which-even ly Men are not exempt, and of- which'it 4s 
{aid, that the Zuſt Mar falls ſeven times, Gilagafie. £Enchiy: 
C. 79. &F lib. Quaſt. Oi.tr. g. ne T hiraly, That to all ſins, 
whether great or ſmall, ſome P-walty is due to the Fuſtice 
of God; who as he has Mercy to forgive, has alfo *#ſtice to 
puniſh : ſo that as St. Aveu#ine fays, (in Encrr.in Pal. $04 
Whoſoever ſeeks to God for mercy, muſt remember that 'he is 
juſt, and that his fin ſball-wot paſs unpuniſbed. Fourthly, That 
generally ſpeaking, few Men depart-out of this life, but ei- 
ther with the guilt of ſome light offences and v:-#ial ſins, 
or elle obnoxious to ſome Tempore! Paziſbment due to 
former ſins forgiven, Frem theſe Heads, Diſcourſe leads 
him immediately to the Veceſty of ſome 7hird Place, _ For 
lince the /nfinite Goodneſs of God can admit nothing into 
Heaven, which is not clee#, and pure fromall fin both great 
and ſmall: And his I»finite Fuſtice can permit none to receive 
the Reward of Bliſs, whoas yet are not out of Debs, but 
have ſomething in Z#ſtice to ſuffer: There muſt of neceſfity 
be ſome Place or State, where Souls, departing this life, par- 
don'd as to the Zterael guilt or Pain , yer obnoxions to 
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lome 7emporal Penalth,cqr: with the guilt of ſome wvenial 
fanlts, are Parg'd and Parifi'® before their Admittance into 
Fleaven. And this is what he is taught concerning Pargs- 
tory, Which thongh he knows not, Hhereit is * of what na- 
ture the Pains are,or how long each Soul is detained there?yert he 
believes, that thoſe, thatare in this Place, being the Ziviss 
Aembers of Jeſus Chriſt, are reliev'd by the Prayer: of their 
Fellow-Members here on Earth, and that the Charitable 
Horks perform'd upon their Death-bed, and the Alms dil- 


.pos'd on in their Zeſt will, are very available afterwards in 
arger to their ſpeedier releaſe. 


ll. 
— 


24 Of Praying in an Unknown Tongue. 


E is comnſ:ll'd by his 
Church, to be preſent at 
SErmons, but never permitted 
t0 hear apy he is able to under- 
ſtand : they being ak deliver'd 
iz ax unknown Tongue, He 
7s $awght to Pray, but it muſt 


be. in Latin. He's : commanded 


toaffiſt at the Church-Service, 
and to beer Maſs, but it muſt 
be without wnderſlanding 4 
word; it being all perform'd in 
4 Language, of which he is al- 
together Ignorant. ud thus is 
miſerably deprived of all th: 
comfortable Benefits of Chriſti- 
anity : Hearing, but without 
Uaderſtanding; Praying , 
 .but without reaping Fruit ; 
aſſefting at Publick Aſſembli-s, 
but like a Stock or Stune,with- 


E is counlelPd by his 
Church go be preſenr 

at Sermons, {uchas he is able 
to underſtand; they being al- 
ways deliver'd in the ”algsr 
Language of every Country : 
In France, French: in Spain, 


Spaniſh : Ttaly,. Ttalian: in 


| England, (if permitted) Eng- 


liſh. They being purely«n- 
tended for the good [nſtrutti- 
on of the Congregation 'pre- 
ſent, He.is raught to Pray,and 
always provided of {ſuch 
Books of Devotion, as he is 
capable of underſtanding ; . 
every Nation being* well 


- furniſhed with ſuch helps; 


extant inthe Language Pro- 
per to the Country. He 1s 
commanded to aſliſt at the 

Church . 
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out. fealiing, 0r' «ny the leaſt Church Service, and to hear 
ſenſe of Devotion.” - Maſs; and in this he_ is in- 
Si29909 " DI C f? ſtructed . "not to underſtand 

the Yords, but to know what @ dome : For the Miſs being 
x Sacrifice, whereiry is daily commemorated the Death and 
Paſſion of Chriſt, by an Oblation, made by the Prieſt, of the 
Body and Blood of the Immaculate' Zamb, under the Sym- 
bols of Bread and Wine, accbrding'to his owrt In#/tution : 
'ris not the' buſineſs of the Congregation preſent, to em- 
ploy their ears in attending to the Fords ; but their Hearts 
in contemplation of the Divine Myſteries: by raiſing up 

tervent affeftions-of Love, Thaakſgiving,Compaſſion, Hope, 
Sorrow-for ſins, Reſolutions'of amendrnent, &c. that'thus 
having their Hear and Intention-united with the Prieſts, 
they may be partakers of his Prayers,and of the Sacrifice he is 
then Oberings than,which; he believes norhing is. more ac- 
ceptable ro God, ar\ beneficial totrue Believers: And for the 
_ raiſing of theſe affeRions in his Soul, ahd filling his Heart 
with the extafies of Love-and Devotion; ke thinksin this caſe, 
there's litile need of Words; a true Faith, without theſe, is 
all iufficieat, Who could but have burſt forth into Tears of 
Loveand Thank(ſgiving,if he had been preſent while our Sa- 
viour was tied to the Pz/lar,Scourg'd and Tormented,though 
he open'd not his mouth, to the By-ſtanders, nor ſpoke a 
word « Who would have needed a Sermon,to have been fill'd 
with Grief and Compaſſion, if he had ſeen his Saviour expos'd 
to the ſcorn of the F:ws,when he was made a bloody ſpeta- 
ele by . Plate, with Fcce homo, Lo the Man Who would have 
ſtood cold and ſenſeleſs, upon Mount Calvary,under the Croſs, 
when his Redeemer was hanging on it, though he had not 
| heard, or not underſtood a word that he ſpoke? Does any one 
think that thoſe Fly ZFYumen, who follow'd their Lord, in 

theſe {ad Patlages,and were Witneſſes of his Sufferings wan- 
'ted Holy AﬀeCtions in their Souls, becauſe he ſpoke not ; or 
were they {candaliz'd at his filewce £ Was not their Faith in 
him that ſuffer'd,by which they believed him to be Chriſt Fe- 
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ſ««,truo God and man;laying dawn his life-for, the Redempts- 
on of a Man,[u UcIGnþ togxgite 1n their Souls allthe\Paſſions 
due.from.a fioful, Crearuxeqo his bleeding Redeemer,to his 
Crucihed Feſws ?, Te lie Hoygh.allo is ſufficient to fill him 
with Devotion, when heisproeſentat the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Maſs : Bor lieving.chat.Chriſt 3s there realy prefent before 
him, under the Species of, Sxegd and; H#jne, and that He that 
lies upon the Altar, is, the Z4wh of Gadrhat takes away the fins 
of the HYorld; What need. of ,more,' to. quicken in 'his Soul 
all the Afe#:10 of a Devout Zower?Can he behold his Redeem- 
er before him, .and not break forth into Zove and 7henk/- 
giving?Can heſee him,that gives ſight to the Bligd,health co 
the Sick,and. life to.the Dead,and yetiftand till ſenſelefs.and 
unmoy 9d,without putting any Petition to him, without ask- 
ing. any thing. for his blind, ck and fnful Soul? Can he be- 
lieve, that he: that gave his life; for the World, and died 
for our fins, is. there before him, and not. be toueh*'d with 
ſorrow and contritrn for his Offences ? Can he ſee. commemo- 
rated every doleful . pos of his. .Sewviour's fufferimngs,, 1n the 
ſeveral Myſteries of the Maſs, and yet not be filld with grief 
and compaſſion? Is nor Feſus welcom to. a Devout Soul, al- 
though he come in ſilence'!? Is not the Preſence of a Chrilt, 
a more forcing.motive'toa-Chrifiian,than any Humas Hords 
could be? And ifhe muſt needs have #oras, let him behold 
with the eye of Faith the gaping Hounds of his Red-emer,and 
ſee if thoſe ſpeak nothing to his Soul? If they do not, *tis be- 
cauſc he wants Faith. It nothing therefore concerns his De- 
votion, that the Maſs.is ſaid in Latin : If the Church has or- 
der'd it thus, ſo to preſerve Unity; as in Faith, ſon the 
External Worſbip.of God, and to prevent alterations and 
changes, which-it would be expos'd to, if in Fulgar Languas- 
ges : and other 'good Reaſons; What's that to him ? He 
ſhould receive bur little advantage, if it were in his other 
Tongue. For beſides, thar the greateſt part is ſaid in ſo low 
s voice, that *cis nor. poſſible he ſhould hear it; the Yoras 
do not-belong to him; -rhat?s only the Prieſts 'Officz ; and 
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his Obligation is, to accompany the Prieſt in Prazey and 
Spirit, to be a joynt-offerer. with .him, to contemplate 
the Myſteries there reprefented, and to excite in his Soul 
Devotions according to- the-exigency of every if Fr Ac- 


cording to- the DireQions-le finds.in his- Eng/fp Prayer- 
Books, of whichtlierc #rc Extaft greatyaricty, ſet forth for 
tlic help of the' /F#orem : by which they ap og the mes- 
ing of every prrr\ and Cremony of the Maſs, and bow to ap- 
ply their Devotions aceordingly. . Andif at any time he be 
preſent at other prblick D:-vortons, as the Church Offices, the 
Litanies, ſfol:mx-7| bankſgiving, Exequies, &c,, which are all 
perform'd im Zarin ; or ſhould fay any private Prazers, or 
fing an mein che fame Language ,, which he underſtands 
not; yet is he: taught chat this-may be done, with great 
bex:fit to'his Soul, and the acceptince of God ; if at. theſe 
occaſions, he does bur endeavour to raile' his thoughts to 
Heavey, and fix his. heart ypon his Mzker, For that God 
does nor reſpe& the. Lawguage of the Zips, but of the Hearr, 
does not attend'the motion of the Zongue, but of the Mind; 
and if rheſe be bur direCted to him in: Frankſetwing, in Praiſ- 
ing, in Petitioning, in Humiliationzin Contrition, and ſuch like 
Aas, as circumſtances require, he'.need not. doubt 'but 
tnat God acreprs iis Prayers and Devotion. It being an uns 
deniable'thing, that, co ſay Prayers well and deworthy, *tis 
not neceffary to have attention'on the Fords, or an the 
Sexſe of the Prayers : But rather purely on: Go4:. Of theſe 
-_ Attenrians,this Loft bei approved by all, as of great- 
ft perfeAivn; and mhblt ating to God, And this he can 
have, whether Ke underſtands the Words or no. Itbeing 
very uſual and eaſie for a Petitioner, to accompany his Peti- 
r:0x with an earneſt deſire of obtaining his ſuit, though the 
Laygnape,in which it is worded, be «nknows to him. 


25, Of 
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Soo 
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JE 7s kepe in Ignorance, 
A 2 45 fo 47 Eſſential pars. 
of hjs Duty towards God's ne- 


er being permitted to brit 
the Commandments, bat- by 
halves. For.in the Books deli- 
ver'd to hins for his Inſtrutti- 


on, ſuth are Catechiſms and ' 


Maxuals, | the Second © com- 


mandment 'is wholly left out : 


Ana he by this means, is taught 
to fall into all ſorts of Superſtiti- 
ous Worſhip and down-right 
Idolatry. nd then the Com: 


mexdments he does learn,are in 


ſach diſorder, by a confufion of 


the two firſt into one, and a cut- 


and ſeven in the Second': That 
no reaſon can be able to juſtifle 
this Wangling and chopping, it 


oppoſition to all Authority ana 


Antiquity. 


Doftrinal Books,to be met with every where in great plen- 


And if any one ſhould chance not to ſee any of theſe, 


ty. 


7 
' 


"the 


_ Capacities ; 


+? Ih. Of the Second | Cammand ment, 


| E is inſtruſted in his 
Wa Yet towards 
Goa, and. moſt eſpecially in 


7m Commandments, He 
15 taught to underſtand them 
all and every one:that there's 
an obligation. of obſerving 
them, under pain of,eteraal 
Damnation; . and that who- 
{oever breaks any oze of them 
loſes. the Favaur of:God, and 
as certainly hazards the loſs 
of his Soul;as if he broke them 
all, And though ia the ſhort 
Catcchiſms and Manuals, in 


which the. whole Chriſtian 


cut- Doftrine is deliver'd in the 
ting thelalt into two:'þ putting . 


only three in the firſt Table, 


moſt compendjous and eaſie me* 
thod, in. condeſcendence to 
weak Memories: and low 
the Second Com- 
manament (as tis reckon'd by 
ſome) be wholly omitted- 
Yet it is to be {cen at leogth, 
in. other Catechilſms and 


yet would he be out of all danger, of falling into any Saper- 
ftitions Worſhip or Tdolatry: for that having read his Firſt 


Commandment, Thou 


(halt have no other Gods before me; he 1s 


taught, that by®this he is commanded to Serve,Love,Adore 


and Worſhip one only True, Living and Eternal God, and 


no 
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no more : That tis forbidden him, to Worſhip any Crea- 
ture for a God, or to give it the honour due to God; and 
that whoſoever Worſhips any /dols, Images, Piftures,or any 
graven thing (whatſoever the Object be, whether in Hea- 
ven above,in the Earth, 'or in the Waters under the Earth) 
for God, breaks the C:Mmmandment, by committing Idolatry, 
and ſtands guilty of an inexcuſable and moſt damnable fin. 
Now having been'taughrt that this is the intent of the fir ft Pre- 
cept of the Decalogne,he thinks there can be but little danger 
of his becoming Superſtitions in his VVorſhip, or an Zdolater, 
for want of the Secozd: there being nothing in th#, but 
what, he is fully and expreſly inſtructed in,by having learn- 
ed the Fir#: it being rather an EZxplication of this, than 
any ew and diſtinft Precept: And for this reaſon he finds 
them in his Books put together as Oze,or rather as the fir 
Commandment with its eABeation, by which means it comes 
abour, that there are only 7hree in the firſ# Table, teaching 
him his D«ty towards God, and Sewer in the latter,concern- 
ing his Duty to his Neighbour ; which is the Diviſion al- 
ſfgn'd by-St. Arzgrſtin. And though St. Hierom obſerves 
not this method, but divides them into Foxr and Six : yet 
there being no direQion in Scripture concerning the Num- 
ber of the Commandments, to be aſſign'd to each Table : nor 


to let us know, which is the firſt, which the ſecond, which 
the thir4 Commandment, or which the /ſ*, He is raught, 


that 'tis but an »an:ceſſary trouble, toconcern himſelf about 
the Number of them, or Diviſion, whenas his whole buſi- 


neſs ought to be, the Obſervance of them in his Life and 
Converſation. 


m_—_—————— Jo vw ——  —— — — ———_ - 


26. Of Mental Reſervation. 


] bs taneht, ro heep 20 JE is taught, to keep 
Faith with any,that are Faith with all ſorts of 


reputed Hereticks by this Peopie, of whatſoever Fudg- 
I | mnt 
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Church ; and that woat ſoever 
Promiſes he has made, tho” ne- 
ur lo pofitiue and firm, mth 
this ſort of People he may law- 
fully break z, and cheat and cozen 
them withaut any ſcrupl”. And 
tho? he wa ot do this, by 
Ao varight # 

Untruths ; for that would be a 
fon 5, yet be may make uſe of any 
indirett mays, ſuch are diſlimu- 


ying, and telling 


ment or | Perſweſi'n they be, 
whether.inCommumion with 
his Church or no: he is taught 
to-ſtand tohis Word,and ob- 
ſerve his Promiſe given, or 
made to any, whatſoever : 
and that he cannat cheat or 
cozen, whether by.d:ſſembling 
equivosations, or mental reſer- 
vations, Without defiance of 
his own Conſcience, and 


the violatioa of God's Zav. 
This is the Inſtruction he re- 
cetves from. the Pulpit, the 
Confeſſionary, and his Books 
of DireQion, The holy Frax- 
ets. Sales, in his {ztroduttion 
| to a Devout Life, (p-3: 6. 30.) 
| ha tells him plainly, Lee your 7 alk 
be courteous, frank, ſincere, plain and faithful, without aouble 
dealing, ſubtilty or diſſembling: this he is taught to obſerye 
and practiſe, and that without, this *cis not. poſſible to pleaſe 
God. In the, Catechiſm-44 Parochos,compird by order of the: 
Council-of 7rent, and recommended to all Pariſh-Prieſts for 
the InſtruQion.of the Faithful, he is raught,tbat by the Eighth 
Commanam: nt 15 forbidden all d:{amalation,'s hether in Word 
or Deed; that cu ſc lere conjunita ſunt,to ſp ak or doother- 
'wiſe,than for the intimation of what is in the mind.,is abo-- 
minable and wicked; That no man can bear falſe witneſs 
againſt his Neighbour,whether he be Fr end or Zxemy. And 
1Pope /nncent_XI. ina Decree ifſued forth rhe Second of 
Warch, Anno 1679. has firictly commanded al} the Faithful 
in verttie of holy Obedience, and under pain of incurring 
the Divine Vengeance, that they never Swear equivocally, 
or with any mental reſervation,upon no account or pretended 
_ 8envenience whatſoeverzand that if any projurne eypen pu- 
ickly 


lations». equivocations , 4d 
mental If A 4n4 by 

theſe means draw them into his 
 ſmares ;, and this without fear of 


offending God, n ho is will jb a- 
ea, with this kind of fu craft. 
ana allows of theſe holy, cheats, 


4. 7 HEN . 

lickly or privately to teath or maintain he D>Qrine, f 
Swearing withequivocations or mutual Reſervation, that.t ney 
de faffo incur Excommunication /it.e Sext: ntie,and teannotbe 
abſoly'd by any, but the Pope himſelf, excepting at the hour 
of death. He is taught therefore toTpeak plainly and fin- 
cerely, without diſimalations, quivocations, mntal reſerva- 
tions, or any ſuch little 'artifices, which Eannot * be but very 
injurious to all '' Society, and diſpleaſing to the Firft Truth. 
And now if any Authors, m communion with his Charch, be 
produced as Patrons of inward Reſerves, and grand abet- 
tors of theſe menral juggl's, ler them hold wpgheir hands, 
and anſwer for themſelves} their Chircdlk has declar'd for 
no ſuck Doftrine, andis'no more” ty be. charg*s with their 
extravagant Cone! thin with the unexemplar lives of 0- 
ther her Members, whoſe iryezularitics are not at. all deriv'd 
from their Relz2ion; but from the negle&t of their own cor- 
rupt” Inclinations, *afid giving way” tothe temptations of 
ther Enemy. ee A ob et 4" 


i CO 
ll. 
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17. Of a Death-bed Repentance. 
3 6. KO 3 | 


JF is bread up is a total” 
F | neglect of the Serwige of 


God, of all Fertue and Devoti- 


Oz, whil: he is well and in good 


h-alth; up"# prc{umption of a 
dcath-bed-repenttance ; anda 
confidence, that all his fps will 
be certainly forgiven, if he can 
but oitce ſay,Lord have mercy 
upon me, af the laſt hour. 
And tis a [ufficicnt enconrage- 
m nt to him, to rely wholly up. 
en this, to ſee, that th:re ts no 


JE is bred up in the 
Service: and Love of 

God, taught to, work his Sal-. 
vation in. f.ar and tremblino, 
ro, provide in health-time as 
gainſt the Za? hour, and by 
no means; to rely upon a 
d-ath:bed-repentance, for that 
men, generally ſpeaking, as. 
they live, fo they die z and 
*ris to be fear'd greatly, that 
thoſe who negle& God Als 
mighty and foi ſake him all 
I-2 their 
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ſuch profligate - Villains xoxe 
tht has livd, tho to the 
heipht of wickedneſs and de- 
bauchery, of his Communion 


but at his death he'ſball be af: 
- ſifted by a Prieſt, and ſhall re- 
cetve au Ablolution from al 
his fins,with an abſolutePromiſe 
of being ſ.on admitted to Blils, 
and reuoning with Chrift, if he 
cay but once ſay, that he is 
forry z or if hig.oice fail 
him, ſignifi: as much by 4 Nod 
of his H/lead, ' or the Motion 


their /ife-tizwe, will neyer 
ftiad him, at their death. $9 
that, with St. Auguſtine he 
doubts the Salvation of as 
many, as defer their Con- 
verlion till that hour , and 
has no encuuragement at all 
to do it, However, if any 
are found, that have been 
{o negleAtful of their Duty, 
as ro put off this great buli- 
neſs of Eternity to the Zaſt 
Moment, he is taught, that, 
in Charity, they ought to 


of a Finger, have all Aſiſtanze Fomes 
erp | to put them in mind of their 
condition, to excite them toa hearty deteſtation of all their 
Offences : to let them know, that, though they deſerve 
Hell fire in puniſhment of their wickedneſs, yet that they 
ought by no means deſpair, for that God is merciful-; and, 
who knows, but , if they heartily call upon him, -and en- 
deavour for a ſincere repentance, . with.an humble confi- 
dence on the Merits and Paſſion of Feſus Chriſt, he may 
hear their Prayers, ſhew them Mercy, and give: them time 
to repent. Theſe are all the Promiſes can begiven in this 
point 3 and this is what he ſees daily prattis'd 5 And if 
fome, by theſe means, are preſery'd from falling into  de- 
{pair, *tis well, but as for any receiving from hence en- 
couragement of comming into the like circumſtances,he thinks 
there's but little danger, eſpecially ſince there's nothing ſo 
often repeated in Books, no more common SubjeQs for Ser- 
mons, than the diſplaying the manifold perils of de/ayinz 


ones Converſion, and putting off Repentance till the /aft 
hour. 


28. Of 


(69) 


—_—— 


28. Of Faiting. 


E is contented with th: 
4A appearance of Devo- 
tion ; and looking not beyon4 


the name of Mortification, 


be. Fof down mell ſatisfi-d 
with the (ſhadow, without ever 
taking car: for the Subſtance. 
And thus, being a great Pre- 
tender to Faſting and the De- 
nial of himſelf, hz thinks he 
has ſufficiently complied with 
his Duty in this point , and 
mad: pood bis clum; if he 
has but abſtain'd from fleſh; 
And though at the ſame time 
be regales himſelf at Noon 
with all the variety of the 
choiceſt Fiſh, and ftoffs him- 
ſelf at Night, with the beſt 
Conlerves, and delicateſt Jun- 
kets, ana drivks al day th: 
pleaſanteſt Wines, and other 
Liquors : - ye? 'h? prirſrades 
himfelf, thit he is a truly Mor- 
tified max, that be has moſt 
Chriſtian-liks commemorated 
the bitter Death ad Paſſion 
of bis Redeemer, and done 4 
Work of great force, in order 
. #o the ſuppreſſing his corrupt 
anclinations, and \(atisfying for 


the Offences of his Life paſs*d 


I SChurch teaches him, 

that the Appearance 

of Devotion, the Name of 
Mortifica/ton and pretence 
to it,are only vain and fruit- 
leſs things, it they are not 
accompanied with the fab- 
ſtance. And that *tis bur a 
very lame compliance with 
the Ecclefjaſtical Precept of 
Faſting, to abſtain from fl fb, 
unleſs all other exceſſes, are 
at the ſame time carefully 
avoided. ?Tis true, his Charch 
has not forbidden o©n theſe 
days the drinking of YY ne, 
but permits a moderate uſe 
of it, as at other times; Bur 
is{» far from giving hberty 
toany of her #lock of com- 
mitting exceſſes, that ſhe de- 
clares Drunkenneſs and all 
Glutiony whatluever , tO be 
more hainous and [candalows 
ſins on ſuch Days, than on any 
othzr : They being expreſly 
contrary, not only to the 
Lawef Ged, but alſo to the 
intention of the Church, 
which appoints thele times 
for the retrenching Debau- 
cheries, and conquering our 
VIC1Ous- - 
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Nay, he has ſuch a prepoſte- 
rous conceit of thin;s, that h: 
believes it a greater ſin to eat 
the leaſt bit of Fle(h 92 4 Faſt- 
ing day, than tobe downright 
drunk, or commit any other 
excels ; as having leſs ſcruple 
of breating the Cohmmand- 
ments of God,than of violating 
apy Ordinance ef _ the Pope, 


or any Law of his Church. 


vicious Appetites. And now 
if any of his Profe/io» make 
leſs ſcruple of being drank 
on a Faſting day,than of eating 
the lelt bir of fleſh; he knows 
nothing more can be ſaid of 
them, ttan of many others, 
who will not break the $2b- 
b:th day, by doing any ſervile 
laboxy on it,for all the World, 
looking on this as a moſt 


. damning (n'; and yet at the 
ſame time, have little ſcruple of ſw aring,' curſing, lying, or 
revelling the greatelt part of the day. Which 1s not, be- 
- cauſe they have more liberty for theſe, than the former , 

they being all molt wicked Offencesz bur becauſe they 
that do thus, are but Chriſtians by halves, who with a kind 
of Phariſaical and Partial Ob:dience, ſeem to bear ſme of 
. the Commandments moſt zealouſly in their h arts;' while 

others they trample under their feex; ſcrupling many 
times at a oat, and at their occaſions paſſing by a Beam 
-undiſcern'd : for which their Church is not to be acconn- 
tab'e z but they themſelves, as being guilty of a wilful blind- 
neſs, and a molt unchriſtian negligehce, This is the real caſe 
of tuch of his Communion, who on days of Humilition, while 
they abſtain from Fleſh, yer give ſcandal by their inrem- 
p rateneſs. They have a Command of God, by which they 
are oblig*'d on all aays to hve ſoberly, and to avoid all Glut- 
tony and Drunk: nneſs 5 and on Faſtings days, beſides this 
Command of Gud they have a Church Prec:pt, by which 
they are bound +1! able) ig ear but oze Meal in a day, and 
that vot of Fleyt, And now if. {ome are ſo inconfiderate 
and careleſs, as to be {crupulouſly obſervant of oze of theſe 
Commands,; and wholly negligent of the ozhcy 5 *ris not be- * 
c:ule their R: {/2/9», texches them to do ſo, (which deteſts 
and condemns all ſuch: /candalous partializty, and complying 


with 
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with their Duty 5 halvesggbut becauſe they ſhut their ears 
to all. good Inſtruttion,” and chuſe rather to follow their 
own corrupt Appetites, than the wholſom DoQtine of 


their Church. 


AW— 


92. Of Droiſcons and Schiſms in the Ch:rch. 


E # of a Rcligion, in 

 þK which there are as many 
Schiſms, & Families : And 
they ar: ſa divided inth-ir Opi- 
nions, that commonly, ar ma- 
ny 4s m*«<t in Company z ſo m1- 
ny {cveral Tenets are maintain- 
ed. Heme ariſe thrir infinite 
ana.exal [s Diſputes ; and th: 
af agreement. of their Divines, 
who pretend to give 4 tric and 
ſolid. xpii:a'ion of th: Myſte- 
Ties of th? Chri//:as Faith,and 
yer Orfſer in as many Points 
a th:y write of. Beſides, what 
wvar'e'y of Fudements ave there 
im their Religious Houſes azd 
Cloiſters, none acreeine with 
azdther, in their Foundation, 


Iaftituricen and Profeſſi:n *- 
This being of th: Religion of 


St. Dominick, that of Sr. 
Francis, 4 third of St. Ber- 
nard, oth.rs of St. BenediQ:; 
ana fo without Number; ſo 
that 45 miny Orders, as many 
Religions And yet they pre- 


| | E is of a Religion, in 
' # which there are no 
Schiſms or Separations, all 
the M mb rs of it (however 
ſpread through the World) 
agreeing like ove Man ineve- 
ry Article of their Faith, by 
an equal ſubmiſſion to the De- 
terminations of cheir Chnurch. 
And nv one of them, though 
the moſt Learned and Wiſe, 
ever following any other Rule 
in their Faith, beſides this of 
aſſenting. to al, thit the Church: 
of God planted by Chrift, affi- 


ſt-d and protected by th: Holy 


Ghoſt, propoſes to the Faithful 
to. be believ'd, as th: Doftr ine 
of the Apoſtles, and rettivd 
as ſuch in all ſves, Which is, 
all unanimouſly to believe as - 
the Church of God beli-ves. No 
one of his Communion ever 
doubting of this,or ſcrupling 
to recelve any thingatter his 
Churches Declaration, And 
now, though they all thus 


rend to Chriltian Unity, conſpire in. every Point of 


>< ths ” 
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amidſi this diverſity growing Fg 3 yet there is a great di- 
upon them every day. verſityamongſt rhe School-mer 
| in their Divinity-points, and 
Opinions of ſuch matters.as are no Articles of Faith,and have 
no relation to it, but as ſome Circumſtance or Manner;which, 
being never defir'd by their Church, may be maintain'd ſeve- 
rally, either 7h#5,or that way, without any breach of Faith, 
or injury to their Religion : And of theſe things only they 
Diſpute, and have their Debates, in manner of School-Ex- 
erciſes, without any diſagreement at all in their Belief, but 
with a perfect Unity, The like Unity is there amongſt the 
Religious Ord r5,all which fay the ſame Creed, own the ſame 
Authority in the Church of Chriſt; and inevery thing profeſs 
the ſame Faith; and have no other differences, than as it 
were of {ſo many ſeveral ſteps or degrees in the praQtiſe of a 
Devout and Holy Life. Some being of a more Severe and 
Strift Diſc.pline, others of a more Gentle and Mod-rate. 
Some {pending more time in Pr43ing,others more in Fatch- 
ing, others,more in #afting, ſome being intended for the 
Catechiſing, and breeding up of Youth; others for taking 
car2 of Hoſpitals, and looking after the Sick, others for go- 
ing ang [nfidels, and Preaching to them the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, and for ſuch like Pious and Chriftian Deſigns,ro the 
greater Glory and Honour of God, Which differences make 
no other difference in the ſeveral Profeſſors,than there was 
between Mary and Martha, who expreſs'd their Love and 
Service to their Zord in a very different employ z, but both 


commendably, and without any danger of prezudicing the | 
Unity of their Fairh, 


| —_—— — —— 
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30. Of Fryars and Nuns. 


E &s raueht to have a high E is taught to have a 


eſt. ems for all thoſe of his high eſteera for thoſe 
Communion wh. Cloiſtring them- of his Communion, who un: 


der 


(73) 


felves up, become Friars aud 
Nuns; 4 ſort of People, who 
call themſelves Religious, and 
are-nothing but a Religious 


Cheat ; under the cloke of 


Piety and pretence to Devotion, 
deveiving the Horla; axd liv- 
ing toth: h:ight of Wick:aneſs, 
under the notion of Saints. bey 
vow Chaſtity, Poverty and 


Obedience, ani obſerve no- 


thing leſs z but live in all re- 


ſp-ts ſo irregular and ſcanda- 


lous, that were there to be ta- 


ken a compendions draught of all 
the Luxury, Pride, Covetouſ- 


neſs, Irreligion, and other YVi- 
ces, thro) the whole World, it 
might be modelFd —y to 
what is atted between any of th: ſe 


four VValls,in which h:ſe Re. 


der take that ſort of life, 
which according to Chriſt's 
own direCtion, and his Apo- 
ſtles, is pointed out as the beſt. 
A ſort of People, who endea- 
vour to perform all that God 
has Commazrded, and alſo what 
he has ConnſelPd, as the better, 
and in order to more per- 
feition, They hear Chriſt de- 
claring the danger of Riches; 
they therefore embrace a wvo- 
luntary Poverty, and lay aſide 
all Titles to Wealth and Poſ- 
ſeſſions. St, Paul Preaches, 
that he that givith not his Vir- 
gin in Marriage, doth better 
than he that dees ; and that (be 
that is unmarried careth for 
the things of th: Lord, how ſhe 
may be holy, both in body, ana 


cluſes live, without danger of ſpirit: They therefore chuſe a 
omitting any thing, that 15 wick ſingle Fate,Conlecrating their 
ed and unchriſtian. Virginity to God ;that lo they 
| may be wholly intent on his 
ſervice, and be careful how to pleaſe him; while ſhe that is 
married careth for the things of th: World, how ſhe may pleaſe 
her Husband, (1 Cor. 7. 32, 33, 34, 38.) The Goſpel Pro- 
claims, that thoſe that will follow Chriſt, muſt deny them. 


felv2s; they therefore renounce their ove wills, and with -ur 


reſpe@ to their own proper inclinations, pals their life in 
a p:rpetual obedience. And becaule the World is corrupt, {5 
that to a Pious Soul, every bulineſsis a Di/ſ{ration, every 
diverſiona 7: mptation, and more frequent the Provocations 
to Evil, than Examples to Go-d 5 they therefore retire trom 
it as muchas poſſible, and confining themſelves to 2 little 
Corner or Cell,apply themſelves wholly to Devotion, mak- 


ing 
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ing Prayer their buſineſs, the Service of God their whole em- 
ploy,and the Salvatioz of their Souls their only deſign. And 
now if in theſe R-tirew-nts, where every thing is order'd, 
as it may be moſt advantageous for the promoting Yertue 
and Devotion,nothing permitted that is likely to prove a di- 
ſturbance to Godlinefs,or allurements to Evil,vet ſome live 
ſcandalouſly, and give ill example to the World ; What can be 
{aid 3 but that no Srete can ſecure any Man; and that no ſuch 
proviſion can be made in order to a Holy Life, but it may 
be abus.*d? But yet he does not think that ſuch ab»ſes,and the 
vitiouineſs of ſome, can be argument enough toany juſt and 
reaſonable Man, to condemn the whol-, and the /»ſtitution it 
telf. Is not Marriage abuy'd an infinite number of ways, and 
many forc'd to embrace this ſtate, or at leaſt to accept of 
ſuch particular Perſons contrary totheir own choice and li- 
. King?Is there any ftate in this World,any Condition, Trade, 
Calling, Profeſſion, Degree, or Dignity whatſoever, which 
is not abus'd by ſome? Are Churches exempt from abuſes ? 
Are not Bibles and the Hord of God abus'd 3 Is not Chriſti- 
anity it {elf abus'd, and even the Mercy of God abus'd * If 
therefore there is nothing ſo Sacred and Divine in the whole 
World, which wicked and malicious Men do not pervert to 
their ill deſigns,to the high diſhonour of God,and their own 
Damaation : How can any one upon the meer conſideration 
| of ſome abuſes, pals Sentence of Condemnation' againſt a 
thing, which ctherwiſe is Good and Holy? *Tis an undeni- 
able truth,that to embrace a Life exempt, as much as can be 
from the turmoils of the World; and in a quiet retirement 
r5 Dedicate ones ſelf to the Service of God, and ſpend ones 
days in Prayers and Contemplation,is a moſt commendable un- 
dertaking,and very becoming a Chritian, And yetif ſome, 
who enter ſuch a courſe of life as this; fall ſhort of what 
they pretend, and inſtead of becoming erninent in Vercue 
and Gndlinefſs ; by their unexemplar lives, prove a Scandal 
to their Profe/i2 : Is their Rule and 7»titvtion to be con- 
demned ; or rather.they who {werv'd trom it ? No, let not 
the Dignity of an Apo#le, ſuffer for the fall of Fuaas : __ 
rac 
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the Commandment: lie ufider an aſperſion, upon the account 
of thoſe that break them, 


pe 
| — I een 


31. Of Wicked Principles and Pradices. 


E s a Member of a E is a Member of a 

Church,which # called Church, which, ac- 
Holy 3 but in hex DoQtrine cording to the gth Artic!» 
and Prattices ſo Foul and As of the Apoſtles Creed, he be- 
bominable, that mhoſo:v:r lieves to be Hely; and this 
admires her for Sanftity, may not only in Name, but alfoin 
upon the ſame grounds do he: Dottrine ; and for witneſs of 
mage to Vice it ſelf, Has ever her: Santtity, he appeals to 
any Society fince Chrif's time, her Councils, Catechiſms, Pul- 
apperr'd in the World ſo black pits, and Spiritual Books of 
and deforwmd with Helliſh DireQion;z in which the 
Crimes as ſhe? Has not ſhe main deſign is, to imprint in 
out done even the moſt Barba- the hearts of the Faithful, 
rous Nations and Infidels with this comprehenſive Maxim of 
her Impicties, and arawn 4a Chriſtianity ; That they "ay, Jaw £01 t 
[candil wpon the name of t0 love God above all thing! oj fre 
Chriſtian, by her unparallePa with their whole h.art and ſoul * oray 
'Vices 9 Take but a view of th: and their wighbour, as them-*:<* 4 
1h 1rrid Prattices ſhe has b:en ſelves. And that none flatter | '9' 9 
nengar'd in, of late years; con- themſelves,with a confidence 
1ſd-r the French and Iriſh to be faved by Faith alone 
(1 Maſſacres, the Murders of «withour living ſeberly, jrftly 
y1Henry the Third 2nd Fourth and piouſly; as *'tis in the 
Kings of France, the Holy Council of Trent, Seſſ. 6 c. 
1League, the Gun-powder- 11. So that he doubts not at 
(Treaſon, the Cruelty of all, bur that as many as live 
vwQueen Mary, the Firing of according to the dire/Fion of 
i\London, the late Plot i the his Church,and in obſervance 
Tear 1678. to ſubvert the of her Dofrin:, live holily in 
\Government, axd deſtroy bs the Service and Fear of God 3 
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\Majeſty, the death of Sir and with an humble confi- 
'Edmundbury Godfzey/and a» dence in the Merits and Paſſi- 
infin'te number of oth:r ſuch on of their Red:emer,may hope 
like deviliſh Contr ivances) ; to be receiv'd, after thisLite, 
wand then tell me, Whether that into eternal Bliſs, But that 
Church, which has bt» the all in Communion with his 
\Anthor and Promoter of ſuch Church do not live thus holly, 
1barbarous Deſigns, ought to be and in the fear of God, he 
1eſterm'd Holy,Aand reſpefed knows *tis too, too evident; 
for Piety and Religion, or ra- there being many in all pla- 
ther be condemn'd for the ces, wholly forgetful of their 
Miftris of /#iq#:t3,the Whore Duty, giving themſelves up 
of Babylon, which hath pol- to all ſorts of V.ce,and guilty 
luted the Earth with. h:r of moſt horrid Crimes. And 
Hickedneſs, and tawght no- tho? he is not'bound to be- 
thing but the D:Arine of De- lieve all to be 77«th, that is 
wilst1 And let never ſo many charg'd upon them by . ad- 
1Pretentes be m14», 1et "tis evi- verſaries; there being no 
» dent, that aff theſe Execrable Narrative of any of thoſe 
\Prafices have b.ew doxe ac- deviliſh Contrivances and 
cording to the known Princi- Praiſes laid tothem,where- 
yples of this Holy Church, in Paſfion and Fury have not 
r1an1 that her greateſt Patrons, made great a” ditions; where- 
»the moſt Learned of her Di- in things D«bions are not 1m- 
vines, h'r moſt eminent Bi- prov'd into Certainties, Suſpr. 
ſhops, her Prelates, Cardi- cons into Realities, Fears and 
pnals, aud even the Popes jeal-ufies intoSubftintial Plots, 
1themſelves, have been the chief and down-right Lies and Re- 
y Managers of theſe Helliſh Con- corded Purjuries into Pulpit, 
} trivances, And mhat more nay Goſp l-truths, Yet he 
/convincimg Argument, that Teally thinks, that there has 
» they are all w.ll approvea, aud been Men of his Prof-ſ/ion of 
| conform to the Religion taught every rank arid degree , 
/ by theer Church ? learned and unlearned, high 
and low, Secular and Eccle- 
fiaſtick, that have been ſcandalous in their Lives, wicked 
in their Deſigas, without the fear of God in their hearts, 
OT 
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or care of. their own Salvatian.- But what then ?-Is the 
whole Church to be condemn'd, for the vicious lives of ſome 
of her Profeſſors 7 and herDettrine to ſtand guilty of as many 
Villag.es, as thvle commit, ,vho neglect to. follow it ? If 
ſo, let the Men 0i-that Soczety, Fudgment or Perſraſion,who 
aregaot in the |;ke, circumſtances, fling the firſt fone. Cer- 
tainly if this way ot paſſing ſentence, be once allow'd as 
juſt and reaſvnabie, there never was, nor ever will be, any 
Religion or Church of God upon the Earth. *Tis but reckons 
ing up, the idolairies, Superſtitions, Cruclties, Rebellions, 
Murders of Princes, Impieties, and other ſuch like Enor- 
mities, committed by the Fews, as they ſtand recorded in 
Scriptare 5 and *tis immediately prov'd, that the Zews 
were never the choſe, People of God, nor their Zaw, the 
DiQates of Heaven, 'Tis but making a Liſt of the Miſac- 
meaniurs, Irregularities, Abuſes, Exceſſes, Treacheries, Simony, 
S: parations, Diſcords, Erroneous Dottrines, to be found even 
in the time of che Apoſtles and.their followers ; and they 
are all effeQually prov'd to be the Diſciples of An'ichrift, 
and that the World's Redeemer had no ſooner aſcended into 
Heaven, but his Apoltles left him, and began co ſer up for 
Schiſm and Vice. By this way, Conſtantine may be evident-- 
ly condemn'd for an Heathen, becauſe he murder*d his #ife 
and his Sox. And the Religion of Theodofins be mark*d our 
tor Atheiſm, becaule by his order, Seven Thouſand 1 heſſa- 
lonians, were treezcheroutly maflacred in three hours ſpace, 
* without diſtinction of Sex or Ape, or the Innocent from: 
the Guilty. A Copfident Undertaker would find no difficu] - 
ty 1n proving all this; eſpecially if he had but the Gife, 
of exager:ting ſome things, miſrepreſeming others, of finding 
Authorities and Texts for every idle Story, of charging 
the extravagant Opinions of every ſag/e Author upon the 
R-lizien they profeſs, of raking together all rhe Wicked- 
nels, Cruelties, Treacheries, Plots, *Conſpiracies, at ' any 
rime committed, by any ambitious Deſperado's or wicked 
Villains : and then politively aſſerting, that what- theſe 


did 
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did, was according to the: DoFrine of that Church of which 
they were Members ; and that the true Meaſures of the 
Sanity and Goodneſs of the Church in whoſe Communion 
theſe Men were, may be juſtly taken from the Behaviour 
of ſuch Offenders, But certainly no Man of Reaſon and 
Conſcience can allow of ſuch Proceedings. No ſober Man 
would ever go to 7Tybarn,and Hhetsftons-Park,to know what 
1s the Religion profels'd in England according to Law. Nor 
would look into all the Sink, Jakes, Dunghills, Common- 
ſhores about Town, from ſuch 'a Proſpe& to give a true 
Deſcription of the City, Why therefore ſhould the Cha- 
racer of the Charch of Rome and her Doctrine be taken only 
from the looſe Behaviour and wicked Crimes of ſuch, who, 
tho' in Communion with her, yet live not according to her 
direction £. She teaches Holineſs of Life, Mercy to the Poor, 
Loyalty'and Obedience to Princes, and the Neceſſity of 
keeping the Commandments, (witneſs the many Books of 
Devotion and DireQion, made E»gliſb, tor publick benefit, 
written originally by Papifts) and great numbers there are 
(God be prais'd) who prattice this in their Lives. And now 
if there be many alſo, who ſtop their ears to good [nſtrutti- 
on, and following the Suggeſtions of rheir own ungovern'd 
Appetites, of Pride, Ambition,Covetouſneſs, Luxury, &c.1o 
lay aſide all concern of Salvation, and bec:me unchriſtian 
both to God and their Neighbour, that they are a ſhame to 
their Prof ſion : why ſhould the Cherch be repreſented ac 
cording to the wick:dneſs of thole that negle@ her Do#rixe, 
and not rather by the Piety .and Exemplar Lives of ſuch 
as follow ite Is not this to d-al by her, (if we may uſe 
ſuch a Compariſon) as ?tis generally done by the Sizn of 
St. Duſtan, near Temple-bar : on which, tho" the Saint 
| bedrawn almoſt in the fuf{ proportion, and there's no more 
of the Devil on it ; beſides the reac9ime towards him with 
a pair of 7ongs; yet *cis deſcrib'd only by the Name of 
the Devil T avern, without the leaſt mention of the Saint ? 
And. is not this partielity unjult, and theſe piece-meal De- 
250 {criptions 
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ſcriptions unreaſonable. Let the CharaFey of the Church . 
be given according to what ſhe teaches, and not accord- 
ing - to the Pritings of every poſitive Opinia'or, and” the 
Practices of every- wicked Liver, and” theg there's no fear 
of its comming out ſo «gly and d-form*d. Neither let anyone 
pretend to demonſtrate the Faith and: Principles of the Pa- 
piſts by the Works of every Divine in that Communion z 
or by the Ations of every Biſhop, Corainal, or Pope ;, for 
they extend not their Faith beyond the Declarations of 
General Councils : and ſtanding faſt to thele , they yet own, 
that many of their Friters are roo loole in their Opinions, 
that all Biſhops and Cardinals are not ſo edifying, as it be- 
comes their ſtate ; and that Popes may have their failings 
too.A Pope is a Temporal Prince, keeps a Comrt, has variety 
of Officers about him. And if he has Flatrerers, and Miſin- 
formers too, *tis nothing but what all Princes are ſenſible 
of, but cannot remedy, And+ hence he doubts not, but 
*tis poſſible that he may be engag'd in unlawful under- 
takings, and invite others. to the like. And: are not all 
other Princes {ubje& to. this too? But what - then © 'Pheſe 
ACtrons of Popes concern not the Faith of thoſe, who are 
in Communion with them ; they may throw a ſcandal 
indeed upon the &-//g/0», but they can never alter it's Creed. 
But what need any other return to the numerous Cla- 
mours made daily 2guiuit t!;s wickedn:ſs of the Papiſts * 
"Tis a ſufficient Vindication of their Chief Paſtors or 
Popes, (to uſe the words of a Perfon of Quality) that a- 
mong two hundred and fifty, that have -now ſucceſſively 
bore that Charge, tiliere are not above t:» or twelve 
againſt whom, their moſt malicious adverſaries can: find 
occaſions of ſpitting their venome 3 and that a Challenge: 
may be made to the whole World, to ſhew but the fifth 
part of, ſo many /«cc:{*ve Governors, ſince the Creation, 
of which there have not b:en far. more that have abusgd 
their Power, And as for their Flock and People owning 
this 2th07ity, "tis true, many wicked things have _ 
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done by ſome of them ; and t00 many like Libertines; 
negle& the care of their Souls : but however the Genereli- 
ty of- them live like Chriſtians , few come to them, but 
with their Relig/ox they change alſo their Manzers for 
the better y few deſert them, but ſuch who ſeem to be 
- falfn out- with all Chri#janity :. and whoſoever will look 

into any of our neighbouring Popiſþh Towns, as Pars, 
Antwerp, Gant, &c, will find in any oxe of them, more 
Praying, more Faſting, more receiving the Sacraments, 
more wiſiting Priſoners and the Sick, more Alms-giving, 
than 1n any fe Towns of the Reformation. 


. 32. Of Miracles. 
; Eis ſo given up to the E 1snot oblig'd to be- 
] belief of idle Stories | 


lieve any one Miracle, 
«and Ridiculous Inventions 7» 


( beſides what is in the Scrip- 
favour of bis Saints, which he ture ;, and for all others, he 


calls Miracles 3 that pothing may give the credit, which 


can be related ſo every way ab: 
. ſurd, fooliſh and almoſt impoſ- 
ſible, but it gains credit with 
'him ,, and heis ſo credulouſly 
confident of the truth of them, 
that there's no difference to him 
betwixt theſe Tales,and what he 
reads in Scripture. '[is a pret- 
ty Romance, zo ſee what ts re- 
counted of SaintFrancis'sCord, 
the Scapular, Saint Anthony, 
Saint Bridgit, and other ſuch 


in prud:nc: hethinks they de-. 


ſerve ; conſidering the Hont- 
ſty of the Relator, the Autho- 
rity.of the itneſſes,and ſuch 
other circumſtances, which 
on the like occaſions uſe to 
gain hisatſen:, And if upon 
the account of mcer Hiſtory, 
and the conſent of Authors, 
tew make any doubt, but 


that there was ſuch an one as 
Ceſar, Alexander, Mahomet, 


Favourites of Heaven, Hethat 
has but read the Atchievements 
of theſe, may excuſe the peruſal 


Luther, &c. VVhy ſhould he 
doubt of the truth of many 
Miracles, which have not on- 


ly 
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of Bevis of Southampton, the 
Seven Champions, or gue: 
vedy's Dreams ; for theſe 
have nothing to compare to th: 
former, either for rare inven- 
tion , wonderful ſurpriſes or 
performance of impoſhibles. 


ly the like conſent of Authors 
and Hiſtory, but alſo are at- 
teſted by great numb«rs of 
eye-witneſſes, examin'd by Au- 
thority, and found upon Re- 
cord, with all the formalities 
due to ſuch a Proceſs 2 Saint 


Augnſtin relates many Meira- 
cles done in his time, {v does St. Ferome and other F'hers, 
and if they doubted nothing of them then, VVhy ſhould he 
queſtion the tru:h of them now 2 He finds that inthe time 
of the O/d Law, God favour'd many of his Servants, work- 
ing Miracles by their hagds ; and he thinks now that God's 
hand is not ſhortned ; that the Diſciples of Chreft are no 
lels Favourites of Heaven , than thole of Moſes; and 
that the New Zaw may be very well allow'd to be as Glori- 
045and as particularly privileag'd as the Old: eſpecially 
ſince Chrilt promiſed that his Apoſtles, ſhould a» greater Mira- 
cles, thinever he himſelf had done, And what it ſome Mira- 
cles recounted by Authors, are fo wv onderfully ſtrange, that 


' to ſome they ſeem Riarculous and 4bſurd; are they the lels 


rrve upon this account £ Is not every thing Ridtcuslous to Un- 
b:lievers? The whole DotFrine of Chrilt, 1s a Scandal to the 
Fews and Folly tothe Gentil:s, And what more Abſurd to 
one that wants Faith, than the Miracles recounted in the O/a 
Teftament:Might not ſuch an one turn them all into Ridicule 
and Puffuonry 2 Take bur Faith away,and lee whar becomes 
of Balaem and his Aſs, Samſon 10d his Faw bop-, FElits ant 
his Fiery Chariet, Flijah's Mantile, Ax h:ad and Deal Bon 5, 
Gideon's Pitchers, Lamps and Trumpets in demyulilhiug rhe 
Walls of Feric», Moſes and his Burnizg-Buſb, his hoiding 
up his hands for the, Victory over his Enemies, his parcing 
of the Red: Sea, and ZFoſbua's commanding the Sun to ſtand 
ſtill, &c. Might not theſe, and all rhe reſt be painted out as 
Ridiculous, as any ſuppoſed to be done fiace Chrilt's time, 
and be put inthe {ame Liſt, with the Hiſtory of Bevis or Guy 

L of 


(82) 


of JYarwick? A little incredulity, accompanicd with a pre- 
ſumption of meafuring Gods Works by Humane Wiſdom, 
will ealily make the greateſt part of them, paſs for 
Follics and Abſurd Tmpoſſibilities. And though he is ſo far 
from giving equal aſlent to the Miracles related in Scrip- 
ture, and the others wrought fince'; that the former he 
believes with a Divine Faith, arid the reſt with an inferiour 
kind of affent, according to the Grounds and Authority 
there is in favour of them, like as he does in Prophane 
Hiſtory : Yet the ſtrangeneſs of thele, never makes him in 
tize leaſt doubt of the 7ruth of them, ſince *tis Evident to 
him; that all the Works of Heaven far ſurpaſs all his rea- 
ſoning, and that while he endeavours but to look even 
into the very ordizary things daily wrought by God Al- 
mighty, the Motion of the Sump, Mooy and Says, the 
Flowing. of the Sta, the Growing of an Z#ar of Cory, the 
Light of a Camdk, the Artifice of the Bees, &c. he quite 
lolts himſelf; and is bound to confeſs his own Zz»orance 
and Foth, and that God is Forderful in all his Forks, a 
God ſurpaſſing all our knowledge. Whatſoever therefore 
is related upon good grounds, as done by the extraordinary 
Powertof + God, he is ready to affent ro it, although he 
ſees neither the how, the why, nur the wh-refore ; being 
ready to attribute all to the Honour and Praiſe of his 
Maker, to whole Omnipotent Hand, moſt of poor Man's 


Impoſſibles, are none. 


23. Of Holy Water. 
TE utterly diſapproves 


E highly atproves th: 
| Superſtitions uſe of ma- * N. Þ all:-forts of . Superſti- 
»y inanimate things, and at- tru. And yet is taught 


tributes wonaerful effetfs to to have an eſteem for 
ſuch Creatures, wvich are but Holy Water, bleſy'd Can- 
ac Ef ales, 


of it. 
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in 4 gery inferiour rank, and 
able to do no ſuch things. Holy 
Water is in great efteem with 
him, ſo are Bleſſed Candles, 
Holy Oyl and Holy Bread, iz 
which he puts ſo much confi- 
dence ; that by the Power of 
theſe, he thinks himſelf ſecure 
from all Witchcraft, Enchant- 


ment, and all the power of 


the Devil, nay, that by the 
help of theſe ſenſeleſs Mediaz 
tors h: may vbtain remiſſion of 
his wvenial or lighter ſins, And 
in the uſe of theſe thinzs, he is 
taught by his Church to be /o 
obſtina' ely poſitive, as if he had 
the Authority of Fathers and 
Scripture to back it mhenas there 
is not th: leaſt grain of Rea- 
ſon, no hint of Antiquity, #0 
Text throughout the Word of 
God for the drfemre, com- 


mand, or tven permiſſi'n 


alzs, Holy Oyl, and Holy 
Bread; not doubting,but that 
as ſach Men,who have Con- 
{ecrated themſelves - to- the 
ſervice of Godin the Preach- 
ing the Goſpel and Admini- 
{tration of the. Sacraments, 
have a particular reſpe& due 
to them, 'above the Lazy - 
As Churches Dedicated to God 
are otherwiſe to be look'd 
on, than,other dwelling Houſes: 
So likewiſe theſe other Crea- 
tures, which are particularly 
deputed by the Prayers and 
Bleſſing of the Prieſt, to cer- 
tain uſes for God's own Glo- 
ry,and the Spiritual and Cor- 
poral good of Chriſtians, 
ought to be reſpeQed in a de- 
gree above other things. And 
what Superſtition inthe uſe of 
them ? Has nor God himſelf 
preſerib'd ſuch inanimate 
things, and Holy, Men madg 


' Uſe of them, for an. jatenc 


above their zataral P:wer ; and this withont, any Super, x 
tion ? Was there Superſtition in the PPaters.of Fqaloupe, 
(Numb. 5,17,) in the Shew-Bread, in the FNC of Stoxe, 
in the Salt us'd by Elijah for {weeting the infeQted Was, 
ters3 in the Ziver of the Fiſh, taken by the Ange! Raphact 
for expelling the Devil? Was it Superſtirion in aca hs ule 
Clay,for the opening the eyes of the Blind 3 or in the Apo- 
ſtles to impoſe hands for the bringing down the Holy Ohof 
upon Chriſtians ; or to make uſe of Oy for the curing the 
ſick ? ( Mari 6, 13.) And "_ there be no exprels Com- 
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4x4 in Scripture for Blieſling Hater,Bread, &c. yet there is 
this aſurance,that every Creatures ſ1nitified by the Word of God 
and Prayer, (i Tim. 4. 5.) and fiequent Promiſes, that God 
would hear the Prayers of the Faithful.Why therefore ſhould 
he doubt,but that theſe Creatwres,on which theBleffing of Gad 
is ſolemnly implor'd by the Ford of God and the Prayers of 
the Prieſt and People,for their Sar ification,are really Santtifi- 
ed,according to the aſſurance of the poſtie,and the Promiſes 
of God? St.Crzil of Fernſal. mu holiv'd inthe Third Century, 

-madce go queſtion, but that as thoſe things, which are Of- 
fered to Idols,though pure 1n their own zature, are made im- 
pure by the [avocation of Devils : {o on the contrary, ſimple 
Water is made Holy,and gets a Sanity, by vertue receiv'd 
from the Invocation of the Holy Ghoſt, Chriſt our Lord and 
his eternal Father,/Cyr. Catech. 3.3.) St. Auguſtine was of the 
ſame Judgment, touching the Bened:#tonof Breaa; affirming, 
that the Bread which the Catcchumens did take, tho? it was 
not Chrift's Body, yet it was holy; yes, and more holy 
than the Meat wherewith we are nouriſh'd, (ug. Zom. 7. 
1.2. de Pecc. Mer. & Remiſ. c. 26.) The like is to be ſeen in 
the Epiſtle otSt. 41. xazder,who govern'd the Church but fifty 
years after St.Peter;where he declares the Cuſtom even at thar 
time of bleffine Fater,and confirms the Prattice of it by his 
Comin And that Water thus ble/s'd was capable. by vertue 
receiv'd from Heaven,of working effeQs above its own Na- 

Ture,was the Sentiment of Chriſtians in the Primitive times; 
Epiphanius makes early mention,(7 om. 21. x.cont.herzo.)where 
he relates a paſſage at length,how thar Water being bl+ſſed 
in the Name of Zeſus,and ſprinkled upon Fire,which by Witch- 
craft was made uanadive and hindred from burning, imme- 
diately the Enchantment ceas'd and the Fire burn'd. As al- 
{o that a Poſſeſ#d Perſon being beſprinkled with bled Va: 
ter, the Party was immediately cured. Theodoret has the 


tike Narration,of the Devil hindring fire from burning.and 


how thar he was chaced away, and the charm diflolved by 
bl fſed Watrr being thrown on it, (4b. 5. Zecleſhhift, c. 21.) 


And 


= 


= 
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And does not St.Hierom (in vit. Hilarion,p.3 23. Pare print.) 
make this relation,how that Zra/icws took /Fater from bleſſed 
Hilarion, and-calt it on his betwizched Horſcs, on his Cha- 
rior,and the Barriers from whence he us'd to run and that 
the Charm or Witchery did ceaſe upon the f(prinkling this 
Hater ;. fo that al cried out, Marnis vidtns eſt a Chriſto. 
Chriſt hath c:nquered Marras 7 (the Idol.) And now there's 
no jeering and ridiculing thele things, will ever makethem 
look like idle Super/titzoms, to one that conſiders ſeriouſly, 
how much hey are grounded upon Reaſon,the Ford of Go, 
Antiquity, and the Authority and Prattice of the ' Catholick 
Church ; which though it approves the uſe of them, yer ir 
teaches plainly,thar there is noCopfidence to be put in- any 
thing, but only in Feſ#s Chrift ; and. what power theſe 
things have,*they have not of thewſclves, but only from 
Heaven, and by the invocation of the Name of TJeſw: ; 
who as by his heavenly. Bl/ing, he enables us to do things 
above the power of Natare-; fo allo by the Prayers of his 
Church he bleſſes theſe rthngs, ia order 'to the working 
effeAs above their 0wn natural qualities, that- by them his 
Fatherly Benefics-may be applied to us and that fo the- 


Faichful may more particularly honour and blefs him in all 
his Creatures. 


——— ————— 


34: Of Breeding up People in Tenorance: 


E tis train'd up in Igno- 


means male uſe of by his 
Church, for preſ ruing Men 
in that Communion, to hide 
from them her mainifol4 
Myſteries of Dniqui:y, her 
ſertiſh- Superſtitions, her #n- 
chriſiia» Doctrins , by. per- 


rancezand *tts the chi:f 


E has all the liberty; 
encouragetkent and; 
convenience: of becoming 
learned, of any People or Per- 
{waſion whatſoever. And 
none vhat- has ever look*d-0- 
ver any Zibrary, and:found 
that the greateft numbers 
and choicelt Books of all Sct- 
Ences?,, 
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al! is» unknown ences,have men of his Commu- 


forming 
Tongues, and not permitting 
the poor miſled People to look 
into, or underſtand any this 
that they Belive or Profeſs. And 
by this Blindneſs they are per- 
ſwaaead to embrace - ſuch infinite 
numb:'ys of grois, Errors, that 
were but the. vail. taken fron 
their eyes,but for on: half hour, 
and th:y but permitted to have 
one fair profp & of their Relt: 
giom, thenſands and thouſands 
would daily deſert h:r and come 
over #0 the Truth. 


aion'for their Authors : None 
that in his Travels, has taken 


g. a thorough view of the Uni- 


verſities 1n Popiſh Countries, 
of the Sorbon, Zonvain, Sala- 
manca, Bologn, &c, and con- 
lider'd their laborious ſtudies 
in Philoſoby, Divinity, Hiſtory, 
the Fathers, Conncls, Scrip- 
ture, &c. and beſides Stu- 
dents here, has ſeen how 
many thouſands there are in 
Religions Houſes, who, | free 
from the diſturbances of the 


' World , make Vertue and 
Learning the buſineſs of their whole Lite; will ever lay 


72norance to the charge of the Papiſts ; but mult in juſtice 
confeſs, that among(t them, are to be found as mary, and 
as great Scholars, as amongſt any People or Society in the 
World. And tho? the Falgar and common ſort, of that Pro- 
f&{ion, underſtand not Zatin; yet are not they train'd upin 
z2norance Of their Religion, nor led along in blindneſs ; but 
are {o provided of Books in their own Mother tongue, of In- 
truQtion and Devotion, wherein is explicated the whole Daty 
of a Chriſtian, every Myſt ry of their F:zth,and all the Offices 
and Ceremonies perform'd in the Church ; that they mult be 
very negl:gent, or elſe very meanly parted, who do not ar- 
rive to a {uſhcient knowl=dge of their Obligation in every 
reſpeA. And wholozver has ſcen the great pains and care 
ſome Good men take abroad, in explicating, on Snndays and 
Holy days in their Churches, and on Week-days 1n the 
Streets, the Chriftiaz Doft:in to the crowds of the ignorant 
and meaner ſort of people ; not omitting to reward ſuch 
as anſwer well, with ſome {mall giſts, to encourage Youth 
and provoke them to a commendable emulation z will ne- 


ver 
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ver ſay,that the Papits keep the poor People in Tpn:ravce,and 
hide from them their Rebgiop ; irurrather rhat they uſe all 
m-ans for inſtruQing the /znorat, andiomit nothing can a- 
ny ways conduce for the breeding vp o* Zouth, in the know- 
ledge of their Faith, and letting then fee into:the Religion 
they are to profes, Neither does it ſeem to him, even {o 
much as probable, that if the Church Offic's and Service, &c, 
were pertorm'd in the Yulgar-tonzue,that upon this the yow- 
Tonorant and' blinaled People, would immediately diſcover 
7 many idle Saperſtitions, ſenſelefs Devotions and groſs Fr- 
rors, that they would in great numbers uponr"the fight, be- 
come adeſerters of that Communios, in which now they are 
profels'd Members. For lince there is nothing done bur in a 
Language, which theLearned, Judictous and Leading Men 
of all Nations doevery where underſtand ,and yet theſe eſpy 
no ſuch Ridicaloſities, which fright them from their Farth ; 
but notwithſtanding the ſeeing all thorough and thorough, 
they yetadmire all for /ol:4, holy and Apoſtolical, and re- 
main ſtedfa{t- in their Prof+fjoz : how can it be imapin'd 
that the vulgar, weak and unlearned fort, did they bur 
underſtand all as well as they, would eſpy any ſuch Erro1s 
and Superltirions, which theſe others, with all. their Learn- 
ing and Judgment cannot diſcover ? No, he thinks there's 
no reaſon to fear, that whar paſſes the Teft among the //iſe 


and Z-arned, can be groundedly call'd ia queſtion by the 
Mult itude, 


bh —_—_ m—_— — 
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35. Of the Uncharitableneſs of the Papilts. 


Is Church teach's him to Is Church teaches him 

4 6e very uncharitable ; ' No wacharitablentſs at 

it being her conſtant Dottrin, all,and the DoQrine ſhe de. 
that none out of her Communion livers concerning the deſpe- 
can b: Saved. So that let a man rate eſtate of Hereticxs and 
be never ſo honeſt ia his Deal- Schiſmaticks, is nothing _”_ 
wnar 


, never ſo juſt to his Neigh- 
G; _ ſo laters tothe 
Poor, and cnſtant in h's D-v0- 
tion to his Maker ; yet all this 
ſball avail him n'thing, if he be 
not 8 Memb:r of his Church. 
"Tis not enouzh for him to be- 
l;.wve in Feſus Ghrift, to confeſs 
him his Redeemer, to believe 
that he died for our Sins, that 
he roſe again, and aſc:ndea into 
Heavens ; unleſ; he believes and 
aſſents to every Article and 
Text declar dby any of his Ge- 
neral Councils 3 for #hat 06- 
ſtinately to deny any one of theſe, 
dots as certainly place him at the 


Leſt hand of the Judge, as if 


he perwverſly ſtood ont againſt the 
truth of Chriſtanity, and denied 
Jeſus Chriſt zo be God. And 
by this m ans, 4s many as by 
his Church are mark'a out for 
Schiſmaticks or Hereticks,are 
to expett nothing but Damnati- 
0n: or rither are condemned 


alrcady. 
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what ſhe has learnt from the 
mouth of Chriſt and his A- 
poltles. Among the laft Ad- 
vices, recommended by our 
Saviour at his Aſcenſion, is 
tound the Sentence of doom 
pronounc'd againſt all ſuch 
as would not receive the Da- 


Qtrin preach'd by the poles. 


Preach the Goſpel( ſays Chriſt 
Mark 16.16.) to every Crea- 
ture ; hethat believeth, and is 
baptized, ſhall be ſaved: but he 
that believeth not, ſhall be dam- 
med. And this is all his Church 
delivers in this point, repea- 
ting the ſame. Sentence of 
condemnation againſt all ſuch 
as will not receive and be- 
lieve the DoQtrin left by 
Chriſt, and preach'd by his 
Apoſtles. And if among 
thoſe that believe not, ſhe 
comprehends nor only /zfid-ls 
and Hea h. ns,but alſo all He- 
rcticks ard Schiſmaticks ; tis 
nothing but what ſhe has re- 
ce.v'd trom the Apoſtles,who 


did not only ſhake the duſt off their feet, in witn:(s againſt 
thoſe who deni*d them entrance, and refus'd to belieye in 
Jeſus; but alſo denounc'd ſuch of the Brethren to ſtand guil- 
ry of damnation, who notwithſtanding their belief in Jeſus, 
that he died for the Redemption of Man, and that Riſing a- 
gain he Aſcended into Heaven ; did make Djviſiox« amongſt 
the Faithful, or Preach'd any new Dottrine contrary to 
what they had delivered. St. Pas is very expreſs in this, 


who 
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who foretelling 7imothy (1 Tim. 4. 1, 2, 3.) of ſome, who. 
in latter times, would come and Preach a DoQtrine, For- 
bidding to. Marry, and commanding to abſtain from Meats, which 
God hath created to be received : brands them with the infa- 
mous title of men that depart from the Faith, giving heed to 
ſeducing ſpirits, and doitrins of Devils. In theſe. words plain- 
ly letting hima underſtand, that tho? theſe Men would not 
deny Chriſt, yet that their falſe .Do@rine in thoſe two. 0- 
ther Points,were enough to make them Seducers,Deſerters of 
Chriſt, and Zeaders to the Devil, And does not he as. ex- 
preſly, in his 24. Epiſtle to Timothy (c. 2. wv. 10,17, 18.) con- 
demn Hymeness and Philetas, for prophane and,vain bablers, 
increaſers of ungodlineſs, and overthrowers of the Faith,who cons 
cerning the truth erred only in one Pottt, ſaying, that the Re- 
ſurrettion it paſt already ? By which *tis manifeſt tohimythat 
the DoQrin now taught him by his Church, is nothing bur 
what ſhe has learnt from S.Paul,and the reſt of theApoltles; 
ir being deliver'd by them, that he is a lar who deni:th that 
Feſus is the Chrift (1 Fob. 2. 22.) And-that every ſpirit that 
confeſſes not, that Feſus Chriſt, come in the fleſh, is not of God, 
(3b. c. 4. v. 3.) And not only this, but likewiſe, {man that 
i an Heretick, after th: firſt and ſecond admonition,rejett; know: 
ing that he is ſuch, is ſubverted and ſinn:th, being condemn'd of 
himſclf, (Tit. 3. 10, 11,) With this weighty advice to the 
Brethren, in which they are commanded #» the Name of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, to ſpeak all the ſame thing, that there b: 10 
diviſions among them, but that they be perfely joined together in 
the ſame mind and in the ſame judgment, (1 Cor. 1. 106.) For 
that having ſffrife a:d diviſions amone them, they will (þ- 
themſelves to be carnal, and to walk as min, (ib. c. 3. v. 3.) 
That therefore, there being but one body, and on* ſpirit, oxe 
Lora, one Faith, and on: Baptiſm, they ſhould enteavour to keep 
the unity of the Spirit, in the bond of peace, and not be toſſed 
too and fro like children , and carried about with eviry 
wind of doFrin, by the flight of men, and cunning crafti- 
neſs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive, ( Fpheſ. c. 4. 

| M 
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v. 2,'4, 5, 14.) Who transforming themſelves into the 
Apoſtles 'of Chriſt', are falfe Apoſtles , _ workers , 
(2' Cor. 11. 13-) But certainly wy but or that trou- 
bling 64S wy 4 ny would pervert the Goſpel of 'Chrift, 
and preach another Goſpel, than that which had been 
preach d by the ' Apoſtles, (Gal. i. 7, 8.) And this is the 
Sum-of ' the *DoUrine of his Church , which believing 
that' Faith is necefſary to Salvation, it being i; offible, 
»ithoue Ftieh to my God, (Heb, 11. 6.) teaches like- 
wiſe, 'that the Farhfal ought to hold faſt the profeſſion 
of their Faith without wevering, for that not only they 
bofe it, who deny Zeſus Chriſt to* be God, as ſome 
tave "done : bur alſo all thoſe, who endeavor to pervert 
the Goſpel 'of Chrif, and in any -point of Faith obſtinate- 
ty deny, or teach 6therwiſe than was taught by Chr:i# 
and -his Apoſtles, as Hymenus and Phil:tss did: fo that, 
that - Chriſtian makes but a-very imperfeQt and lame 
profeſſion of his Faith, who can only ſay, 7 believe that 
$%us Chrilt is come ti the fleſh; and that he is God and May, 
th: Redeemer of the world: unleſs he can with Truth 
add "this likewiſe, 7 alſo believe the whole Goſpel that he 
preach'd, and every print of Faith, that he has taught and 
deliverd to us by his Apoſiles :- there being *the ſame Ob, 
ligation to obey his Precepts, and kearken to his Words, 
as to acknowledge the Divinity of his Perſcn; and it 
being a fin of the ſame blackneſs, obftinately "ro oppoſe 
any point of his Dot#rime, as to deny the truth of his Perſon. 
*'T1s not therefore any #»charitablen: ſs in his Church, tode- 
clare plainly this miſerable unhappy ſtate of all ſuch, who 
wilfuly oppoſe and ſeparate from the DotFrine of Chriſt, deli- 
vered by theApottles,and continued in the CatholickChurch; 
and of ſuch who d:;/obey and ſeparate from the Government of 
the ſame Church, which Chriſt has Command«d all to hear 
and obey ; But'ris her Zeal ſo. to do, and the ſame folici- 
tude for the ſalvation of Souls, which mov'd the Apoſtles 
heretofore,to Preach the like DoQtrine to their Flock ; as allo , 


the 
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the Primitive Chriſtians ro expel their Communion, and 
Anathemarizeall ſuch,'who by broxthing erroneous Tenets, 
contrary to any point of Receiv'd'DoQrin, or by diſobedi- 
ence, did wilfully dvide themflelvyes from the Belief or Di/- 
cipline of the Catholick Church:yuch as were Marcion, Baſilidey 
and Bardeſanes, who were Condemn'd in'the Eirft Ape, for 
oppoſing that Article of our Faith, in which we beleive the 
Reſarrettion of the Dera;tuch the Archonticks,Condemn'dlike- 
wiſe for denying the neceſſity of Baptiſm : Such Tatianus, &c. 
for Preaching Marriaze to be unlayfnl, Such the Millenarians, 
for maintaining a thouſand Years Reign of Chriſt upon Earth, 
with his Saints in ſenſual pleaſures. And ſ6in all Ages others 
were condemn'd upon'the like account. It having been 'al- 
ways a receiv'dCuſtom,cven in the pureſttime of the Goſpel, 
for the Elders and Prelates,to whoſe charge Chriſt commit- 
red the care of his Flock, to oppoſe all rfiofe. that, by new 
DoErive, or by making Schiſms and Diviſions, 41d difturb'it 
peace : and not to permit any that by ſuch fike means 'gi 
endeavour to deſtroy its Unity, ſo much defir*'d and. recom- 
mended by the Apoſtles, So that they were equally deelar*d 
Enemies of Chriſtianity, who denied Chriſt; . arid they,whs 
confelling Chriſt, did yer contradi@ and reje& any. part 
of his DoQtrin. And this upon the Principle, that Chrif/an 
Faith ought to be entire, For that every Article, Myſtery and 
Point of it being delivered by the ſame hands, and recom- 
mended by the ſame Authority 5 whoſoever did oppoſe any 
one Point of it, was immed:ately judg*d guilty of all,” in 
diſcrediting the Zuthority,on which the whole ftg2d equally 
grounded.” And-this is that great Truth proc'aint'd. above 
thirteen hundred years-ago, and now every where read in 
St. Atbanaſins's Creed, ' Whoſoever will b ſav:d : before all 
things it is neceſſary that he hold th: Catholick Faith. hich 
Fai h, except every one do kiep YY hols and Und:filed; without 
ao'bt, be ſhall periſh everlaitingly. By which words was made 
known to the Chriſtian World,the Senſe and DoQrine of ths 
then Mire and unſpotted Church,as receiv'd from Chriſt and 
M 2 hiss. 
I , 
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his Apoſtles. That it is.in vain for any one to hope for Sal- 
vation, unleſs he firſt believe the Catholick Faith ;, and that 
whoſoever does not believe it / hole and Und: filed,{hall cer- 
tainly periſh everlaſtingly,Which is a DoQtrine like that de- 
liver'd by the Apoſtle, concerning the obſervance of the 
Laws of God ; that as whoſoever fails in oe, is made guilty 
of all ; fo alſo, whoſoever disbelieves one Article of the Ca- 
tholick Faith,does ina manner disbelieve all. There being 
no more hopes of Salvation for one that denies obftinately 
any exe Point of the Catholick Faith, tho? he believes all the 
reſt - thanthere is for one, who keeps Nine of the Com- 
mandments, with the Breach of the 7exth. An obſtinate 
oppoſition againſt oxe Point of Faith, and a ſin againſt oxe 
Commandment, being as certainly damnable, as if *twere a- 
gainſt '«//, There being the ſame reaſon, and an equal ne- 
ceflity that the Obſervance of God's Law, and the Aﬀent to 
the Catholick Faith be a/ike Entire and Fholke., And now 
being convinc'd, that none can believe to Salvation, but he 
that embraces the Catholick Faith thus wholly and extirely,by 
an equal ſubmiſſion.to all the Myſteries contain'd in it, with- 
out. oppoſition to any. And being likewiſe convinc'd, that 
no-one can arriveto the true knowledge of this Faith, with 
an aſſurance of its Zztegrity, but by receiving it as propos'd 
and believ'd by the Chureh of Chriſt; Which Church was 
founded by the Son of God, watered with his Blood, and 
by an infallible aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, (by whick ir 
was to be taught all Truth to the end of the World) was ſe- 
cur*d from the danger of being deceiv'd,or deceiving others 
to the conſummation of things : he does not doubt, but as 
1a the Apoſtles time, ſoalfo ever fince, and at preſent, Go 
- aideth to this Church daily ſuch as ſhall be ſaved, ( Aits 2.47.) 
there being noextire faith necefſary to ſalvation to be found 
out of this Church; and no poſſibility,as St.Cypriaz lays, that 
God {hall be a Father to any, who owns not this Church for 
his Mother, But now nhere and which this Church is, and 
what Society of Men are Members of it, among {ſveh va- 
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riety of Pretenders ; tho' it may ſeem a great difficulty to 
ſome to diſtinguiſh3 yet to him it is none at all: for ſince 
there is noother Church, beſides the Rownn Carholick,which 
has had a continued and viſible Succeſſion of Biſhops and 
Paſtors in all Ages fince the Apoſtles; no other that has con- 
verted Infidel Nations to Chriſtianity :, no other that has al- 
ways preſerv'd Peace and Unity amongſt its Members,all of 
chem ſpeaking the ſame thing, and being 'perfe&ly joyn'd 
together in the ſame mind,and the ſame judgment; no other 
that by aſſembling the Elders and Prelates,has oppos'd in all 
ages Hereſies and Schiſms, and condemrrd all thole,who not 
ſparing the Flock, have ſpoken perverſe things, endeayour- 
ing todraw away Diſciples after them:no-other,that has, in 
obedience to the command of Chriſt, ſent Apoſtles amongſt 
Infidels and Unbelievers, for the preaching to them the Go- 
fpel and inſtruQting them in Chriſtianity, and by this way, 
without Arms or Blood, have ſpread their Faith throughout 
the World ; Noother, that by evident and undeniable Mi- 
racles,bave prov*d the truth of her Do&rine : No other, but 
what has begun by ſeparation, whole firſt Preachers have 
one out from this 3 the time of their firſt Preaching, and 
ewing themſelves to the World, being upon Record, and 
their new DoQtrine cenſur'd and condemn'd by that Church, 
from whence they /: parated.Since,l ſay,there's no otherSoci- 
ety or Chriſtian Congregation in the World, to which theſe. 
certain Marks of the Church of Chriſt, does agree z *tis evi- 
dent to him, that this is the only true Church; that whoſo- 
ever denies any Article of her Faith, denies ſo*much of 
Chriſt's DoQArin 3 that whoſoever hears her, hears Chriſt;. - 
and whoſoever obſtinately and wilfully .is ſeparated from 
her, isin the ſame diſtance ſeparated from Chrift himſelf : 
and finally, that God adarth to this Church daily, ſuch 4s ſhall 

be ſaved, ( As 2.47.) 
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TS Church, upon the 
| preſumption. of being 

Apoſtolical aud Comm Yronated 

by Chriſt, has brought'in ſuch 

an infinite number - of uy- 

Bee ſſary _ ſuperſtitions Cere- 

monies; that the whvle- exer- 

ciſe of her "Religion, bn{iſts-in 
notbing bilt 's 1vain"Potap \nnd 
empty Shew. Aud: whereas 

Chriſtians are comminded by 

the Apoſtle. to ſerve the'\prd 


in Spirit and \ Truth: She. 


has made void this» Ppecept 
and nepletting* bith Spirit and 
' Truth, has reſtor'd tht heavy 
yoke of Jewi{It: Rites, with- 
out the leaft': authority of the 
Word of God : rather in. ex» 
preſs opp*ſitioxs to it, has made 
theſe h r Human: Inventions 
take place of th: Divine Law. 
And then b. ſiars her C:remo- 
nies, what an endleſs account 
# th-reof other her Oratnanc s, 
Taſlit «tions, Precepts, to which 
ſhe obliges all in h.r Communi- 
on. How many are her Faſt- 
days, Rogation and Ember- 
days? How many h:r Feſti- 
val and Holy-days ? How 
many h:r Jnjunftions on 
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| & Church has ap- 

pointed a great num- 
ber and- variety of Cere- 
ies to be us'd in the 
brating Divixe Service, 
in the Offices ' and the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Sacra« 
ments;She has Iikewiſemany 


Obſervances,'Orainances, Coy: 


#1tutions, appertaining to 
Diſcipline and the Governs- 


. ment: of thei Flock. - And all 


theſe as receiv'd, approv'd or 


/ inſtituted'byher,. every one 


” 


10 her Communion does em. 


 brace;admit & willingly ſub- 


mit-to, without oppoſition, 
exception or calling any 'into 
queſtion.- Becauſe, although 
rhe Particulars thus appoin- 
ted or commanded be not to 
be found in Scripture: Yer 
there being in the: Scripture, 
an expreſs and abſolute com- 
mand given to the whole 
Flock of Chriſt, of following 
and being obedient to thoſe, 
that have thus order'd theſe 
things;in vertueof that com- 
mand they voluntarily, and 
without coaltraint,accept all 
that 1s of their appointment: 

With- 


- 
* 
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ſeweral degrees of P ople * 


That Prieſts ſhall not Marry: 
that whoſoever is in Ora-rs, 
ſhall bz oblig*d to the reciting 


or fngine ſeed and ſuch Offices. 
That arriage ſha'l mot 


be permitted, but at ſome ſit 
tim*'s. And a multitude of other 


ſach reſpeftive Commanas, 


which have no grounds in 


Scripture, and no other Au- 


thority for th:m, biſides the” 


Deerees of ſome Popes, who 
for ſome private ends, and th? 
making 1 
thought fit to lay theſe burdens 
upon the''P: ople. ary 
firſt inſtituted by Pope Telet- 
porus, as the ' Faſt of Lent + 
Some by Calixtus, as the Em- 
ber-days: Some by Pope N:cho- 
las, 'as the Prohibition' of 
Marriage: And ſo all the reſt. 


be obſerv'd under pain 0! e- 
ternal Damnation, as if Go4 
and the Pope Commanaing were 
| but all one, and had Heaven 
and Hl equally at their 


diſp 'ſare. 


themſelves "Great, 


* forry' the” 
, "rents, upon the Command, 
And Jet, for ſocth;all theſ- maſt 


Wirhane excepting apainſt 
Ay ching, unleſs it be mani- 
feffly fintul. And this rhey 
look on, as a Chriſtian Duty 
belonging toall ſuch,that are, 
by God's pleaſurezin fubje&i- 
on ' to higher ' Powers, or 
unter charge. © And there- 


fore, as a:'Servant having re- 


ceiv'd a Command from his 
Maſter,'is obtig'd to comply 
with 1t; in Caſe it be not fin- 


'fa!, althbugh he cannot find 


the thing then particularly 
commanded,in Scripture; the 
eneral Precept of Servants 


_Þ in} Obedient to Maſters, be. 
10g fyfcretr to let him know 
iy obligation; and to remove 
 attfcruple;*Andas Children. 


are\in Duty , oblig'd to per- 
Will of their Pa--. 


Ob-y' thy Father and thy Mo- 
ther, whether the thing par- 
ticularly willed, be in Scrips: 
ture, ,or a9. So they judge it 
theDuty of all Chriſtian Peo- 
ple to ſubtnir without conten- 
tion to the Ordinances and 
Conſtitutions of their Paſtors 


and Prelates, although the things particularly order?d by 
them, be not expreſs'd in Scripture; it being a ſufficient 
ground for this their Submiſſion and Obedience, that God 
has given them a General Command; Ob.y. them that hav? 
the rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves : for they watch 


for 
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for your ſouls, 4s they that muff give acconnt, (Heb. 13. 17.) 
Remember | them which have the rule over you, who have ſpoken 
fo you the Word of God, whoſe faith fellow, (Heb. 13.7.) So 
that ro them it leems a very fallacious rule, leading to all 
confuſion and unchriftian 'Contentions, viz That the 
higher Power, our Superiors, Paſtors and Prelates, are not 
to*be obey'd, but only in ſuch things as are exprets'd in 
Scripture z and as for any other particulars, whoſoever 
upon examination, cannot find what 1s Commanded by 
them in Holy Frite, may Tawfully refuſe ſubmiſſion 
nay, he is oblig'd to reſiſt. For however this ſeems to 
- bear much of the Word of God in the face of it, yet cer- 
tainly *tis wholly deftruttive to it ; and under pretence of 
adhering cloſe to the Scripture, undermines the very 
Author of it. This the Primitive Chriſtians underſtood 
ſo well, that they. deteſted all ſuch Maxims, and following 
the advice of the Apoſtle; choſe rather to truſt. their Souls 
in the hands of thoſe, whom God had plac'd over them,by un 
humble Submiſſion to their Goyernment,and a peaceable O- 
bedience to their Decrees;than by a preſumptuous queſtioning 
of every thing,and raiſing vain Ditputes, to take the Rule of 
the Flock out of the hands of thoſe, to whom God had provi. 
dentially deliver'd it,and place themſelves Judges over the 
Church,their Elders, Prelates and Paſtors, whom God had 
Commanded them to kear,and be in SubjeCtion to. So that we 
never read,that they ever pretended to weigh rhe Ordinances 
of cheir Superiors by their own Reaſoning, or to bring them 
to the Teſt of the Word of God, before the acc:ptance; bur 
always judg'd it conform to the Word of God, that their Go- 
vernours ſhould Rule,and they Obey. Thus when the Apoſtles 
obſery'd the Sunday inſtead of the Sabbath, and met together 
at Pentecoit we don't read that the Faithful then began 
to turn over their Bibles,to find a Command for thele Par- 
ticulars, but with a prompt Obedience readily follow'd 
them in the Oblervance. So when Abftinence from Blood 
and Strangled Meats, was order'd by the Elders Aﬀembled 
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at Jeruſalem 5 (AFs 15.) the multitude off Believers having 
heard the Decree, never murmur at 1t, nor calld it into 
queſtion, howſoever ſeemingly contrary to the Intention of 
Chriſt, who in abrogating the Law of Myſes, was thought 
to have cut off all theſe Obligations; but they all rejoyced for 
the Conſolation, (ib. v, 31.) So when St. Paul gave orders to 
the Corinthians, (1 Cor. 11.) in what manner and pofture 
they were to behave themſelves at Prayers in their Afſem- 
blies,, both Men and Women; we dont hear, that he was 
challenge(l by any, to ſhew by what Authority of Scripture 
he thus-reprov'd and preſcrib'd in” theſe Particulars, or. by 
what they were oblig'd to receive hisPreſcriptions 4. bat with 
a prompt ſubmi{hon accepted his Orders, not doubting, bur 
fince it was God's Will to place Ralers and Governours over 
them, it muſt be God's Will that they ſhould be obedient to! 
them, in following their Decrees, : and obſerving their Con- 
ſtirutions. + And with this Dodrine: of Obedience, Humi- 
lity, and Submitlion, all the-Primitive Chriſtians were train'd 
up by the Apoſtles, who zealoully laboured by this means, 
to preſerve them.in Peace and Unity 3 ' that ſo they might 
think all the ſame'thing, -and be of one Mind, and one Judg.-' 
ment, and without Diviſions, mſomach that there is not any 
one thing ſo often repeated 1n. their Writings, as Exhor- 
tations to this Obedience and Submiiton : See, how, goin 

thro:igh the Cities, they deliverd to them (the Faithful ) the 
decrees for to keep, that were ordain'd by the Apoſtles and Elders 
which were at Jeruſalem ,. (A&s 16. 4.) See how St. Paz! 
commands the Theſſaloniaxs, to hold faſt the tralitions, they 
have been taught by word, or by Epiſtle, (2 Theil. 2. 15.) Sec 
how he commands the Hebrews 5; Obey them, that have th: 
rule over you. Remember them, which have the rule over you, 
(Heb. 13. 7, 17.) Se with what carneſtne(s St. John urges 
this 5 He that knoweth God, heareth us : he that is not of God, 
heareth us not, (1 Joh. 4. 6.) Hereby know we the Spirit of Truth, 
and the Spirit of Errour. And thcn again, Docs not St. Paul 
commend the Corinthians for their Obedience ? Now I praiſe 
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Jou, Brethren, that you' remember me in all things, and keep the 
Ordinances, as I delivered them to you, (1 Cor. 11. 2.) And 
then, having given them:Direttions as to. their Behaviour in 
their Aſſemblies, headds ; But if any Man ſeem to be contex- 
tiows, we have no ſich cuſtom, neither the Churches of God, 
(1 Cor. 11. 16,)) And now, it being thus evident, that the 
Church of Chriſt ih the Apoſtles time was founded, and pre- 
ſerv'd by a Submiſſion and Obedience of the Flock to their 
Paſtors; the Papiſts teach and believe, That what was 
tanght and commanded by the Apoſtles to the Faithful then 
living, ought to be receiv*d, as a Doctrine neceliary for all 
ſucceding Ages, and that Submiſhon and Obedience ought 
to have been as much the Duty of Believers, ever fince, as it 
was then 5 the Commands and PraQtice of that time. bein 
undoubtedly the beſt, and only Pattern for the Faithful for 
alt times, even to the End of the World. And they do 
not only teach this Dottrineof Submiſſion in their Books and 
Sermons, but alſo obſerve it in their Lives, having in all 
Ages depended on their Elders and Prelates in all Matters 
touching the Diſcipline and Government of the Church z 
leaving Rule to thoſe, whoſe Charge and Office it is to- Ryle 3 
and never believing, that: they who are under Charge, and 
commanded exprefly by St. Paul to Remember and Obey thoſe 
who have the Ryle over them, can upon any Pretence what- 
ſaever ; nay, tho? an Angel from Heaven {hould come and 
Preach otherwiſe, be diſcharg'd from this Chriftian Obligati- 
on, and be exempted from Remembring and Obeying, whom 
thus by God, ſpeaking by his Apoſtle, they are commanded 
to Remember and Obey, -And upon this ground it 1s, that in 
things concerning the Order to be obſerv d in the Dizine Ser- 
vice, in all Ceremonies, Holy Rites, Eccleſtaitical Conſtitutions, 
and Ordinances, they have neither Nz/nor //: of thu own s, 
but always receive and think that the Bei, which is orderd 
and appointed by thofe, to whom, by Divine Law, they owe 
this Submiſſion and Obedience, and to whom the Ordering and: 
Appointing theſe things appertains. And therefore if theſe 
appoint 
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appoint a Day of Humiliation, for imploring God's Mercy, or 
averting his Judgments, they never ſ{cruple to obſerve it; if 
a Day of Thanksgiving in memory of ſomeſignal Benefit, they 
likewiſe Obey. If theſe judge it fit, that on every Fryday 
ſhould be commemorated the Death and Paſſion of our Re- 
deemer in Faſting ; and command Lezt to be obſerved, in re- 
menibrance and imitation of our Lord's forty days Faſt in the 
Defart, they think it' their Obligation'to doſo. Tf theſe order 
ſach and ſuch Days to be ſet apart, and kept Holy in Remem- 
brance and Thanſpiving for the Incarnation, Nativity, Cir- 
enmciſion, ReſurreTion, and Aſcenſion of Chriſt, and for other 
ſuch like intentions, they eſteem it finful to oppoſe it. If 
theſe judge 1t decent that the Faithful 'ſhould bow at the 
Name of Jeſs, ſtand at the reading of the Goſpel;proſtrate or 
incline themſelves at the Corfeſſzor : If they appoint Tapersand 
Lamps to be usd in Churches, to repreſent our Saviour; who 
came to enlightenthe Worldzand Þrerſe to be be usd,to mind 
the People, that their Hearts and Prayers ſhenld, like the 
Smoke, aſcend directly toward Heaven:: If in the Admini- 
ftration of the Sacraments, in Exorciſms, inthe Offices, and the 
Celebration of the Maſs, theſe determine feveral Rites and 
Ceremonies to be obſerv'd, for more Decency, greater Solemnity, 
and thar by ſuchexteriour Helps, the Minds. of the Faithful 
may be moved to the'Contemplation of the Sacred Myiteries, 
and raisd more ſenſibly to the apprehenfion of the Majeſty of 
God, in whoſe Honour all is pertormi'd; they look uponthem- 
ſelves bound to allow and embrace all theſe things without 
reluctance or oppoſition; always thinking that to be moſt 
proper, which is inſtiruted by ſuch, who have the Ryle over 
them. Andif any endeavour to raiſe Diſputes, and be con- 
tentious concerning the Nereſ/zty of theſe Inſtitutions, they have 
0 ſuch Cuit om, neither the Churches of God. One thing the 

know to be neceflary, that is, that they ſhould be Obedient ; 
and that inthe Serviceof God, they muſt not honour him, as 
the Jews did, (ja. 58. 13.) by doing their own ways, finding 
their own Pleaſure , and ſpeaking their own words: but as Chrt- 
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ſtans are commanded, in a true: Self-denial, a ſincere Fiymri- 
lity and Obedience, - ſubmitting, to thoſe ' whom God has left- 
to Rule and Govern the Kloek.' Neither is there any danger 
of falling back intoythe Jeweb Law, by approving the allow'd 
Ceremomis of the Church z it being certain, that in the 
Abrogation of the Old 'Law, all Ceremonies were not at the 
ſame time extinct : But'only ſuch as were meer Types and F;- 
gures of things to come in the New Law, which are now 
tulfill'd : Whilſt others, fit for the raiſing Devotion, and ex- 
preſling the Aﬀections of the Soul, and other ſuch Ends, are 
ſtill commendably retaind as lawful, and equally neceſlar 

now, as heretofore: ſuch are, Kneeling, Faiting, lifting Hands 
and Eyes to Heaven, Sighing, Knockine the Breait, Days of 
Humiliation, Thanksgiving, Watching, Hair-cloth, Singing, In- 
poſitions of Hands, BenediFions, uſing Oyl , Spittle , Breath- 
ing, &c. all which are, as lawful, convenient, and neceſſary 
for Chriſtians, as they were for the Jews z and no more to be 
neglected, becauſe they were usd 1n the O/4 Law, than Pray- 
ing, Meering together, Reading the Law, Singing Pfalms, Hu- 
mility and Obedience, &*c. are to belaid by, and diſownd by 
Chriſtians, becauſe they were obſerved by the Jews. Eſpe- 
cially {ince theſe with many others, have been recommended 
to us by the Practice of Chriſt and his Apoſtles and of all Pri- 
mitive Chriſtanity. Neither has the uſe of Holy Ceremonies 
been wholly diſapproved by thoſe of the Reformation. The 
Engliſh Profe/ſzor of Faith, publiſh'd in the Year 1573. allows 
them in the Thirty fourth Articl?z. The Bohemrick Confeſſzor 
in the Fifteenth Article, Amo 1537. The: Auguſtan, tit. de 
Maiff. An. 1530. as it was penn'd by MelanFhon. So-that fince 
Ceremonies. are generally look d on as commendable and law- 
ful amongſt Chriſtians 3 the Papiſts judge 1t proper to thoſe, 
who have the Ryle, to order and diſpoſe of them, and de- 
clare to the Flock, how,when,and where they are to be obſerv'd. 
And if they who govern, judge fit to oblige the Faithful to the 
Obſervance of any in particular, they teach, that it 1s the Duty 
of the Flock to. Obey. Things indifferent, after ſich Com- 
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mands, being no longer of choice, but zeceſſary 3 and no leſs 
obliging, than the Commands ot a' Father to his Child 3 where, 
in caſe the thing be not apparently //»fzl, 'tis no perſuaſion of 
the thing being ſuperfluows, can excule a1 obſiinate denial from 
Diſobedience. It being -more ſafe and Chriitian-like, for all 
that are under any Government, whether-Natural, Eccleſia- 
ftical, or Civil, to perform and comply with ſach things, as 
they judge in their own private Sentiments, QOnneceſſary, meer- 
ly upon the account of being Commanded ; than upon ſuch 
Conliderations,- to diſturb the Order of Government, and fly 
in the Face of lawful Authority : Than which nothing is 
more oppoſite to' the Principles of Chriſtianity, and deſtru- 
Aive of all Humane Society. And upon theſe ground: it 1s, 
that the Papiits, OO. themſelves upon the ſure Founda- 
tion of H:mrility and Obedience, have in all Ages acknowledg'd 
Overſeers and Rulers over them, to watch and feed the Flock, to 
whom God hath given Power ; there being no Power but of God, 
and that whoſvever refifteth the Power, refiſteth the Ordinance of 
God; and they that reſiit, ſhall receive to themſelves damnation, 


Rom. 13. 1, 2. 
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37. Of Imovations in Matters of Faith. 


| IS Church has made ſe- 

veral Innovations: 72 
Matters of Faith , and how- 
foever ſhe lays claim to Anti- 
quity, with a Pretence of ha- 


ving. preſeru'd the DoTrine of 


the Apoitles inviolable and en- 
tire 5 yet "tis evident to any 
ſerious Obſerver, that the gfeat- 
eff part of her Belief is meer 
Novelties ;. ot bearing date 


from Chriit or his Apoſtles, but 


= IS Chnrch has never 
"made any Jnovation 
in Matters of Faith; what 
ſhe believes and teaches now... 
being the fame that the Ca- 
tholick Church believ'd and 
taught, in the firſt three or 
four Centuries after the Apo- 
ſtles. And though in moſt of 


her General Councils there has 
been ſeveral Decifions touch- 
ing Points of Faith 3 yet can. 
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only from ſome of her own 
more ps Sada There 
ſearce having paſs d any Age 
yet, wherein there has not, in 
theſe Eccleſiaſtical Mints, beer: 
coind New Articles , which 


with the counterfeit ſtamp of 
c 


Chriit and his Apoitles,are ma 

to paſs for Good , and Cur- 
rant, amongit her credulows 
and undiſcerning Retainers : 
And , beſides theſe, what a 
great number of Errours have 
been introduc'd at other times ? 
How many did Pope Gregory 
bring in, and how many the 


Ignorance of the Tenth Age? 


So that if we compare the 
Church » 


f Rome row, with 
the Primitive Times of the 
firit three or four hundred 
Nears, there are no two things 
ſo unlike 5 ſhe is a Garden 
new, but quite OVer grown with 
We<ds; ſhe is a Field, but 
where the Tares have perfeFly 
choa/; 4 up the Wheat, and has 
little in ker of Apoſtolical, be- 
fides the Naine. 


no one, without any injury to 
Truth, ſay, that in any of 
theſe has been coin'd rew Ar- 
ticles , or Chriſtians forced 
to the acceptance of Novel- 
ties, contrary to Scriptare or 
ancient Tradition. Theſe have 
only trodden in the Apoitles 
{tepsz as often as they have 
been in the like circumſtances 
with them 3 doing* exactly 
according to the Form and 
Example left to the Church, 
by thoſe perfe&t Maſters of 
Chriſtianity. And therefore 
as the Apoitles in ther Aer 
bly, C A#s 15. ) determin'd 
the Controverſie concerning 
the Crrcumciſronz and pro- 
posd to the Faithful, what 
was the Doctrine of - Chriſt 
m that Point, of zcceſſity to 
be believd 3 of which, till 
that Deciſion, there had been 
raisd ſeveral Queſtions and 
Doubts; but now no longer 
to be queſtiond, without 
the ſhipwrack of Faith. So 
in all ſucceeding Ages , the 
Elders of the Cirurch, to 


whom the ApoF7les left their Commiſſion of watching over 
the Flock, in their Councils have never (cruvled to deter- 
mine ll ſuch Points, which hai been conroverted amongſt 
the' Erethren, and to propoſe to them. what of mece;ſt- 
ty they were to believe for the future 5 with Arathema 
pronounc'd againſt all fuch, as ſhould preſume to preach the 


contrary. 
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contrary. Thus in the Year. 325. the firſt Nicene: Conncil 
declar'd the Son of God to be Conſabſtantial to his ' Fathey 3 
againſt the Arians; with an obligation on all to: affent' to 
this Dofrine, though never till then, propogd or declar'd 
in that form Thus-in the Year 3S1. the Holy Ghojt was 
declard to be Gerd; againſt Macedonizs and his Follow- 
ers, in the firſt Conftantipolitan Conncil. - And in the firſt 
Epheſin , Anno 431. Nejtorivs was condemn'd, who main- 
tain! two Perſons in Chriſt, and that the blefed Virgin 
was not Mother of God ;, with a Declaration, that both theſe 
Tenets were contrary to the Catholick Faith. In the ſecond 
Nicene Co mil, Anno 787. Image-breakers were anathema- 
tizd. And ſo others at other times; and at laſt, in the 
Coanncil of Trent, was declard the Real Preſence, Tranſub- 
Stantiation, Purgatory, the lawfulneſs of the Invocation of Saints, 
of keeping Holy Images, &c. againſt Luther, Calvin, Beza, &c. 
And now, tho' in all theſe and the other Gereral Conncils, 
the Pcrſons condemned took occaſion, from theſe New De- 
clarations, to cry out; Novelties, Novelties, to fright the Peg- 
ple with the noiſe of ew corr?d Articles, and that the Inventi- 
ons of Mcn were impos'd on ther, for Faith. Yet *tis evident 
that th:ſ2 New Declarations contain'd nothing but the Ancient 
Faith ; and that there had never been any ſuch Declarations 
made, had not the DeGtrine propo.'d in them, been opposd 
and contiacitted by ſome feducing Spirits, who going our 
from the Flock, endeavoured, by making Diviſions, to draw 
numbers attcr thera. So that the zew Propoſal of a Tenet, is 
but a falacioss proot of the Doftrine being lately invented ; 
but a good Argiment of it's being lately oppos'd. Tis certain 
from Scripture, (.4Fs 15.) that the Apoitles had never declar'd 
the no-2 cejity of Circumcijton , had not certain men come 
down from Jude and taught the Brethren the contrary. And 
that the conſubſtantiality of the Son, had never been defin'd 
by the Nicexe Fathers, had not Arizs, with his Followers, 
opposd this Catholzck DoFrine. And as certain it is, that the 
Conncil of Trent had been altogether filcnt as to Tranſnbſtan- 
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tation, Praying to Saints, Purgatory , cc. bad not Lither, 
. Calvin, and their Diſciples, once profeſſors of this Dofrine, 
gone out from the Flack, and upon the preſumption of a New 
Light, endeayour'd to perſwade the Faithful, that theſe Te- 
. nets, then bcliev*d by the whole Chriſtian Horld, were nolon- 
gerto be own'd 3 but to be quite thro'vn by, as Artichriitian 
and Dizabolical. - Twas. this obligd the Paitors to watch 
and take care of their Flock ;- and therefore not flying away 
as the bierling does, when the Wolf catcheth and ſcattereth the 
Sheep, they aſlembled together into a body, and declar'd to 
all, nnder their charge 3 that they ought not to follow ſtrar- 
gers; that howloever theſe came pretending to the Shephard's 
voice ; yet lince they came rot by the door into the ſheepfold ; 
but climbing up ſome other way, they were no ſhepherds ; but 
thieves and robbers ; fach whoſe bulineſs was not to feed 3 but 
to (teal, kill and deſtroy. *T['was this made them encourage 
all under their care, not to waver 3 but to ſtand faſt and hold 
the profeſſion of their Faith, and notwithſtanding all pre- 
tences, by no means to ſuffer themſelve: ro be deluded, and 
led away with ſtrange DoFrines; and that they might the 
better ſecure them from falling into Errors, they gave them 
a Draught of their Chriſtian DoFrine ;, eſpecially ot all thoſe 
Points, which theſe modern ſelf. commiſſuonated Apoſtles did 
preach againſt, and endeavour to undermine 3 particularly 
declaring to them, the Faith they had been bred up in, which 
they had receiv'd from their Forcfathers, and been deriv d 
even,. from the Apoſtles. Securing them, that whatſoever 
was contrary to this, was Novelty and Erroxr. And now in 
the Paſtors declaring thi: to the Faithful, where was the Inova- 
tion? i he Conncil did nothing but propoſe fally*and explicitly, 
what; before their mceting, was the DoGtrine of all Chriſten- 
dom, and has been ſo amongſt the Primitive Fathers, 'Twas 
- they made [uwrguutior, who preach'd contrary to the Doctrine 
thus bcliev'd and receiv'd 5 which L:ther was not aſham*d 
to own himſclt guilty of 3 plainly acknowledging, that he ſc- 
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But it ſeems that the whole World was then corrupted, and 
the Religion then every where profeſ9d , was over-grown 
with Superſtitions, Errors and Abominations ; ſuch as had 
crept mto the Church , ſome Five hundred years before, fome 
Nine hundred, and ſome a Thouſand ; and 'twas from theſe 
Lather ſeparated , intending to reform Chriſtianity, and bring 
it to the purity of the Primitive times, of the firſt Three hun- 
dred Years. And was it not very ſtrange now, that ſo man 
orofs Fooleries, idle Sypggſtitions , and even downright Idola- 
try, ſhould creep into a Chrrch, and ſpreading it ſelf throngh 
all Nations , infe& the whole World , becoming the publick 
Profeſſion of Chriſtendom: for ſo many Hundred yeats , and 
be confirnd- and eftabliſtyd by the Laws of every Kingdom 3 
and that no body ſhould take notice of any ſuch thing, either 
at its firſt Riſe,orin all its Progreſs of ſo many years : Info- 
much, that had not Liber made the Diſcovery, 'tis hkely we 
ſhould never have come to the knowledg of theſe Thortſand- 
years Errors and Corruptions? No thinking Man, certainly, 
but'judges it'impoſlible, that the very Frndamentals of Chri- 
ftianity ſhould be ſhaken, and the Religioz planted by the 
Apoſtles turn'd into 1dolatry 3- and yet that no Learned Man 
ſhould any where appear to contradi&t theſe Abommations, 
no zealous Paſtors t6- withſtand them , no Pious: Princcs 
to oppoſe tity 2 Hiſtory ſuffictently ſatisfies, any Curious 
Reader, that from: the firſt planting of the Chxrch, there has 
been in noAge, any Man yet that has preach'd any Het#odox 
and Erroneons Terets , and by introdifcing Noveltics, has en- 
deavourd to infect the minds of the Faithful with Herefe and 
Superſtition 5; but immediately have ſtood up 'Vertuons and 
Learned men, in defence of the Trath 5 in their Writingsand 
Sermons publickly confuting and condemning the Errors and 
giving an Alarm to the World, to beware of ſuch Deceivers , 
and their wicked DoFrine ; and withal, ncver omitting to 
Record their Names to Poſterity ; with an account of the Teas 
when they beganto Preach z under what Emperors, and what 
was the occaſion of their Revolt. Was not all this , and even 
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more done againſt Arizs * How many appeared againſt - the 
Manachees 2 How many againſt the Domatiſts, againſt the 
Novatians, againſt the Macedonians, the Neſtorians, the Eu- 
tychians, the Pelagians, the Berengarians, $&c? $0 that never 
any thing has made ſo much noiſe in the World, ſo many com- 
motions, ſo many diſturbances; nothing has been ſo impoili- 
ble to be carried on by Secreſfe and Silence, as the broaching 
any new Hereſie, the making a Schiſpr, the alteration of 'Rel:- 
2i9n, the ſtarting up of ſome new Socigty, and Pretenders to 
Reformation. What Tumults did all the forementioned #po- 
ftles raiſe, In Preaching their mew Goſpel 2 How was the Peace 
of Chriſtendom diſturb'd at the DoGrine of Mahorret, and the 
crying up of the Alcorav? What Stirs and Commotions at the 
Reformation of Church and Faith, pretended by I ther, Zwing- 
lizs and Calvin 2 How then can it be judgd in the 1-aſt pro- 
bable, that great variety of crrozeous Tenets and Antichriſtian 
Do#rine ſhould be introduced by the Papiſts, contrary to the 
Senſe and Belief of all Chriſtianity, either in the tourth, 
ffth, ſixth, or tenth Century 3 and yet that there ſhould not 
be the leaſt Diſturbance occoſion'd by it, no Tumults or Op- 
poſition 3 but all done with ſo much quietneſs, in ſach a pro- 
found Peace and Silence, that had it not been for the News 
brought, ſome Ages after, we had never ſuſpefted the Altera- 
tion? And 1s this poſlible? Is it poſhble, thxt the whole 
Chriſtian World ſhould change their Religion, Both as to the 
internal Belief, and external Profe;ſzon and Exerciſe of itz and 
no Body be ſenſible of the Change, ſo as to withſtand the 
Abomination, or to tranſmit to Poſt.:rity, even fo much as 
the leaſt Word of its Beginning or Propagation ? Let any 
Man upon ſome Conſideration, tell me, waether it be poſhible, 
that this one littie Kingdom of Erzgland ihould fall from this 
pure Apoſtical DoArine it zow protelles, 11to downright Popery, 
Cor any other way alter the whole Scheme of its Religion 
and have the Alteration confirm<d by the ſeveral As of Par- 
liament, and continue in the publick Exercile of it for a thou- 
ſand five hundred, or even one hundred Years, and yet no one 
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either in the Kingdom, or out of it, ſhould be ſenſible of the 
Alteration 5 but all tobe managed with ſuch Policy and Craft, 
that the whole buſineſs ſhould be a Secret for many Ages? 
And if this be ſcarce tobe thought poſſible of this one King- 
dom 5 what can be imagin'd, when *tis aftirmid of many 
Nations of the whole Chriſtian World ? Can any thing look 
more like a Fable or Romance? Or can any Rational Man, 
barely upon ſuch a Report, condemn the Faith and Religion 
of his AnceStours, for Novelty and Human Inventions; and 
quite laying afide this, take him for the Rule of his Refor- 
mation, whothus, without Reaſon, Juſtice , or Truth, has 
thrown ſuch an Infamy upon all-the Chriſtians preceding him 
for a thouſand Years ? | 244 3.4 
But not to inſiſt on theſe reaſonings, for the-wiping off the 
ſcandal of Novelty from the DoCtrine of the Church of Rome 3 
'*twould not be amiſs here, to look beyond the Tenth Certrry, 
as alſo beyond the time of Pope Gregory. And if in thoſe ear- 
her Chriſtians, nothing can be found of that Faith and Pro- 
feſſron, which is chargd as Novelty and Erronr againſt the 
Church of Rome ; all the-Papiſts in the Word ſhall join 
with their Adverſaries 5 and condemning Pope Gregory for a 
Seducer, and all the' Tenth Age for ſo many ITenoramns's , 
ſhall m one Voice with them cry out againſt all ſach Doftri, 
Novelty, Novelty, Errour, Erroxr. But if, on the contrary 
every Point thus challeng'd of Novelty, ſhall appear” to have 
been the Profeſſion of the Faithfirl in the time of 'the Parity of 
the Goſpel, it before Pope Gregory we find, that” Invocation 
of Saints, the Real Preſence , Tranſubſtantiation, Pureatery , 
Prayer for the Dead, the Uſe of Holy Irrages, Relicks , the 
Sign f; the Croſs, Proceſſion, &c. were a receivd DoFrine, 
and common Pradice of Chriſtians m thoſe Primitive times : 
Then ſhall the Papiſts remain as they are, as being of the 
- fame Faith and Religion, with thoſe Antient Believers, with- 
out any Additions and Altarations ; and all their Adwerſaries 
ought. in Juſtice to ret.rm again to their Communion, and 
making up one Quire, cry out with them : Bleſſed are they 
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who believe as our Forefathers believ/d, who reciev'd their Faith 
from the Apoſtles and their Succefſors and Accurſed be they, 
who Separate from this Faith, and upon the Noiſe of Novelty and 
Errour make Diviſions in the Church, and fall from her Commu- 
ion, believing Lies, rather than Truth. 

In oxderto this, I intended in this place to have given the 
Reader a fair ProfpeCt of the DoFrine and Belief of the Fathers, 
of the firſt five Hundred Years after Chriſt ; but finding the 
Matter to encreaſe ſo much beyond Expectation upon my 
hande, T have reſerved them for another occalion. But how- 
ever, upon confidence of what I am able to produce in that 
point, I cannot omit to aſſure the Reader, that the chiet and 
moſt material Points charged upon the Church of Roxe for 
Novelty, the Primitive Sathers do ſo plainly own to have 
been the Faith and Profe(ſ10 of the Church in their days; and - 
to havebecn delivered down,and taught asthe DoFrixe of the 
Apoſiles ; that an Impartial -Conſiderer need not take much 
time to conclude, whether are the greater [-ovatars, thoſe 
that now Believe and Profeſs theſe Tenets and PreGtites 5 or 
they that d1ſown or reje&t them. *Tis-evident, that every 
Point of that Dodqrine, which is now decry'd for Popery, and 
baſely ſtigmatiz?d with the note, of Errozys tatroducd ef 
late, and of a modern Invention, is by many Ages older than 
thoſe, who are reputed to be the Authors ; that every particu- 
Jar Article laid to the Terorance of the Teniv Century, and to 
the.contrivance of Pope Gregory, are as cxprelly -and- clear- 
ly own'd and taught, ſome Ages before, as now at this day. 
That thoſe Great Men were as downright PapiiFs in theſe 
Points, as we are now. And that any Diſturber of Chriſtia- 
nity might haye as well defamed them for Believers of Novel- 
ties and Errours, as we are, now at this preſent. The Faith 
that they profeſsd then, we profcls now, and if any of our 
Dodrine be Novelty, 'tis a Novelty of above twelve Hundred 
years ſtanding. And who can queſtion it not to be of an older 
date? IF it was the publick bclief of the Chriſtian World, 
in the fourth Century, who can be better Witneſles of what 
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was believed before them even in the third - Age, than' they Þ 
They tell us, that the Doctrine they maintain and deliver, is 
the Faith of the Catholick Church, received from their Fore- 
fathers, and as it was taught by the Apoſtles 5 and: we don't 
find that in any of theſe Points, they were challeng'd by any 
Anthority, or oppoſed by the Paſtors of the Church; orany 
Writers, either then living, or ſucceeding them; but receiv'd 
always with great Veneration ; and-upon what grounds can 
any challenge them now ? Is it poſlible that any living now, 
can give a better account. of what was: believd and pra- 
aisd 1n the third Age, than they that unmediately follow'd 
them 2 Which will be more credible Witneſſes of what was 
done in Forty eight; thoſe that ſhall be alive fifty Years hence 3 
or they that are not yet to come theſe. thouſand Years? It 
therefore theſe Holy Men declare to us the DofQtrine they be- 
lieved ; with an Aſſurance. that it was the Faith ' of :the 'Ca- - 
tholick, Church, to believ'd by their Anceſtors, and as they had 
receiv'd it from the Apoſtles and their Succeffors; do not 
they deſerve better credit, than others who, coming . a thou- 
ſand Years after, cry out againſt all theſe ſeveral Points, that 
they are nothing but Novelty and Errour 2 'Tis evident there- 
fore to him, that this noe of Novelty was nothing. bur a . 
ſftratazem tor the introducing of. Novelties; and that. thoſe 
that Lrought an infamy upon theſe Points, by this afperſion 3 
might with as great applauſe, and as ealily, have laid: a ſcan: 
dal upon every other Article of the Chriſtian | Faith, which 
they thought fit roretain, and have had them all exploded 
tor Novelty. And this has been fo far done already, thar . 
ev<n three parts of that Dodrine, pick d out by the f7r/t Re- 
formers for Apoitolical and conform to the Word of God, we _ 
have ſeen in our days clamoured againſt for Novelty ;. and 
thrown by with a general Approbation, and as clear Evidence - 
of the charge, as ever they laid by Tra»ſubſtantiation and the 
Primacy. "The firſt Reformers caſt off the Authoricy of the - 
Firſt Biſhop, as being a Novelty 5 Others ſoon after cry?d down. 
the Authority of a// Biſhops, tor a Novelty, The. Firſ# diſ- 
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orndra great patt:of the Prieſtl FunG#ion, as being lately 

crept 1n; the others diſown'd all the reſt, and even Ordina- 
tion it {elf as having all crept in together. The Firi# threw 
out a-great number”. of Cerexronies, as being npt Apoſtolical, 
'but of 'a:-modern Inſtitation: [the others chrew out even what 
'they had retain'd, for being no-more an Ordination of the 
Apoſtles, than the former. The F7rit laid by five of the Sa- 
:craments ; the others laid by the other Two. And thus Novel- 
_ ty wasthe word, whenſoever any receiv d Dodcrine of Chri- 
ſtianity was to be onted, and way to be made for a Nozelty : 
and he does'not doubt, but, that if thenoiſe of Novelty con- 
tinue long, ſo unhappily ſucceſsful as of late ; and the hberty 
: be pernmtted to. every preſuming Spirit, to fix this Scandal 
upon whatſoever Do&rime or Inſtitution they ſhall think fit 3 
-that all Chriſtianity is in a tair way of being thrown out of 
doors and the Bible, Preaching, Catechiſing, Chriſt”s Incarna- 
tion and Paſſzon, &vc. are as likely to be caſt off for a Novelty, 
as all the reſt have been. Thoſe that will but ſhew to the 
People, that even theſe things have been all receiv'd from 
Rome, and that the Papiſts by their Miſſzonaries ſpread theſe 
Doctrines over the-World ; may ſoon perſwade them, they 
are nothing but Popiſh Inventions, meer Novelties ; that thoſe 
that began the Reformation, did their buſineſs by halves, and 
that the World wilt never be thoronghly reformed, till all theſe 
Romiſh Superſtitions are laid by with the reſt ; they being all 
of the ſame date. He takes nonotice therefore of all theſe 
Clamors rais'd againſt ſeveral Points of the receiv'd DoQrine 
of his Church ; his Faith is founded on better Principles, 
than to be ſhaken with ſach a vulgar Engine. Novelty , No- 
welty, 1s a Cry, that may fright unthiriking Men from their 
Religion 3 but every ſerious Man will require better Mo- 
tives than a Noiſe, before he forlake any Point of his Faith 3 
and 'tis impoſſible he ſhonld joyn with any in condemning 


ſuch things for Novelties, which he finds the Profeſſion of all 
Antiquity. 
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CONCLUSION. 


| /HESE are the Chargders of the Papiſt, as he 156 
Miſrepreſented, and as, Repreſented. And as dit- 
ferent, as the Oze is from the Other, fo different 1s« 
\the Papiſt, as reputed by his Maligners, from the 

\Papift, as to what he is in .himſelf. The Ore is ſo Abſurd: 

and Monſtrous, that *tis ynpoſlible for any. one to be of that« 

Profeſſion, without firſtafſkying by all thoughts of Chriſtia-* 

zity, and his Reaſor. The Other is juſt contradictory to this 3« 

and without .any farther Apology, may be expos'd to the: 

Peruſal of al Prudent and Unpaſltonate ,Confiderers ,- to« 

examine if thcre be any thing in it, that deferves the hatred: 

of any Chriſtian : and 1f ittbe not in every Point wholly*« 
conform to the Doctrine of Chriſt, and not in the leaſt con< 
trary to Reaſon. 'The Former is a Papiſt, as he is generally 
apprehended by thoſe, who have a Proteſtant Education 5 ſuch 
as whenſoever reflected on, 1s concciv'd to be a perverſe, ma- 
licious ſort of Creature, Swperſtztions, Idolatrous, Atheiſtical, 

Cruel, Bloody-minded , Barbarous , Treacherous, and ſo Pro- 

phane, and every way Onhumane, that 'tis m ſome manner 

doubted whether he be a Mar, or no. The other, is a Papiſt, 
whoſe Faith 13 according to the Propoſal of the Catholick 

Church; which, by Chriſt's Command, he is oblig'd to believe 

and hear , and whoſe whole deſign in this World, is for 

the obtaining Salvation in the next. And 1s it not ſtrange, 
that theſe two Charadters ſo diretly oppolite, ſo wholly 
unlike one the other, that Heaven and Hell is not more 
ſhould agree ro the ſame p-rſons *Tis certainly a ſtrange 
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piece of Injuſtice , and yet not at all ſtrange to thoſe, who 
know , that they that follow Chriſt, ſhall be hated by the 
World, that thoſe who ſtudy the'Wiſdom of Heaven , ſhall 
have the reputeof Fools; and, that as 'many as attend the 
Lamb, (hall be painted in the Livery of Satar.Our Forcfathcrs 
were ſo, before us; all the Primitive Chriſtians, the Apo- 
ſtles, and even the Lamb himſelf, our Redeemer. Calunmy 
ever follow*d-them, Miſrepreſentation waited on them ; and 
what wonder that [:-famy was their conſtant Attendance? 
Andinow if the Orthedox Chriſtians have thusin all Ageshad 
their double CharaFer 3 one of Juſtice, exatly drawn from 
what they really belicv'd and pra&is'd ; the other of Malice, 
copied from them, as Miſrepreſented : 'tis not at all ſtrange, 
to- find 'it ſo now in - our days; when Calummy, Malice, 
Tenorance, '&c, are as powerful asguer ; who, tho? from the 
beguining of the World, that is, Wor: Frve thouſand years, 
they have made it their chief buſineſs to Paint, Copy, and 
Repreſent Things and Perſons; yet they never did it with fo 
much injury, ſo-altogether w»/ike, as they do ndw to the Pa- 
piſts 3 there- being ſcarce any one Point of their Faith and 
Profeſjron, which they do not either blindly miſtake, or baſely 
diſguiſe. The Papiſts believe *tis convenient to Pray before Ho- 
ly Images, -and give them an inferiour or relative reſpect. Theſe 
deſcribe the Papiſts praying to Images, and Worſhipping them 
as Idols. The Papiſts bclicve tis good to defire the Prayers of 
the Saints, and Honour them as the Friends of God. Thee 
paint out the Papiſts as bcheving Saints to be their Redeemers, 
and adoring them as Gos. The Papiſts believe, that Chriſt 
left a Power in the Prieſts of his Church, to Abſolve all truly 
Penitent Sinners from their Offences. Theſe Repreſent the 
Papiſts as believing, that the Prieſts can infallibly forgive all 
ſach as come to Cont-tion, whether they Repent, or no. The 
Papiſts believe there's Power in a Supreme Paſtor, upon due 
Motives, of granting b-41lcences ; that is, of relealing to the 
. Faithful ſuch Temporal Penalties, as remain due to their paſt 
| Sins, already remitted as to their Guilt 3 on condition they per- 
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form ſuch Chriſtian Duties as ſhall be aſſigned them, z. e. hum- 
ble themſelves by Faſting, Contefs their Sins with a hearty 
Repentance, receive worthily,,and give Alms to the Poor, e*c. 
Theſe make the Papiſts believe, that the Pope, for a ſam of 
Money, can grve them leave to commit what Sins they ſhall 
think fit, with a certain Pardon for all Crimes already in- 
curr'd; and that there can be. no danger of Damnation to 
any, that can but make a large Preſent to Roxre, at his Death. 
The Papiſts believe, that by the Merits of Chriſt, the good 
Works of a Jaſt Man, are acceptable to God, and through 
his Goodneſs and Promiſe, meritorious of Eternal Happineſs. 
Theſe report, that the Papiſts believe they can werit Heaven 
by their own Works, without any dependance on the Work of 
our Redemption. The Papifts worſhip Chriſt really preſert 
in the Sacramert true God and Man: Theſe ſay they fall 
down to, and worſhip a piece of. Bread. Some Papiſts mains 
tain the Depoſing Power : Theſe will have it to be an Article of 
their Faith, and that they are oblig'd to't by their Religion. 
Some Papiſts have been Traitors, Rebels, Confſpirators, &c. 
Theſe make theſe Villains to be Meritorious among the Pa- 
pits, and that tis the Dodrine of their Church. And thus 
there is ſcarce any one thing belonging to their Faith and 
Exerciſe of their Religion, which is not wrong'd in the deſcri- 
bing it, and mjurioutly Mzſrepreſented. And if any be fo 
curious, as to defire to be fatished, how this comes about 3 
let him but ſtand by any of the Undertakers, while they are 
taking the Copy of Popery, and obſerve their Method, and he 
may ſoon come to the bottom of the Myſtery. He may ſee 
them ſerioutly viewing ſome of their Tenets, and upon aſhort 
Conlideration,1tmmediately to fall to the making I:ferexces,and 
deducing Conſequences, then down go theſe for ſomany Articles 
of Popery. They go en, and ſee oth=r of her Tenets ; and 
theſe containing Myſteries, ſuch as Reaſor cannot reach to, 
when Faith is not afliſtant 3 they are preſently followed 
with variety of Abſurdities and ſeeming Contradifions : and 
down go theſe to the Former, = ſo-many Articles of Popery. 
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They paſs on to others, and theſe being not conform to/ 
the Principles -of their Education ; © ſeveral Miſconitru&ions 


are preſently raiſed upon them, and:down go theſe for fo many 
Articles of Popery. They look forward, and ſeeing others, 


inthe practice of which, many Ab»ſes have been committed ; 


then down go the Abyſes for ſomany Articles of Popery. Hence 
they turn the Court of Rome, and as many Diſorders and 
Extravagancies as they find there, fo many Articles of Popery. 


They enqurre into the Actions and Lives of her Paſtors and 


Prelates, and as many Vices, as many wicked Deſiens as they 
diſcover there, ſo. ' many Articles of Popery. They examine 
the Behaviour. of her Profeſſors, and whatſoever Villanies , 
whatſoever Treaſors and Iabhymanities, they find committed 
by any-that- own themſelves Members of that Communion, 
down they al/ go for ſo many Articles of Popery. They 
hear the Reports of ſuch as have deſerted her Authority, and 
tho through their Extravagancies and Raſhneſs, they deferve 
not credit-even in a «trifle 3 yet their whole Narrative ſhall 
be accepted, and all their idle Stories be ſumm'd up, for fo 
many Articles of Popery. They peruſe every ſcurrilous 
Pamphlet and abuſive Libel ; and ſuch ridiculous Fables, as 
are only fit for a Chimney-Corner, they borrow thence, and 
ſet them down for ſo many Articles of Popery. They turn 
over -every Popiſh Author, and whatſoever light, looſe or ex- 
travagant Opinions, whatſoever Diſcourſes carried on either 
through flattery, diſguſt, or FaFion, appear in any of them, 
they are all mark'd out for ſo many Articles of Popery. And 
by theſe and ſuch like means is finiſhd at laſt a compleat 
drarght of Popery, mn which ſhe 1s rendred fo foul, monitrous 


and abominable, that there can be nothing raked from the very © 


ſinks of Tyrciſzz, nothing borrow'd from the wild Africans or 
barbarous Americans, that can make her more odious, or add 
to her Deformity. Why , and is not Popery then, ſuch 
as 'tis thus generally painted? No, 'tis no more like it, 
than Monarchy is to that, which turbulent Republican 
Spirits ſhew for it when diſplaying to the __ 
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fome Miſcarriages of State; Freeltres of Perſons in —_— 
Abiſes of Government,@c. they cry out, Behold this is Monar- 
chy,By theſe means making it infamous among the People,that 
they may more eaſily overthrow it. And are not the Papiſts 
ſach as they are commonly Repreſented ? No; They are no 
more alike, than the Chriit;ars were of old under the Perſecu- 
ting Emperors, to what they appeard,when cloathed with 
Lions and Bears Skins,chey were expoſed m the Amphitheatre 
to Wild. Beaſts ; under thoſe borrow'd Shapes to provoke their 
Savage Oppoſites to greater furys and that - they might in- 
- falltbly, and with more rage, b&torn1n pieces.:; Let Monar- 
ch be-ſhewn in its own Colours 5. and the Chriſtians be expos'd 
in their owr: form 3and one will have bit fow Malignersz and 
the others will mect with a more Tame behaviour, even from 
the Wildeſt Beaſts. Let any one bat ſearch into:the Connecils of 
the Church of -Rome;even that of Tren,;than which none can 
be more Popiſb ;let- them perute. her Cotechifmes,: that,ad;Paro- 
chos; or 'othersſet forth for Paſtoxs td 10ftruc' their Blogk;and 
1 for Children, Youth and others:to learn; their Chriftian Do- 
&rine, of which there 1s eztant great variety in Ergliſb'; Let 
them examin/eron's Rule of Faith,and. that: (ct forth by the Bz- 
ſhip of iCondam Let them look, into the Spirituat:Books of Dt- 
retion-: Thoſe of Biſhop Sales, Elie oloryrg of Chriſt; The Chri- 
ſtian Rules, The Spiritual Combat, Grdnadoe's Horks, and in- 
finite others of this fort, which Papiſts generally keep by them 
for their Inſtruction: And then ler them freely declare, whe- 
ther the Papiſts are ſo#1-{yincipled, either asto their Frith or 
Morat- as they are-gencxally made; appear. A little dilig-nce 
in this kind, with a ſertous enquiry into ther Converſation, 
| _ their manner of Living and Dying, will eafily diſcover, that 
that of Beaſt, with which they are commonly expos'd to pub- 
lick,is not theirs , but only of theSkiz , that is thrown over 
them, The Papiſts own, that there are 'amongſt them Men 
of very ill Lives, and that if every corner be narrowly ſifted, 
there may be found great abuſes, even of the moſt ſacred 
things that ſome in great Dignities have been highly vicious, 
P 2 | and 
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and carried on wicked : That ſome Authors maintain 
and publiſh very abſurd Opinions,and of ill conſequence.'But 
theſe things are nothing of their Religzor, they are the Imper- 
feFions indeed, the Crimes, the Scandals of ſome in their Com- 
”mnion; but fuch they are ſo far from being obligd to ap- 
prove,maintain,or imitate,that they wiſh with all their heart 
there had been never any ſuch thing.and defire in theſe Points 


a'thorough Reformation. Tho' the Imprudences therefore, the 


Failings, the Extravagances, the Vices, that may- be pick'd up, 
throughont the whole Society of Papiſts , are very numerous 
and great, and too too ſufficient, if drawn together, for the 
compoſing a moſt Deforwd Antichri&ian Monſter ; yet the 
Popery of Roman-Catholicks is no fach Moniter , as tis pain- 
ted.T hoſe things which are commonly brought againſt them, 
being as much deteſted by them, as by the Perſons that lay 
the Charge in their disfavourz and having no more Relation 
to them, then Weeds and Tares to the Corn, amongſt which it 
grows; or Chaffto the Wheat, with which it lies mix*d in one 

Heap. A Papiſt therefore is no more than he is above Repre- 
ſented ;, and whoſover enters that Commurion, has no obliga- 
tion of believing otherwiſe, than as there ſpecified. And tho 
in each Particular, I have cited no Authorities ; yet for the 


truth and exaAneſs of the CharaFer, I appeal to the Conncil of 


Trent. And if in any Point it ſhall be found to diſagree, I 
again promiſe, upon notice, publickly to own it. And as for 
the other Part, of the Papii# Miſ-repreſented, it contains ſach 
Tenets as are wrong fullycharg'd upon the Papiifs; and in as 
many reſpedts, as it is contrary to the other CharaGter 3 in ſo 
many, it is contrary to the Faith of their Church : And fo far 
they areready to diſown them and ſubſcribe to their Con- 
demnation.And tho? any ſerious Enquirer,may beeafily fatish1- 
ed asto the truth of this; yet for a publick fatisfafion,toſhew 
that thoſe Abominable, Onchriitian DoFrines are nopart oftheir 
Belief, (however extravagant ſome Men may be in their Opt- 
nionsz) the Papifts acknowledye,that a Faith aſſenting to fg 
Tenets, is wholly oppoſite to the Honour of God, and m—_ 
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Give to the Goſpel of Chriſt, and do publickly invoke God Al- 
mighty's Judgment upon that Church, which teaches either 
publickly or privately ſuch a Faith. And fince 'tis lawful for 
any Chriſtian to anſwer Amer, to ſuch Anathema's as are pro- 
nounc'd againſt things apparently ſinful ; the Papiſts, to ſhew to 
the World that they diſown the following Tenets, common| 

laid at their door,do here oblige themſelves,that if the enſuing 
Curſes be added to thoſe appointed to be read on the firſt day 
of Lent,they will ſeriouſly and heartily anſwer Amer to them a/. 


I. Curſed is he that commits Idolatry 3 that prays to Images or 
Relicks, or worſhips them for Gods. Reſp. Amen, 

Il. Curſed is- every Goddeſs-worſhipper ; that believes the Vir- 
gin Mary to be any more than a Creature 3. that Honours her, Wox- 
ſhips ber, or puts bis Truft in her more than in God, that- believes 


her above her Son, or that ſhe can in any thing Command him. 
R. Amen. 


HI. Curſed is he that believes the Saints in Heaven to be his 
Redeemers, that prays to them as ſuch, or that gives God's Ho- 
nour to them, or to any Creature whatſoever. R, Amen. 

IV. Curſed is he that Worſhips any Breaden God, or makes. 
Gods of empty Elements of Bread and Wine. R. Amen. 

V. + ay ts he that believes, that Prieſts can forgive ſons; 
whether the ſinner repent, or no: Or that there's any Power in- 
Earth or Heaven, that can forgive ſins, without a hearty Repen- 
tance, and ſerious purpoſe of amendment. R. Amen. 

VI. Curſed is he that believes there”s Authority in the Pope or- 
any other that can give leave to commit fins ; Or that can forgive 
him his ſens for a ſum of Mony. R. Amen. | 

VII. Curſed is he that belicwes, that Independent of the Merits- 
and Paſſion of Chriſt, he can merit ſalvation by his own good 
Works , or make condign ſatisjation for the guilt of his ſins, or- 
the pain eternal due to them. R. Amen. + 

VIII. Curſed is he that contemns the Word: of God, or. hides it 
from the People, on deſign to keep them from the knowledge of their- 
duty, and to preſerve them in Ignorance and Error. R. Amen, 


IX. Girſed. 
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TX. Curſed is be that underualues the Word of God : or that 
forſaking the Scripture, chuſes rather to follow Human Traditions 
than it. R. Amen. | 

X. Curſed is he that leaves the Commandments of God to ob- 
ſerve the Conſtitutions of Men. R. Amen. k 

Xl. Cues is be that omits any of the Ten Commandments, or 
keeps the People from the knowledge of any one L bra tothe end 
they may not have becaſion bf diſcovering the Truth. R. Amen. 

XII. Curſed is he that Preaches to the People in unknown 
Tongues, ſuch as they underſtand not ; or uſes any other means, to 

| keep them in Jenorance. R. Amen. 

XIII. .Gurſed 3* he that believes that the Pope can give to any, 

on any account whatſoever, Diſpenſations to Lie, or Swear falſly : 

that 'tis lawful for any, at the laſt hour to proteſt himſelf Inno- 
cent, in caſe he be Guilty, R. Amen. 

XIV. Curſed is he that enconrages Sins, or teaches Men to de- 
fer the Amendment of their Lives, on preſumption of their Death- 
bed Repentance. R. Amen. | 

' XV. Curſed is he that teaches Men, that they may be lawfully : 
drunk on a Friday, or any other Faſting-day; though they muſs 
20t tate the leaſt bit of Fleſh. * R. Amen. 

XVI. Crrſed is he who places Religion in nothing bitt a pompous 
Shew, confiting only in Ceremonies ; and which teaches not the 
People to ſerve God in Spirit and Truth, R. Amen. 

XVII. Curſed is he who loves or promotes Cruelty, that teaches 
People to be Bloody-minded, and to lay aſide the Meekneſs of Fe- 
ſas Chriſt. R., Amen. 

XVII. C:rſed is he who teaches it lawful to do an; wicked 
thing, though it be for the Intereſt and Good of Mother-Clurch : 

Or that any Evil aFion may be done, that Good may come of it. 
R. Amen. 

XIX. Curſed are we, if amongit all thoſe wicked Principles 
and damnable DoFrines, commonly laid at o::r Doors, any one of 
theme be the Faith of our Church: And Curſed are we, if we do 
not as heartily deteſt all thoſe helliſh PraFices, as they that ſo ve- 
hemently urge them againſt uz. R. Amen. 
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XX. Curſed are we. if in anſwering and ſaying Amen, to. any 
of theſe Curſes, we #'* avy Equivocations, Mental Reſervations; 
or do not aſſent to i/l\em in the common and obvious ſenſe of the 


Words. BR. Amen. 


And can the Papiſts then, thus ſeriouſly, and without check 
of Conſcience, fay Amen to all theſe Curſes £ Yes, they can, 
and are ready to do it, whenſoever and as often as it ſhall be 
requir*d of them. Ard what then is to be ſaid of thoſe who 
either by Word or #/ritins, charge theſe Dodrines upon. the 
Faith of the Church of Rome ? Is a lying Spirit in the mouth 0 
all the Prophets > Are they all gone afide Do they back-bite wit 
their Tongue, de evil to their Neighbour, and take up 4 reproach 
againſt their Neighbour e Vie ſay no ſuch thing, but leave the 
impartial Conſiderer to judge. One thing I can ſafely affirm, 
That the Papiſts are fouly Mzſrepreſerted, and ſhewn 1n pub- 
lick as much unlike what they are, as the Chriſtians were of 
old by the Gentiles 5 That they he under a great Calumny, 
and ſeverely ſmart in Good Name, Perſons, and Eſtates, for 
ſach things, which they as much and as heartily deteſt,. as. 
thoſe who accuſe them. But the comfort is, Chriſt has ſaid 
to his followers, -Je ſhall be hated of all men, (Matt. 10. 22.) 
and St. Paul, We are made a ſpeFacle unto the World : And we- 
don't doubr, - that who bears this with patience,: ſhall for eve- 
ry Loſs here, and Contempt, receive a hundred. fold in Hea- 
ven: For,baſe things of the World, and things which are deſpiſed, 
hath God choſen, 1 Cor, 1. 28. 
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